


INDEX 
 
Accountant, Town ......................................................................................64 
Aging, Council on ....................................................................................109 
Animal Control Officer 
 Dog Licenses ..................................................................................91 
 Kennel Licenses .............................................................................90 
Bristol-Plymouth Regional Technical School ...........................................94 
Building Inspector ....................................................................................100 
Collector/Treasurer, Town .......................................................................102 
Community Preservation Committee .......................................................108 
Elected Town Officials ................................................................................1 
Finance Committee ..................................................................................110 
Fire Department .......................................................................................111 
Harbormaster............................................................................................116 
Health, Board of .......................................................................................117 
Highway Department ...............................................................................119 
Historical Commission/Tri Centennial Committee .................................121 
Mosquito Control Project, Bristol County .................................................92 
Police Department ....................................................................................123 
School District .........................................................................................128 
 Dighton-Rehoboth Regional School Committee .........................130 
 General Information .....................................................................131 
 “No School” Information .............................................................131 
 Enrollment....................................................................................132 
 School Calendar ...........................................................................133 
 Faculty..........................................................................................134 
 Report of Superintendent of Schools ...........................................142 
 Reports of School Principals ........................................................145 
 Report of School Treasurer ..........................................................156 
Selectmen, Board of ...................................................................................56 
 Selectmen’s Appointments ..............................................................4 
Sewer Commissioners ..............................................................................160 
Southeastern Regional Planning & Development Economic  
Development District (SRPEDD) ............................................................162 
Title V Sanitary Inspector ........................................................................161 
Town Clerk ................................................................................................59 
 Deaths ............................................................................................60 
 Marriages .......................................................................................62 
Town Meetings/Elections 
 Annual Town Election, April 7, 2012 ............................................11 
 Annual Town Meeting, June 12, 2012 ...........................................13 
 Special Town Meeting, May 22, 2012 ...........................................29 
 Special Town Meeting, November 29, 2012 .................................30 
 Special Town Election, August 9, 2012.........................................39 
 Presidential Primary Election, March 6, 2012 ...............................40 
 State Primary, September 6, 2012..................................................44 
 State Election, November 6, 2012 .................................................50 
Zoning Board of Appeals .........................................................................164 





ELECTED TOWN OFFICIALS 
 

Name     Address  Home #   Term Exp. 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN    (508) 669-6431 
  Dean V. Cronin  2255 Lewis Street (508) 669-6410  2014 
     No. Dighton, MA 02764 
 
  Thomas J. Pires  3223 Millers Ln.  (508) 669-5186  2015 
     Dighton, MA  02715 
 
  E. Bud Whalon  1147 Center Street (508) 669-4377  2013 
 
TOWN CLERK       (508) 669-5411 
  Susana Medeiros  1281 Center St.  (774) 872-1111  2013 
     Dighton, MA  02715 
 
TOWN TREASURER       (508) 669-5411 
  Mary Hathaway  Grey Terrace     2013 
     No. Dighton, MA  02764 
 
TOWN COLLECTOR     (508) 669-5411 
  Mary Hathaway  Grey Terrace     2013 
     No. Dighton, MA  02764 
 
TOWN MODERATOR     (508) 669-6431 
  William E. McKeon, Jr. 2308 Pleasant St.  (508) 669-6340  2013 
     Dighton, MA  02715 
 
BOARD OF ASSESSORS    (508) 669-5043 
  Carol Beauregard  472 Estherbrook Ave. (508) 669-6291  2013 
     Dighton, MA  02715 
  Pauline A. Smith     (508) 669-6190  2014 
 
  Joseph Silva, Jr.  1668 Pine St.  (508) 669-5606  2015 
     Dighton, MA  02715 
 
TREE WARDEN     (508) 669-5461 
 Thomas Ferry  P.O. Box 534  (508) 669-5709  2013 
    Dighton, MA  02715 
 
D-R SCHOOL DISTRICT COMMITTEE  (508) 252-5000 
 Christopher Andrade PO Box 427  (508) 669-3683  2015 
    No. Dighton, MA  02764 
 

Richard Barrett  238 Rocky Hill Rd (508) 252-9211  2013 
   Rehoboth, MA  02769 
 
Tiffany Bartholomew 67 Blanding Rd  (508) 557-1125  2014 
   Rehoboth, MA  02769 

 
Eliza Couture  176 Center St  (508) 669-6273  2014 
   Dighton, MA  02715 
 
Peter Hebda  38 Holmes St  (508) 252-3643  2014 
   Rehoboth, MA  02769 
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Name     Address  Home #   Term Exp. 

D-R SCHOOL DISTRICT COMMITTEE (continued)  
David Katseff  4 Apple Valley Dr (508) 252-3643  2015 
   Rehoboth, MA  02769 
 
Susan Lorenz  1375 Center St  (508) 669-4139  2015 
   Dighton, MA  02715 
 
Raymond Medeiros 15 Calisto Dr  (508) 252-9470  2015 
   Rehoboth, MA  02769 
 
Janice M. Terry  66 Walker St.  (508) 823-1194  2014 
   No. Dighton, MA  02764 
 
Timothy Rapoza        2016 

 
PLANNING BOARD     (508) 669-6636 
 Robert C. Boughner 477 Estherbrook Ave. (508) 669-6595  2016 
    Dighton 
 
 Stephen T. Gilbert 1780 Smith St.  (508) 669-9084  2014 
    Dighton 
  

David J. Araujo  790 Tremont St.  (508) 823-4911  2015 
    No. Dighton 
 
 Joseph Figueiredo 400 Country Hill Drive    2015 
    No. Dighton 
 
 Heidi Swist  1535 Smith St.  (508) 669-6269  2013 
    No. Dighton 
 
PUBLIC LIBRARY TRUSTEES    (508) 669-6421 
 Ronald J O’Connor 594 School St  (508) 821-3782  2014 
    No Dighton, MA  02764 
 
 Alison Cembalisty 2544 Pleasant St  (508) 669-5473  2015 
    Dighton, MA  02715 
 
 Evemarie Cabral  1523 Pine St  (774) 872-0088  2013 
    Dighton, MA  02715 
 
PLAYGROUND COMMISSIONERS   (508) 669-6431 
 Sheryl Gardner  800 Center St     2013 
    Dighton, MA  02715 
 
 Timothy Rhines  PO Box 96  (508) 415-5907  2015 
    Dighton, MA  02715 
 
 Heidi Swist  Main Street  (508) 669-6636  2014 
    N Dighton, MA  02715    
 
HOUSING AUTHORITY    (508) 823-8361 
 Edward J. Olney  883 Prospect St.  (508) 823-0836  2016 
    No Dighton, MA  02764 
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Name     Address  Home #   Term Exp. 

HOUSING AUTHORITY (continued) 
 Roberta M. Perry  63 Summer St.  (508) 824-7892  2013 
    No Dighton, MA  02764 
 
 Alice E. Souza  1679 Elm St.  (508) 669-5776  2015 
    Dighton, MA  02715 
 
 Frank G. Costa  900 Somerset Ave. (508) 669-5327  2017 
    No Dighton, MA  02764 
 
 Alan B. Medeiros  2260 Fieldstone Dr. (508) 880-5656  2014 
    No Dighton, MA  02764 
 
SEWER COMMISSIONERS      (508) 669-5111 
 Paul Joly  707 Brook St     2016 
    Dighton, MA  02715 
 
 Gregory F. Olsen  926 Main St.     2014 
    Dighton, MA  02715 
 
 William Mendoza 1721 Milk Street     2015 

No Dighton, MA  02764 
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SELECTMEN’S APPOINTMENTS 
Name       Office #   Term Exp. 

ADA COMMITTEE      669-5411 
 Nancy Goulart         6/30/2013 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT/BOARD OF SELECTMEN 669-6431 
 Kerrie J. Easterday        6/30/2013 
 
AGENT TO THE BOARD OF HEALTH    669-5182 
 Helen Kadlec         6/30/2013 
 James D. Aguiar, Jr.        6/30/2013 
 Susana Medeiros         6/30/2013 
 Joseph Pacheco         6/30/2013 
 Alice Souza         6/30/2013 
 Pamela Waller         6/30/2013 
 Kevin Bernardo         6/30/2013 
 
AGENT TO THE BOARD OF SELECTMEN   669-4524 
 James D. Aguiar, Jr.        6/30/2013 
 
ANIMAL CONTROL OFFICER     669-5186 
 Stacy Ferry         6/30/2013 
 
ASSISTANT MUNICIPAL LIASION 
 Edward Dutra, Jr.         6/30/2013 
 
BOARD OF APPEALS      669-4507 
 Robert W. Adams, Sr.        6/30/2013 
 Peter Caron         6/30/2015 
 Kenneth J. Pacheco        6/30/2013 
 Joseph P. Pacheco        6/30/2014 
 Kenneth Rebello         6/30/2014 
 Gregory Logan         6/30/2013 
 
BRIDGE TENDER      669-5461 
 Thomas Ferry         6/30/2013 
 
BUILDING INSPECTOR     669-4524 
 James D. Aguiar, Jr.        6/30/2013 
 
BURIAL AGENT 
 Arthur Morton         6/30/2013 
 
BY-LAW COMMITTEE 
 Richard Gunther         6/30/2013 
 Paul Pacheco         6/30/2013 
 Kevin Perry         6/30/2013 
 Michael Rebello         6/30/2013 
  
CABLE TELEVISION COMMITTEE 
 David Marvill         6/30/2013 
 Edward Olney         6/30/2013 
 Roberta Perry         6/30/2013 
 James Ready         6/30/2013 
 Charles A. Rodrigues        6/30/2013 
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Name       Office #   Term Exp. 

CEMETERY COMMISSION 
 Thomas Ferry         6/30/2013 
 Arthur Morton         6/30/2013 
 Rebecca Webster         6/30/2013 
 
CEMETERY COMMISSION EX-OFFICIO MEMBER 

Elaine Varley         6/30/2013 
 

COMMUNICATIONS 
 Joy Swartzendruber        6/30/2013 
 Theresa Costa         6/30/2013 
 James Howland         6/30/2013 
 Brian Lehane         6/30/2013 
 Matthew Tanis         6/30/2013 
 Paul Reed         6/30/2013 
 Vanessa Smith         6/30/2013 
 Laure Simcock         6/30/2013 
 
COMMUNITY PRESERVATION COMMITTEE 
 Ron Smith         6/30/2015 
 Karen O’Connor         6/30/2013 
 Ellen Bidlack         6/30/2015 
 Charles Roderigues        6/30/2014 
 
CONSERVATION COMMISSION    669-6431 
 John Crawford         6/30/2013 
 James Digits         6/30/2013 
 William Frenette         6/30/2013 
 Charles Mello         6/30/2013 
 James L. Souza         6/30/2013 
 
CONSTABLE 
 Thomas Medeiros        6/30/2013 
 Susana Medeiros         6/30/2013 
 
COUNCIL ON AGING      823-0095 
 Jeffrey Allie         5/31/2013 
 James De Arruda         5/31/2013 

Thomas Ferry         5/31/2013 
 James Hoye         5/31/2013 
 Gloria Johnson         5/31/2013 
 Harold Mendoza         5/31/2013 
 Roberta Perry         5/31/2013 
 Julie Sprague         5/31/2013 
 Joan Woods         5/31/2013 
 
DIGHTON CULTURAL COUNCIL 

Jennifer Duckzkowkis        6/30/2013 
Ken Fortier         6/30/2013 
Patty Grealish-Rust        6/30/2013 
Charlene Hirschy         6/30/2013 
Alison Makuch         6/30/2013 
Julie Sprague         6/30/2013 
Robin Whalen         6/30/2013 
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Name       Office #   Term Exp. 

DIRECTOR OF VETERANS SERVICES    669-5027 
 John (Jack) Taylor        6/30/2013 
 
DISASTER COMMITTEE     669-6431 
 Dean V. Cronin         6/30/2013 
 Robert MacDonald        6/30/2013 
 Thomas Pires         6/30/2013 
 James Ready         6/30/2013 
 E. Bud Whalon         6/30/2013 
 
EQUAL OPPORTUNITY OFFICER    669-6431 

Nancy J. Goulart         6/30/2013 
 

FENCE VIEWERS      669-5043 
 Carol Beauregard         6/30/2013 
 Joseph Silva, Jr.          6/30/2013 
 Pauline Smith         6/30/2013 
 
FISH & GAME WARDEN 
 Anthony Ferris         6/30/2013 
 Thomas Ferry         6/30/2013 
 Robert Woods         6/30/2013 
 
FORTY B COMMITTEE 
 Jim Howland         6/30/2013 
 Charles Mello         6/30/2013 
 Kenneth Pacheco         6/30/2013 
 Alice Souza         6/30/2013 
 Heidi Swist         6/30/2013 
 
GAS APPLIANCE INSPECTOR     669-4524 
 Donald French         6/30/2013 
 
GAS APPLIANCE INSPECTOR (ASSISTANT)   669-4524 
 Jeff Potter         6/30/2013 
 
GRAVES OFFICER 
 David L. Marvill         6/30/2013 
 
HARBORMASTER      669-6431 
 Ron Marino         6/30/2013 
 
HARBORMASTER (ASSISTANT) 
 Eric J. Easterday         6/30/2013 
 
HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
 Gregg Ferreira         6/30/2013 
 Richard Gunther         6/30/2013 
 Lois Rose McCormick        6/30/2013 
 Colette McKeon         6/30/2013 
 Patricia Olsen         6/30/2013 
 Elaine Varley         6/30/2013 
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Name       Office #   Term Exp. 

INSPECTOR OF ANIMALS     669-6431 
 Stacy Ferry         6/30/2013 
 
INSPECTOR OF WIRES     669-4524 
 Peter Bleau         6/30/2013 
 
INSPECTOR OF WIRES (ASSISTANT)    669-4524 
 Mark Copeland         6/30/2013 
 Joseph Linhares         6/30/2013 
 
INSURANCE ADVISORY COMMITTEE   669-5411 
 Charles Cestodio         6/30/2013 
 Jeff Gagnon         6/30/2013 
 Phyllis J Haskill         6/30/2013 
 David McGuirk         6/30/2013 
 Harold Mendoza         6/30/2013 
 Christopher Ready        6/30/2013 
 Carol Stevens         6/30/2013 
 Mary Hathaway         6/30/2013 
 
INSURANCE ADVISORY COMMITTEE ALTERNATE  669-5411 
 Susana Medeiros         6/30/2013 
 
IT COMMITTEE 
 Shawn Cronin         6/30/2013 
 Jennifer Luiz         6/30/2013 
 Heidi Swist         6/30/2013 
 Jocelyn Tavares         6/30/2013 
 
JTPB SRPEDD 
 Donna Kulpa         6/30/2013 
 
JTPH SRPEDD (ALTERNATE) 
 Thomas Pires         6/30/2013 
 
LAND USE COMMITTEE 
 Jim Howland         6/30/2013 
 Wayne LePage         6/30/2013 
 Susana Medeiros         6/30/2013 
 David Neely         6/30/2013 
 Robert Perry         6/30/2013 
 James Ready         6/30/2013 
 Robert Woods         6/30/2013 
 
MUNICIPAL COORDINATOR RIGHT TO KNOW  669-6611 
 Antone Roderick, Jr.         6/30/2013 
 
MUNICIPAL HEARING OFFICER    822-2079 
 David Gay, Esquire        6/30/2013 
 
MUNICIPAL LIAISON TO THE ETHICS COMMISSION 669-5411 
 Susana Medeiros         6/30/2013 
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Name       Office #   Term Exp. 

PLUMBING INSPECTOR     669-4524 
 Donald French         6/30/2013 
 
PLUMBING INSPECTOR (ASSISTANT)   669-4524 
 Jeff Potter         6/30/2013 
 
POLICE CHAPLAIN 
 
POLICE CHAPLAIN (ASSISTANT) 
  
POLICE DEPARTMENT CHIEF    669-6711 
 Robert MacDonald        6/30/2013 
 
POLICE DEPARTMENT PATROLMEN    669-6711 
 Shawn Cronin         6/30/2013 
 James Duddy         6/30/2013 
 Patrick McCarthy         6/30/2013 
 George Nichols, Jr.         6/30/2013 
 William Perry         6/30/2013 
 Ryan Richards         6/30/2013 
 
POLICE DEPARTMENT SERGEANT    669-6711 
 Edward Dutra, Jr.         6/30/2013 
 James Lavigne         6/30/2013 
 David McGuirk         6/30/2013 
 
RESERVE OFFICER      669-6711 
 Nicholas Barros         6/30/2013 

Steven Ferreira         6/30/2013 
Stephen Hathaway        6/30/2013 

 Nicole Loura         6/30/2013 
 Michael Marshall         6/30/2013 
 William Rasmussen        6/30/2013 
 Rachel Rose         6/30/2013 
 Gregory Steele         6/30/2013 
 Joy Swartzendruber        6/30/2013 
 Jared Ulak         6/30/2013 
  
SANITATION AGENT      669-5182 
 Joseph Pacheco         6/30/2013 
 
SEALER OF WEIGHTS AND MEASURES   669-6431 
 Dennis J. Thibault        6/30/2013 
 
SHEET METAL INSPECTOR     669-4524 
 Jeff Potter         6/30/2013 
 
SOIL CONSERVATION COMMISSION    669-6431 
 Lester F Allen         6/30/2013 

Dean V. Cronin          6/30/2013 
 Thomas Ferry         6/30/2013 
 Charles Mello         6/30/2013 
 Joseph Pacheco         6/30/2013 
 Thomas Pires         6/30/2013 
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Name       Office #   Term Exp. 

SOIL CONSERVATION COMMISSION (continued)  
E. Bud Whalon         6/30/2013 
Richard Mullen (Alternate)       6/30/2013 

  
SPECIAL OFFICER      669-6711 
 Roger Duarte         6/30/2013 

Daniel Lowney, Jr.         6/30/2013 
 Richard Roussel         6/30/2013 
 
SRPEDD REPRESENTATIVE 
 Donna Kulpa         6/30/2013 
 
SUPERINTENDENT OF INSECT PEST CONTROL  669-5461 
 Thomas Ferry         6/30/2013 
 
TAUNTON RIVER STEWARDSHIP COUNCIL    
 Ellen Bidlack         6/30/2013 
 Robert J. Woods, Jr.        6/30/2013 
 
TAX POSSESSION CUSTODIAN    669-5411 
 Mary Hathaway         6/30/2013 
 
TOBACCO CONTROL COORDINATOR   324-2423 
 Marilyn Edge         6/30/2015 
 
TOWN ACCOUNTANT      669-4505 
 Jennifer Luiz         6/30/2013 
 
TOWN ACCOUNTANT (ASSISTANT) 
 Linda S. McCarron        6/30/2013 
 
TOWN COUNCIL      822-2079 
 Gay, Gay & Field, PC        6/30/2013 
 
TRI CENTENNIAL BALL & SPECIAL EVENTS COMMITTEE 
 Debra Fredericks         6/30/2013 
 Terri Fredericks         6/30/2013 
 Patricia Hamilton         6/30/2013 
 Karen O’Connor         6/30/2013 
 Myrna Santos         6/30/2013 
 Dorothy Torres         6/30/2013 
 Elaine Varley         6/30/2013 
 
TRI CENTENNIAL COMMITTEE MEMBER 
 Wayne Dumenigo        6/30/2013 
 Greg Ferreira         6/30/2013 
 Richard Gunther         6/30/2013 
 Colette McKeon         6/30/2013 
 Greg Olsen         6/30/2013 
 Pat Olsen         6/30/2013 
 Chris Pacheco         6/30/2013 
 Kenneth Pacheco         6/30/2013 
 Jo Ann Racine         6/30/2013 
 Elaine Varley         6/30/2013 
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Name       Office #   Term Exp. 

TOWN HISTORIAN 
 Elaine Varley         6/30/2013 
 
VETERNS AGENT      669-5027 
 John (Jack) Taylor        6/30/2013 
 
ZONING ENFORCEMENT OFFICER    669-4524 
 James D. Aguiar, Jr.        6/30/2013 
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ANNUAL TOWN ELECTION APRIL 7, 2012 
 
 The regular Annual Town Meeting for the Election of Officers for the Town of Dighton 
was held at the Dighton Elementary School on April 7, 2012 on warrant dated March 7, 2012 for 
Precincts One and Two.   
 
 The meeting was called to order at 8:00 A.M. by Susana Medeiros, Town Clerk.  The 
balloting was under the supervision of Joan Ready, Warden, Theresa Carpenter, Clerk, Roberta 
Perry, Clerk, Lois Achtelik, Sharon Araujo, Dolores Barboza, Irene Bilodeau, Mary Carey, 
Maureen Dutra, Erin Ferry, Margaret Mullen, Mary Perry, Barbara Pierce, Elizabeth Silvia, and 
Barbara Simmons. Police Officers were Chief Robert MacDonald, Sgt. Edward Dutra, Officer 
William Rasmussen and Officer Jared Ulak. 
 
 The polls were closed at 6:00 P.M. and the total number of votes cast for both Precincts 
One and Two was Six Hundred Eighty Six. Three Hundred Fifteen ballots for Precinct One and 
Three Hundred Seventy One for Precinct Two. The ballots having been assorted and counted for 
Precincts One and Two, the result was declared as follows: 
 
 Selectman for Three Years 
  Thomas J. Pires   343     
  Danny Carpenter, Jr.   331 
  Blanks         7 

Others         5  686 
  Thomas J. Pires declared elected 
 
 Town Moderator for One Year 
  William E. McKeon, Jr.  504 
  Blanks     173 
  Others         9  686 
  William E. McKeon, Jr. declared elected 
 
 Board of Assessors for Three Years 
  Joseph Silva, Jr.    518 
  Blanks      166   

Others          2   686 
 Joseph Silva, Jr. declared elected 
  

Dighton-Rehoboth Regional School District Committee for Three Years 
  Susan M. Lorenz   332 
  Neil J. MacDonald   228 
  Christopher M. Andrade  383 
  Blanks                428 

Others         1             1372 
 Susan M. Lorenz declared elected 
 Christopher M. Andrade declared elected 
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 Planning Board for Five Years 
  Joseph Figueiredo   488 
  Blanks     195 
  Others                    3   686   
 Joseph Figueiredo declared elected 
 
 Public Library Trustee for Three Years 
  Alison A. Cembalisty   507 
  Blanks     177  
  Others                    2   686    
 Alison A. Cembalisty declared elected 
 
 Playground Commissioner for Three Years 
  Ronda L. Logan   297 
  Timothy F. Rhines   305 
  Blanks       84 

Others         0   686 
 Timothy F. Rhines declared elected 
 
 Sewer Commissioner for Three Years 
  Thomas M. Medeiros   309 
  William J. Mendoza   326 
  Blanks       51 

Others         0   686 
 William J. Mendoza declared elected 
 
 Tree Warden 
  Thomas C. Ferry   555 
  Blanks     127 
  Others         4   686 
 Thomas C. Ferry declared elected 
 
 Housing Authority for Five Years 
  Frank G. Costa   504        
  Blanks     178 
  Others         4   686   
 Frank G. Costa declared elected 
 
 
 
 ATTEST: _____________________ 
                   Town Clerk 
 
 
  DATE:     ______________________ 
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THE ANNUAL TOWN MEETING 
JUNE 12, 2012 

 
The Annual Town Meeting duly called and held at the Dighton-Rehoboth Regional High School on 
June 12, 2012, was called to order at 7:00PM by William McKeon, Jr., Moderator. Salute to the 
flag was given.  Checkers were Lois Achtelik, Irene Bilodeau, Maureen Dutra, Margaret Mullen, 
Mary Perry, Roberta Perry, and Joan Ready.  Total attendance was 114. 
 
Town Moderator, William E. McKeon, Jr. stated that tonight marks another milestone in our 
town’s history.  We celebrate our Town’s Tricentennial at our amazing 300th Annual Town 
Meeting.  He hoped that all have had the chance to enjoy the amazing events already held and to 
attend the many more that are planned.  We must acknowledge and be grateful for the many 
residents who have contributed enormous amounts of time over the past several years to make this 
all a success.  Additionally, we should thank the numerous individuals and businesses who have 
contributed financially and in kind. 
 
VOTED:          On motion of Tom Pires to dispense with the reading of the Warrant. 
 
VOTED:  On motion of Tom Pires to dispense with the reading of the Articles and 

reference to them be made by number and content. 
 
VOTED:   On motion of Tom Pires to consider adjournment at 11:00 P. M.   
 
ARTICLE 1.  VOTED: On motion of Tom Pires to hear a report of the Board of 

Selectmen, Finance Committee and a statement of the Board of Assessors, 
and the School Committee regarding tonight's warrant and that the reports of 
the Town Officials as printed and published in the Annual Town Report 
Book are accepted. 

 
Erwin (Bud) Whalon, Chairman, Board of Selectmen thanked everyone for attending the town 
meeting.  He thanked all the town employees, department heads, the Board of Selectmen, and the 
Finance Committee for all their hard work. He also thanked the other two members of the Board of 
Selectmen for their continued dedication and informed the residents that the town finances are in 
good shape. He also informed the residents that the town has $957,652.98 in the Stabilization 
account. 
 
Edward Swartz, Chairman of the Finance Committee, stated that on behalf of the Finance 
Committee he welcomed everyone to this year’s annual Town Meeting.  He stated that he would 
recap the Finance Committee actions for the past year and would let everyone know what is ahead 
for tonight’s meeting.  The Finance Committee met a total of fifteen times during the past year.  
Most of the Finance Committee’s time was spent developing the budget recommendations which 
would be heard this evening.  He stated that the budget presented this evening is a level service 
budget.  Necessary increases to maintain these increases are recommended.  The Finance 
Committee also reviewed numerous Special article requests and will be making some positive and 
negative recommendations based on the financial needs of the town.  In regards to the Capital 

13



 

Project of a Police/Communications building, he stated that the Finance Committee would be 
giving a positive recommendation.  He also stated that the finances of the town are solid and they 
look forward to continuing to work on the behalf of the townspeople.  The Finance Committee 
would be making further recommendations as the articles are presented and they look forward to 
answering any questions. 
 
Carol Beauregard, Board of Assessor Chairman stated that the Board of Assessors had no report at 
this time. 
 
School Superintendent, Dr. Kathleen Montagano stated that there were many accomplishments for 
the school district this year. She encouraged the residents to take some time to read what was listed 
on the Dighton-Rehoboth Regional School District information sheet that was provided at tonight’s 
meeting. Just recently the School Committee voted to reduce the District’s FY13 K-12 budget 
twice.  The first reduction resulted from a health insurance increase that came in lower than 
expected and special education circuit breaker funding that will be more than we expected. The 
second reduction was to the Dighton K-8 budget due to some decreased special education costs. 
Some of the financial details are on the information sheet. 
 
Dr. Montagano also stated that our budget includes some key positions for Dighton.  In Dighton, 
included is a full-time assistant Principal that will be split between Dighton Elementary and 
Dighton Middle to assist with some of the mandates for our schools and to assist with student 
needs. We are also pleased to be able to offer a tuition-based full-day kindergarten program 
again.  
 
We recognize there are some fiscal constraints in Dighton as reflected across the nation. 
However, the amount that the Town contributes is well above the required minimum contribution 
imposed by the state. With this funding we are able to keep our class sizes in the range of 21-25 
and offer a wide variety of courses at our high school.  Dr. Montagano also stated that the school 
district appreciates the Finance Committee’s recommendation to increase the assessment for FY13 
over the FY12 contribution.  She recognizes and appreciates the consistent and continued increases 
in the Dighton contributions to support the schools. 
 

VOTED: On motion of Nancy Goulart and seconded to accept the 
reports as read. 

 
ARTICLE 2.  VOTED: On motion of Tom Pires and seconded that the Board of 

Selectmen be authorized to appoint all necessary Town Officers and Town 
Committees not otherwise provided for by statute. 

 
ARTICLE 3.  NO MOTION:       Five-Year Capital Outlay Committee. No report.  
 
ARTICLE 4.  VOTED: On motion of Edward Swartz and seconded that the salaries 

of elected Town Officials as appropriated within department Accounts be 
established for the Fiscal year ending June 30, 2013. 
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    BOARD OF ASSESSORS 
    Chairman   $ 62,153.00 
         Members (2)   $   4,686.64 
    each    $   9,373.28 Total 
 
    BOARD OF SELECTMEN 
    Chairman   $  8,776.80 
    Member   $  8,776.80 
    Member   $  8,776.80 
 
    TREE WARDEN  $     225.18 
    MODERATOR  $     509.40 
    TOWN CLERK                    $ 45,279.00 
    TOWN COLLECTOR  $ 32,332.30 
    TOWN TREASURER  $ 32,332.30 
 
    PLANNING BOARD 
    Chairman   $  2,710.14 
    Members (4)              $  1,807.46 
    each    $  7,229.84 Total 
 
    PLAYGROUND COMMISSION 
    Members (3)   $      600.00 Each 
        $   1,800.00 Total  
     Finance Committee Recommends 
 
ARTICLE 5.  VOTED: On motion of Edward Swartz and seconded that the Town 

raise and appropriate and or transfer monies by account for the FY ending 
June 30, 2013. 

 
ARTICLES UNDER ARTICLE 5 

ANNUAL TOWN MEETING 

JUNE 12, 2012 

01-113  TOWN MEETING 
VOTED: On motion of Edward Swartz and seconded that the Town raise and 
appropriate $612.00 for the Personnel Services of the Town Meeting Account and 
$600.00 for the Expenses of the Town Meeting Account. 
   Finance Committee Recommends 

 
01-114  MODERATOR 

VOTED: On motion of Edward Swartz and seconded that the Town raise and 
appropriate $509.40 for the Personnel Services of the Moderator Account. 
   Finance Committee Recommends 
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01-122  BOARD OF SELECTMEN 
VOTED: On motion of Edward Swartz and seconded that the Town raise and 
appropriate $68,484.66 for the Personnel Services and $35,000.00 for the expenses 
of the Board of Selectmen Account.  Of this amount $500.00 to be set aside for the 
out of state travel. 
   Finance Committee Recommends 

 
01-131  FINANCE COMMITTEE 

VOTED: On motion of Edward Swartz and seconded that the Town raise and 
appropriate $3,470.00 for the Personnel Services and $500.00 for the expenses of 
the Finance Committee Account. 

     Finance Committee Recommends  
 
01-132  RESERVE FUND 

VOTED: On motion of Nancy Goulart and seconded that the Town raise and 
appropriate $25,000.00 for the Expenses of the Reserve Fund. 

     Finance Committee Recommends 
 
01-135  ACCOUNTANT 

VOTED: On motion of Nancy Goulart and seconded that the Town raise and 
appropriate $94,200.00 for the Personnel Services and $4,660.00 for the expenses of 
the Accountant Account. 

     Finance Committee Recommends 
 
01-141  ASSESSORS 

VOTED: On motion of Nancy Goulart and seconded that the Town raise and 
appropriate $134,086.92 for the Personnel Services and $9,860.00 for the expenses 
of the Assessors Account. 
   Finance Committee Recommends 

 
01-145  TREASURER 

VOTED: On motion of Nancy Goulart and seconded that the Town raise and 
appropriate $47,281.26 for the Personnel Services and $30,078.40 for the expenses 
of the Treasurer Account. 
   Finance Committee Recommends 

 
01-146  COLLECTOR 

VOTED: On motion of Nancy Goulart and seconded that the Town raise and 
appropriate $68,296.19 for the Personnel Services and $17,900.00 for the expenses 
of the Collector Account. 
   Finance Committee Recommends 

  
01-151  LAW (TOWN COUNSEL) 

VOTED: On motion of Edward Swartz and seconded that the Town transfer 
from free cash $45,000.00  for the Expenses of the Law (Town Counsel) Account. 
   Finance Committee Recommends 
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01-155  DATA PROCESSING 
VOTED: On motion of William Copeland and seconded that the Town raise 
and appropriate $32,582.70 for the Expenses of the Data Processing Account. 
   Finance Committee Recommends 

 
01-158  TAX TITLE FORECLOSURE 

VOTED: On motion of William Copeland and seconded that the Town raise 
and appropriate $19,000.00 for the Expenses of the Tax Title Foreclosure Account. 
   Finance Committee Recommends 

 
01-161  TOWN CLERK 

VOTED: On motion of William Copeland and seconded that the Town raise 
and appropriate $89,057.89 for the Personnel Services and $5,700.00 for the 
expenses of the Town Clerk Account. 

     Finance Committee Recommends  
 
01-162  ELECTIONS 

VOTED: On motion of William Copeland and seconded that the Town raise 
and appropriate $5,000.00 for the Personnel Services and $13,100.00 for the 
expenses of the Election Account. 

     Finance Committee Recommends 
 
01-163  REGISTRATION 

VOTED: On motion of William Copeland and seconded that the Town raise 
and appropriate $600.00 for the Personnel Services and $3,400.00 for the expenses 
of the Registration Account. 

     Finance Committee Recommends 
 
01-171  CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

VOTED: On motion of Kevin Perry and seconded that the Town raise and 
appropriate $1,075.00 for the Expenses of the Conservation Commission Account. 

     Finance Committee Recommends    
  
01-175  PLANNING BOARD 

VOTED: On motion of Kevin Perry and seconded that the Town raise and 
appropriate $31,851.66 for the Personnel Services and $5,894.60 for the expenses of 
the Planning Board Account. 

     Finance Committee Recommends 
 
01-176  BOARD OF APPEALS 

VOTED:  On motion of Kevin Perry and seconded that the Town raise and 
appropriate $24,652.88 for the Personnel Services and $2,166.00 for the expenses of 
the Board of Appeals Account.  
   Finance Committee Recommends    
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01-192  PUBLIC BUILDINGS 
VOTED: On motion of Kevin Perry and seconded that the Town raise and 
appropriate $60,300.00 for the Expenses of the Public Buildings Account. 

     Finance Committee Recommends 
     
01-193  BUILDING INSURANCE 

VOTED: On motion of Kevin Perry and seconded that the Town raise and 
appropriate $31,175.00 for the Expenses of the Building Insurance Account. 

     Finance Committee Recommends 
 
01-195  TOWN REPORTS 

VOTED: On motion of Kevin Perry and seconded that the Town raise and 
appropriate $2,000.00 for the Expenses of the Town Report Account. 

     Finance Committee Recommends 
 
01-210  POLICE 

VOTED: On motion of Edward Swartz and seconded that the Town raise and 
appropriate $884,991.24 for the Personnel Services and $135,650.00 for the 
expenses of the Police Department Account. 

     Finance Committee Recommends    
   
01-215  COMMUNICATION CENTER 

VOTED: On motion of Edward Swartz and seconded that the Town raise and 
appropriate $213,044.64 for the Personnel Services and $6,550.00 for the expenses 
of the Communication Center Account. 

     Finance Committee Recommends 
 
01-220  FIRE 

VOTED: On motion of Edward Swartz and seconded that the Town raise 
and appropriate $604,236.58 for the Personnel Services and $114,786.00 for the 
expenses of the Fire Department Account. 

     Finance Committee Recommends 
  

01-231  AMBULANCE SERVICES  
VOTED: On motion of Edward Swartz and seconded that the Town transfer 
from the ambulance Fund $99,799.07 for the Personnel Services and $106,950.00 
for the expenses of the Fire Department Ambulance Services. 

     Finance Committee Recommends 
 
01-241  BUILDING INSPECTOR 

VOTED: On motion of Peter Roache and seconded that the Town raise and 
appropriate $54,622.17 for the Personnel Services and $6,615.00 for the expenses of 
the Building Inspector Account. 

     Finance Committee Recommends 
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01-242  GAS INSPECTOR 
VOTED: On motion of Peter Roache and seconded that the Town raise and 
appropriate $2,000.00 for the Expenses of the Gas Inspector Account. 

     Finance Committee Recommends 
 
01-243  PLUMBING INSPECTOR 

VOTED: On motion of Peter Roache and seconded that the Town raise and 
appropriate $4,200.00 for the Expenses of the Plumbing Inspector Account. 

     Finance Committee Recommends 
 
01-244  WEIGHTS AND MEASURES 

VOTED: On motion of Peter Roache and seconded that the Town raise and 
appropriate $1,065.22 for the Personnel Services and $305.00 for the expenses of 
the Weights and Measures Account. 

     Finance Committee Recommends 
 
01-245  ELECTRICAL INSPECTOR 

VOTED: On motion of Peter Roache and seconded that the Town raise and 
appropriate $7,000.00 for the Expenses of the Electrical Inspector Account. 

     Finance Committee Recommends 
01-291  CIVIL DEFENSE 

NO MOTION:  On motion that the Town raise and appropriate $0.00 for the 
Personnel Services and $0.00 for the expenses of the Civil Defense Account. 

     Finance Committee Recommends 
 
01-292  DOG OFFICER 

VOTED: On motion of Nancy Goulart and seconded that the Town raise and 
appropriate $22,300.00 for the Personnel Services and $8,750.00 for the expenses of 
the Dog Officer Account. 

     Finance Committee Recommends 
 
01-294  FORESTRY 

VOTED: On motion of Nancy Goulart and seconded that the Town raise and 
appropriate $398.74 for the Personnel Services of the Forestry Account. 

     Finance Committee Recommends 
 
01-295  HARBORMASTER 

VOTED: On motion of Nancy Goulart and seconded that the Town raise and 
appropriate $1,200.00 for the Expenses of the Harbormaster Account. 

     Finance Committee Recommends 
 
01-300-5690 REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT 

VOTED: On motion of Edward Swartz and seconded that the Town raise and 
appropriate $8,929,281.00 for the operating assessment and $248,972.00 for the 
capital assessments from the Dighton-Rehoboth Regional School District. 

 

     Finance Committee Recommends 
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01-300-5691 BRISTOL COUNTY AGRICULTURAL DISTRICT 
VOTED: On motion of Edward Swartz and seconded that the Town raise and 
appropriate $45,276.00 for the Bristol County Agricultural High School operating 
assessment. 

     Finance Committee Recommends 
 
01-422  HIGHWAY 

VOTED: On motion of Edward Swartz and seconded that the Town raise and 
appropriate $421,825.36 for the Personnel Services and $129,945.73 for the 
Expenses of the Highway Account. 

     Finance Committee Recommends 
 
01-423  SNOW REMOVAL 

VOTED: On motion of William Copeland and seconded that the Town raise 
and appropriate $13,000.00 for the Personnel Services and $37,000.00 for the 
Expenses of the Snow Removal Account. 

     Finance Committee Recommends 
 
01-429  DIGHTON BERKLEY BRIDGE 

VOTED: On motion of William Copeland and seconded that the Town raise 
and appropriate $0.00 for the Personnel Services and $150.00 for the Expenses of 
the Dighton-Berkley Bridge Account. 

     Finance Committee Recommends 
 
01-433  WASTE COLLECTION DISPOSAL 

VOTED: On motion of William Copeland and seconded that the Town raise 
and appropriate $14,017.00 for the Personnel Services and $418,283.00 for the 
Expenses of the Waste Collection and Disposal Account. 

     Finance Committee Recommends 
 
01-491  CEMETERIES 

VOTED: On motion of William Copeland and seconded that the Town raise 
and appropriate $12,000.00 for the Expenses of the Cemeteries Account. 

     Finance Committee Recommends 
 
01-510  HEALTH (REGULATIONS) 

VOTED: On motion of Kevin Perry and seconded that the Town raise and 
appropriate $11,418.00 for the Personnel Services and $15,000.00 for the Expenses 
of the Health (Regulation) Account. 

     Finance Committee Recommends 
 
01-519  HEALTH (ADMINISTRATION) 

VOTED: On motion of Kevin Perry and seconded that the Town raise and 
appropriate $7,450.00 for the Expenses of the Health (Administration) Account. 

     Finance Committee Recommends 
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01-541  COUNCIL ON AGING 
VOTED: On motion of Kevin Perry and seconded that the Town raise and 
appropriate $82,061.20 for the Personnel Services and $9,049.00 for the Expenses 
of the Council on Aging Account. 

     Finance Committee Recommends    
   
01-543  VETERANS SERVICES 

VOTED: On motion of Kevin Perry and seconded that the Town raise and 
appropriate $22,575.93 for the Personnel Services and $89,900.00 for the Expenses 
of the Veterans Services Account. 

     Finance Committee Recommends 
 
01-610  LIBRARY 

VOTED: On motion of Peter Roache and seconded that the Town raise and 
appropriate $151,855.00 for the Personnel Services and $56,380.00 for the 
Expenses of the Library Account. 

     Finance Committee Recommends 
 
01-630  RECREATION 

VOTED: On motion of Peter Roache and seconded that the Town raise and 
appropriate $2,800.00 for the Personnel Services and $11,200.00 for the Expenses 
of the Recreation Account. 

     Finance Committee Recommends    
    
01-691  HISTORICAL COMMISSION 

VOTED: On motion of Peter Roache and seconded that the Town raise and 
appropriate $500.00 for the Expenses of the Historical Commission Account. 

     Finance Committee Recommends 
 
01-698  CABLE COMMISSION 

VOTED: On motion of Peter Roache and seconded that the Town raise and 
appropriate $600.00 for the Expenses of the Cable Commission Account. 

     Finance Committee Recommends 
 
01-710  RETIREMENT OF DEBT 

VOTED: On motion of Nancy Goulart and seconded that the Town raise and 
appropriate $50,000.00 and transfer from (Account 240-330-510-3300-3090-40) 
Septic Loan Program Funds $7,162.00 for the Expenses of the Retirement of Debt 
Account. 

     Finance Committee Recommends 
 
01-751  INTEREST ON LONG TERM DEBT 

VOTED: On motion of Nancy Goulart and seconded that the Town raise and 
appropriate $3,000.00 for the Expenses of the Interest on Long Term Debt Account. 

     Finance Committee Recommends 
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01-752  INTEREST ON SHORT TERM DEBT 
NO MOTION:  On motion that the Town raise and appropriate $0.00 for the 
Expenses of the Interest on Short Term Debt Account. 

      
01-911  RETIREMENT AND PENSION CONTRIBUTIONS 

VOTED: On motion of William Copeland and seconded that the Town raise 
and appropriate $508,241.00 for the Expenses of the Retirement and Pension 
Contributions Account. 

     Finance Committee Recommends 
 
01-912  WORKMAN'S COMPENSATION INSURANCE 

VOTED: On motion of William Copeland and seconded that the Town raise 
and appropriate $19,000.00 for the Expenses of the Workman's Compensation 
Insurance Account. 

     Finance Committee Recommends 
 
01-914  GROUP HEALTH INSURANCE 

VOTED: On motion of William Copeland and seconded that the Town raise 
and appropriate $642,353.67 for the Expenses of the Group Health Insurance 
Account. 

     Finance Committee Recommends 
 
01-915  LIFE INSURANCE 

VOTED: On motion of William Copeland and seconded that the Town raise 
and appropriate $600.00 for the Expenses of the Life Insurance Account. 

     Finance Committee Recommends 
 
01-916  EMPLOYER CONTRIBUTIONS 

VOTED: On motion of William Copeland and seconded that the Town raise 
and appropriate $44,000.00 for the Expenses of the Employer Contributions for 
FICA and Medicare. 

     Finance Committee Recommends 
 
01-920  TUITION 

VOTED: On motion of William Copeland and seconded that the Town raise 
and appropriate $1,000.00 for the Expenses of the Tuition Account. 

     Finance Committee Recommends 
 
01-945  LIABILITY INSURANCE 

VOTED: On motion of William Copeland and seconded that the Town raise 
and appropriate $88,818.00 for the Expenses of the Liability Insurance Account. 

     Finance Committee Recommends 
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ARTICLE 6.  NO MOTION:  Motion to see if the Town will vote to raise and 
appropriate and/or transfer from available funds A SUM OF MONEY in the 
Treasury money to pay prior year's bills, or act thereon. 

                       
ARTICLE 7.  VOTED: On motion of Edward Swartz and seconded to see if the 

Town will vote to approve the following sums to be expended under the 
direction of the Board of Sewer Commissioners for the maintenance of the 
Sewer Enterprise: 

   Direct Costs: 
 Salaries: $ 93,339.28 
 Expenses: $ 186,669.88 
 Capital Outlay $ 185,000.00 
 Indirect Costs: 
 Indirect Costs Total $ 39,526.36 
 
 The above appropriations will be funded as follows: 

$242,000.00 through sewer receipts and $262,535.52 transferred from Sewer 
Enterprise Retained Earnings totaling $504,535.52. 
  Finance Committee Recommends 

 
ARTICLE 8.  VOTED: On motion of Nancy Goulart and seconded to see if the 

Town will vote to appropriate from available funds from the Massachusetts 
Department of Public Works for the purpose of expending funds for capital 
improvements of local roads under the "Transportation Bond Issue” 
$288,402.00. 

     Finance Committee Recommends 
  
ARTICLE 9.  VOTED: On motion of Kevin Perry and seconded to see if the Town 

will vote to re-establish a revolving fund into which shall be paid all fees 
collected by the Dighton Public Library for copying, faxing and printing 
services; said fees to be expended from said revolving account by the 
Trustees of the Public Library for purchase of printing/copying supplies. 
Spending shall be capped at $5,000.00 

     Finance Committee Recommends 
 
ARTICLE 10.  VOTED: On motion of Kevin Perry and seconded to see if the Town 

will vote to re-establish a revolving fund into which shall be paid all overdue 
fines and monies collected by the Dighton Public Library for overdue, lost, 
and/or damaged materials; said monies to be expended from said revolving 
account by the Trustees of the Public Library for the replacement of library 
materials, library programs or take any action thereon.  Spending shall be 
capped at $8,000.00. 

     Finance Committee Recommends 
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ARTICLE 11.  VOTED: On motion of Edward Swartz and seconded to see if the 
Town will vote to make changes in grade, take land by purchase or eminent 
domain and to settle damages from land taken in conjunction with the Fiscal 
Year 2013 Highway program under Chapter 90, and the Town road 
improvement program. 

 
ARTICLE 12.  VOTED UNANIMOUSLY: On motion of Nancy Goulart and seconded to 

see if the Town will vote to authorize the Board of Selectmen subject to the 
approval of the Finance Committee, to dispose of used items returned to 
them, by sale to highest bidder, or act thereon.       

       
ARTICLE 13.  VOTED: On motion of William Copeland and seconded to see if the 

Town will vote to establish a revolving fund into which shall be paid all 
fees, gifts, and donations received by the Dighton Council on Aging for 
services rendered by “PRIME TIME” (Adult Day Supportive Care).  Said 
fees to be expended from said revolving account by the Council on Aging 
Board for the purpose of running the program. Spending shall be capped at 
$129,351.00. 

     Finance Committee Recommends 
 
ARTICLE 14.   VOTED: On motion of Peter Roache and seconded to see if the Town 

will vote to transfer from the Ambulance Fund the sum of $53,783.00 as the 
fourth (4th) year payment on the Rescue Pumper of a ten (10) year lease 
program. 

     Finance Committee Recommends 
 
ARTICLE 15.  VOTED: On motion of Edward Swartz and seconded to see if the 

Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $28,000.00 as the Sixth 
(6th) year payment of a (7) year lease program for computer software for 
Emergency Dispatch, Fire and Police. 

     Finance Committee Recommends 
 
ARTIVLE 16.  VOTED: On motion of Kevin Perry and seconded to see if the Town 

will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $15,000.00 to perform an audit 
for FY12. 

     Finance Committee Recommends   
 
ARTICLE 17.  VOTED: On motion of David Araujo and seconded to see if the Town 

will vote to re-establish a revolving fund collected by the Dighton 
Planning Board into which shall be paid all money collected through the 
sale of subdivision rules and regulation’s, zoning by-law booklets and 
zoning maps. In addition, all fees submitted to the Planning Board 
accompanied with Form A’s, Preliminary Plans, and Definitive Plans 
established in the Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 41, Town of 
Dighton Subdivision Rules & Regulations; said monies to be expended 
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from said revolving fund by the Dighton Planning Board for the 
advertising and certified mailings of Public Hearing notices for proposed 
subdivisions, engineer’s fees, attorney’s fees, amendment changes, zoning 
changes, long and short term planning purposes and related research, with 
a cap of $30,000. 

     Finance Committee Recommends 
 
ARTICLE 18.  VOTED: On motion of Edward Swartz and seconded to see if the 

Town will vote to authorize the Town Treasurer with the approval of the 
Board of Selectmen to sell at public auction all properties, which the Town 
has legally acquired by Tax Title. 

  
ARTICLE 19.   VOTED: On motion Nancy Goulart and seconded to see if the Town 

will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $12,500.00 for the upgrade 
installation of a Fire Alarm System at Town Hall. 

     Finance Committee Recommends 
 
ARTICLE 20.  VOTED: On motion of Kevin Perry and seconded to see if the Town 

will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $9,450.00 for the Pleasant 
Street culvert repair. 

     Finance Committee recommends 
 
ARTICLE 21.  VOTED AS AMENDED: On motion of Jim Howland and seconded to 

see if the Town will vote to borrow $2,500,000.00 for a term of no more 
than 20 years to pay costs to design, construct, furnish and equip a new 
Police headquarters and Communications center including all costs 
incidental and related thereto, authorize the Board of Selectmen to contract 
for in the name of the Town and do all things necessary for the 
accomplishment of this purpose, to authorize the Board of Selectmen to 
contract for and expend any state or federal grants; any gifts or donations; 
and/or any other sums of money obtained for such purpose, provided, 
however, this approval is contingent upon a debt exclusion vote. 

      Finance Committee Unanimously Recommends 
      2/3 vote required: Yes:  86               No: 5 
 
   DEFEATED: On motion of James Ready and seconded that the vote on 

Article 21 be by paper vote. 
 
   VOTED UNANIMOUSLY: On motion of Karen O’Connor to amend 

Article 21 to include for a term of no more than 20 years. 
      Finance Committee Recommends 
 
ARTICLE 22.  VOTED: On motion of Ellen Bidlack and seconded to see if the 

Town will vote to appropriate or reserve from the Community 
Preservation annual revenues in the amounts recommended by the 
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Community Preservation Committee for committee administrative 
expenses, community preservation projects and other expenses in fiscal 
year 2013, with each item to be considered a separate appropriation: 

 
Appropriations: 
From FY 2013 estimated revenues for Committee Administrative 
Expenses $4,577.35 
 
Reserves: 
From FY 2013 estimated revenues for Historic Resources Reserve 
$12,206.27 
From FY 2013 estimated revenues for Community Housing Reserve 
$12,206.27 
From FY 2013 estimated revenues for Open Space Reserve $12,206.27 
From FY 2013 estimated revenues for Budgeted Reserve $50,000.00 

     Finance Committee Recommends 
 
ARTICLE 23.  DEFEATED: On motion of Tom Pires and seconded to see if the Town 

will vote to raise and appropriate $11,000.00 for the heating upgrade at the 
Grange Hall. 

     Finance Committee Does Not Recommend 
 
   VOTED UNANIMOUSLY: On motion of Tom Pires and seconded to 

allow James Aguiar, Town of Dighton Building Inspector to address town 
residents at the Annual Town meeting. 

 
ARTICLE 24.  VOTED: On motion of Peter Roache and seconded to see if the 

Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $12,800.00 to purchase 
and install six (6) new desktop computers, equipment, and software.   

     Finance Committee Recommends 
 
ARTICLE 25.  VOTED: On motion of Peter Roache and seconded to see if the 

Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $9,500.00 to replace 
and install server(s) located in Town Hall. 

     Finance Committee Recommends 
 
ARTICLE 26.  VOTED: On motion of Peter Roache and seconded to see if the 

Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $5,000.00 to upgrade 
the Towns email infrastructure allowing for a secure remote access email 
for all Town Departments. 

     Finance Committee Recommends 
 
ARTICLE 27.  VOTED: On motion of Edward Swartz and seconded see if the Town 

will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $20,000.00 to have Aquaria 
Water, LLC and Equipower Resources Corp. (Dighton Power) appraised 

26



 

for the FY 2013 triennial certification revaluation as required by the 
Department of Revenue. 

     Finance Committee Recommends 
 
ARTICLE 28.  VOTED UNANIMOUSLY: On motion of David Araujo and seconded to 

see if the Town will vote to rezone a parcel of land in accordance with 
Chapter 40A, of the Massachusetts General Laws, to amend the current 
Town of Dighton Zoning Map and the Town of Dighton Zoning by-law by 
changing the zoning designation as Industrial to Residence and 
Agriculture on the following described parcel of land on Center Street, 
said parcel being more particularly bounded and described as follows: 

 
 Being Lot 2 on a plan of land entitled: “Plan of Land in Dighton, Massachusetts, prepared 

for Judith A. Costa, scale 1”=80, January 21, 1998, rev. as of 5/04/98 
Hayward, Boynton & Williams, Inc. Land Surveyors & Civil Engineers, 
60 Court Street, Taunton, MA which plan is recorded in the Bristol County 
North District Registry of Deeds in Plan Book 371 page 28.  Said lot 2 
contains 12.930 acres according to the plan. 

     Planning Board Recommends 
     2/3 Vote Required 
 
ARTICLE 29.  NO MOTION:   On motion to see if the Town will vote to amend the 

Town of Dighton Zoning Bylaw, by amending the “Town of Dighton 
Zoning Map, 1978 with an amendment entitled “Town of Dighton, 
Massachusetts, 2012, Official Zoning Map effective date June 12, 2012 
last revised June 1, 2009 and which adds the areas noted thereon as the 
“Industrial Overlay District” all as reflected in said plan amendment on 
file with the Town of Dighton Town Clerk’s Office. 

    Motion withdrawn by David Araujo- Planning Board Chariman 
 
ARTICLE 30.  NO MOTION:  Motion to see if the Town will vote to amend the 

Town of Dighton General By-laws to incorporate the following: 
 

Article XXXII Littering/Illegal Dumping 
No person shall place or cause to be placed any waste, refuse, boxes, or 
any other matter in or on any street, park or common of this Town. 
Whoever violates this section shall pay a fine as follows: 
First Offense  $150.00 - $5,000 
Second Offense $500.00 – $15,000.00 
 Motion withdrawn by Tom Pires. Board of Selectmen 

 
ARTICLE 31.  NO MOTION:  Motion to see if the Town will vote to amend the Town of 

Dighton General By-laws to incorporate the following: 
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Article XXXIII  False Alarm  
Any residence, school, municipal building or place of business which has 
an alarm system connected directly to the Police and/or Fire Departments 
or connected indirectly to said Department through a private alarm 
company (each of which will be hereinafter referred to as a “monitored 
system”), shall be charged a fine for all responses by the Department to 
such buildings when the response is caused by: (1) the activation of the 
monitored system through mechanical failure, malfunction, improper 
installation, or negligence of the user of an alarm system or his employees 
or agents; or (2) the activation of the monitored system requesting, 
requiring or resulting in a response on the part of the Police Department 
when, in fact, there has been no unauthorized intrusion, robbery or 
burglary, or attempted threat. For the purposes of this bylaw, activation of 
a monitored system for the purposes of testing with prior approval by the 
Police Department, or by an act of God, including, but not limited to, 
power outages, hurricanes, tornadoes, earthquakes and similar weather or 
atmospheric disturbances shall not be deemed to be a false alarm. A fine 
for violation of this bylaw may be assessed against the owner or tenant of 
the residence or place of business. Penalties for violation of this bylaw 
shall be as follows, successive responses to be counted within any twelve 
month period:  
First Three Responses    Warning  
Fourth – Sixth Responses   $ 50.00 
Seventh and Subsequent Responses  $100.00 
 
This section may be enforced pursuant to the non-criminal disposition 
method as contained in M.G.L. Chapter 40, Section 21D and M.G.L. 
Chapter 270, Section 16.  Enforcing persons shall be police officers. 
 

The Moderator appointed the following members to the Finance Committee for FY 2013: 
 
Bridget E. Connors 
William H. Copeland 
Nancy J. Goulart 
Kevin J. Perry  
Peter J. Roache 
Edward B. Swartz 
 
 
VOTED: On motion of Edward Dutra and seconded to dissolve Annual Town Meeting at 
9:20PM.  
 
ATTEST: _____________________ 
  Susana Medeiros 
  Town Clerk         
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SPECIAL TOWN MEETING 
MAY 22, 2012 

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 
 

The Special Town Meeting held on May 22, 2012, at the Dighton-Rehoboth Regional High School, 
was called to order at 7:00PM by William E. McKeon, Jr., Moderator. Salute to the flag was given. 
 The checkers were Maureen Dutra, Mary Perry, Margaret Mullen and Joan Ready, Warden.  Total 
attendance was 42. 
 
VOTED:  On motion of Tom Pires and seconded to dispense with the reading of the 

warrant. 
 
VOTED:  On motion of Tom Pires and seconded to dispense with the reading of the 

Articles and references to them be made by number and content. 
 
VOTED:  On motion of Tom Pires and seconded to consider adjournment at 11:00 

P.M. 
 
ARTICLE 1.  VOTED: On motion of Tom Pires and seconded to hear the reports of 

the Town Officials and act thereon. 
 
   NO REPORTS OF TOWN OFFICIALS 
 
Moderator, William E. McKeon, Jr. recessed the Special Town Meeting at 7:05PM for the Finance 

Committee to gather to make their recommendation for Article 2.  The 
Special Town Meeting was reconvened at 7:06PM. 

 

ARTICLE 2.  VOTED: On motion of Tom Pires and seconded that the Town will 
vote to amend the action of the Annual Town Meeting on June 7, 2011, in 
Article 5, to reduce the following: 

 
Dept. # Dept. Name Amount 

300-5690 Expenses Regional School District-
Education 

($119,091.17)

 
     Finance Committee Recommends Unanimously 
 
VOTED:  On motion of Tom Pires and seconded to dissolve the Special Town 

Meeting of May 22, 2012 at 7:45PM.   
 
  
ATTEST: __________________________ 
  Town Clerk 
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SPECIAL TOWN MEETING 
NOVEMBER 29, 2012 

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 
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SPECIAL TOWN ELECTION 
AUGUST 9, 2012 

 
The Special Town Election for the Debt Exclusion Ballot Vote to finance the design, 

construction, the furnishing and equipping of a new Police Headquarters and Communication 
Center was held on August 9, 2012, at the Dighton Elementary School for both Precincts One 
and Two. 

 
The meeting was called to order at 10:00 A.M. by Susana Medeiros, Town Clerk.  The 

balloting was under the supervision of Joan Ready, Warden, Roberta Perry, Clerk, , Teri 
Carpenter, Clerk, Sharon Araujo, Irene Bilodeau, Eleanor Boegler, Maureen Dutra, Erin Ferry, 
Dinis Loura, Joanne Fletcher, Margaret Mullen, Mary Perry, Barbara Pierce, Barbara Simmons, 
Elizabeth Silvia and Glenna Smith. 

 
The polls were closed at 8:00 P.M. and the total number of votes cast for Precinct One 

was Three Hundred Thirty Six and for Precinct Two was Three Hundred Ten Ballots.  The 
ballots having been assorted and counted, the result was declared as follows: 

 
 BALLOT  QUESTION . Shall the Town of Dighton be allowed to exempt from the 
provisions of proposition two and one-half, so-called, the amounts required to pay for the bonds 
to be issued in order to finance the design, construction, furnishing and equipping of a new 
Police headquarters and Communication center, including all costs incidental and related 
thereto? 
 
  PRECINCT ONE:    PRECINCT TWO: 
 
  YES         218    YES  174 
  NO          118    NO  136 
  TOTAL 336    TOTAL 310  
 

  
      
ATTEST: 
        
        Town Clerk 
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PRESIDENTIAL PRIMARY ELECTION 
MARCH 6, 2012 

 
On March 6, 2012, the Presidential Primary was held at the Dighton Elementary School for 
Precincts One and Two.  The polls opened at 7:00AM and closed at 8:00PM.  Five Hundred 
Eighty-One Ballots were cast as follows for Precincts One and Two: For Precinct One, Fifty 
for the Democratic Party, Two Hundred Forty-Four for the Republican Party.  No ballots cast for 
the Green-Rainbow Party.  For Precinct Two, Fifty for the Democratic Party, Two Hundred 
Thirty-Six for the Republican Party and One for the  Green-Rainbow Party.  The Election 
Officers were; Joan Ready, Warden; Roberta Perry, Clerk and Theresa Carpenter, Clerk.  
Checkers were Lois Achtelik, Sharon Araujo, Carol Beauregard, Irene Bilodeau, Dolores 
Barboza, Mary Carey, Maureen Dutra, Erin Ferry, Margaret Mullen, Mary Perry, Barbara Pierce, 
Libby Silvia, and Barbara Simmons.  The result was declared as follows: 
 
PRECINCT ONE 
 
DEMOCRATIC PARTY 
 
 PRESIDENTIAL PREFERENCE 
  Barack Obama     37 
  No Preference     9 
  All Others     0 
  Blank                                            4  50 
 
 STATE COMMITTEE MAN, First Plymouth & Bristol 
  Marc R. Pacheco    44 
  All Others                   1  
  Blank       5  50    
 
 STATE COMMITTEE WOMAN, First Plymouth & Bristol 
  Mary Wasylyk     42 
  All Others           0         
  Blank            8  50 
 
 TOWN COMMITTEE 
  Group           0 
  All Others         22  
  Blank                   478  500 
 
REPUBLICAN PARTY 
 
 PRESIDENTIAL PREFERENCE 
  Ron Paul        25 
  Mitt Romney      163 
  Rick Perry          0 
  Rick Santorum       37 
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 PRESIDENTIAL PREFERENCE (continued) 
  Jon Huntsman          0 
  Michele Bachmann                                   0  
  Newt Gingrich         16 
  No Preference                                            2 
  All Others           1 
  Blank            0  244 
 
 STATE COMMITTEE MAN, First Plymouth & Bristol 
  William L. Nickerson    138 
                         All Others                                               1 
  Blank      105  244     
           
 STATE COMMITTEE WOMAN, First Plymouth & Bristol 
  Kimberly Palmer       12 

All Others                                               29 
  Blank       203  244 
 
 TOWN COMMITTEE 
  Group          0 

All Others         9 
  Blank                2431  2440 
 
GREEN-RAINBOW PARTY 
   
 PRESIDENTIAL PREFERENCE 
  Kent Mesplay         0   
  Jill Stein         0 
  Harley Mikkelson        0 
  No Preference         0 
  All Others                                0 
  Blank          0  0 
 
 STATE COMMITTEE MAN, First Plymouth & Bristol 
  All Others         0 

Blank          0  0 
  
 STATE COMMITTEE WOMAN, First Plymouth & Bristol 
  All Others         0 

Blank          0  0 
 
 TOWN COMMITTEE 
             Group      0 

All Others         0 
  Blank          0  0 
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PRECINCT TWO 
 
DEMOCRATIC PARTY 
 
 PRESIDENTIAL PREFERENCE 
  Barack Obama          35 
  No Preference                                           11 
  All Others                       1 
  Blank                                                           3  50 
 
 STATE COMMITTEE MAN, First Plymouth & Bristol 
  Marc R. Pacheco         44 
  All Others                                                   0  
  Blank              6  50    
 
 
 STATE COMMITTEE WOMAN, First Plymouth & Bristol 
  Mary Wasylyk         43 
  All Others           0         
  Blank            7  50 
 
 TOWN COMMITTEE 
  Group           0 
  All Others          4  
  Blank                  496  500 
 
 
REPUBLICAN PARTY 
 
 PRESIDENTIAL PREFERENCE 
  Ron Paul        21 
  Mitt Romney      148 
  Rick Perry          0 
  Rick Santorum       50 
  Jon Huntsman          1 
  Michele Bachmann                                   1  
  Newt Gingrich         13 
  No Preference                                            2 
  All Others           0 
  Blank            0  236 
 
 STATE COMMITTEE MAN, First Plymouth & Bristol 
  William L. Nickerson    120 
                         All Others                                               1 
  Blank      115  236     
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 STATE COMMITTEE WOMAN, First Plymouth & Bristol 
  Kimberly Palmer       14 

All Others                                               17 
  Blank       205  236 
 
 TOWN COMMITTEE 
  Group          0 

All Others         6 
  Blank                354  2360 
 
GREEN-RAINBOW PARTY 
   
 PRESIDENTIAL PREFERENCE 
  Kent Mesplay         0   
  Jill Stein         0 
  Harley Mikkelson        0 
  No Preference         0 
  All Others                                0 
  Blank          1  1 
 
 STATE COMMITTEE MAN, First Plymouth & Bristol 
  All Others         1 

Blank          0  1 
  
  
STATE COMMITTEE WOMAN, First Plymouth & Bristol 
  All Others         0 

Blank          1  1 
 
 TOWN COMMITTEE 
  Group            0 
             All Others         1 
  Blank          9  10 
 
 
ATTEST:       
                                           Town Clerk 
 
 
 
DATE:  ______________________________ 
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STATE PRIMARY 
SEPTEMBER 6, 2012 

 
On September 6, 2012, the State Primary was held at the Dighton Elementary School for 
Precincts One and Two.  The polls opened at 7:00AM and closed at 8:00PM.  Four Hundred 
Fifty-Five Ballots were cast as follows for Precincts One and Two: For Precinct One, One 
hundred twenty-four for the Democratic Party, One hundred two for the Republican Party.  No 
ballots cast for the Green-Rainbow Party.  For Precinct Two, One hundred twenty-eight for the 
Democratic Party, One hundred one for the Republican Party.  No ballots cast for the Green-
Rainbow Party.  The Election Officers were; Joan Ready, Warden; Roberta Perry, Clerk and 
Theresa Carpenter, Clerk.  Checkers were Lois Achtelik, Irene Bilodeau, Dolores Barboza, 
Eleanor Boegler, Mary Carey, Maureen Dutra, Erin Ferry, Denis Loura, Margaret Mullen, Mary 
Perry, Barbara Pierce, Libby Silvia, and Barbara Simmons.  The result was declared as follows: 
 
PRECINCT 1 
 

DEMOCRATIC PARTY 
  
 SENATOR IN CONGRESS 
   Elizabeth A. Warren     109 
   Blanks       14 
   Write-Ins      1  124 
     
 REPRESENTATIVE IN CONGRESS 
   Rachel E. Brown     11 
   Joseph P. Kennedy, III      110 
   Herb Robinson                                   2 
   Blanks       1 
   Write-Ins      0  124 
 
 COUNCILLOR 
   Nicholas D. Bernier        62 
   Oliver P. Cipollini, Jr.        19 
   Walter D. Moniz        24       
   Blanks                     19 
   Write-Ins          0  124  
  
  SENATOR IN GENERAL COURT 
   Marc R. Pacheco      102 
   Blanks          19 
   Write-Ins           3  124 
 
 REPRESENTATIVE IN GENERAL COURT 
   Patricia A. Haddad       108 
   Blanks           16    
   Write-Ins      0  124  
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 CLERK OF COURTS 
   Mark J. Santos                     94 
   Blanks           30 
   Write-Ins            0  124 
 REGISTER OF DEEDS 
   Barry J. Amaral         99 
   Blanks           25 
   Write-Ins            0  124  
    
 COUNTY COMMISSIONER 
   Paul B. Kitchen         59 
   John R. Mitchell                    78 
   Blanks         111 
   Write-Ins                       0  248 
 
 COUNTY TREASURER 
   Christopher T. Saunders        93 
   Blanks                                                                  31 
   Write-Ins                                                                0  124 
    

REPUBLICAN PARTY 
 
 SENATOR IN CONGRESS 
   Scott P. Brown         102 
   Blanks              0   
   Write-Ins             0  102      
    
 REPRESENTATIVE IN CONGRESS 
   Sean Bielat                         66 
   Elizabeth Childs                                                      4 
   David L. Steinhof                                                  30 
   Blanks               2 
   Write-Ins              0  102        
 
 COUNCILLOR 
   Charles Cipollini           71    
   Blanks             31  
   Write-Ins              0  102  
    
 SENATOR IN GENERAL COURT 
   Blanks             90 
   Write-Ins            12  102  
  
 REPRESENTATIVE IN GENERAL COURT 
   Blanks             95 
   Write-Ins              7  102 
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 CLERK OF COURTS 
Blanks              97 

   Write-Ins               5  102 
 
 REGISTER OF DEEDS 
   Blanks               97 
   Write-Ins                5  102 
   

COUNTY COMMISSIONER     
   Blanks             195       
   Write-Ins                           9  204 
 
 COUNTY TREASURER 
   Blanks               96 
   Write-Ins                6  102 
 

GREEN-RAINBOW PARTY 
              

There were no Candidates and Zero Blanks and Zero Write-Ins each for the following 
offices: 

  
 SENATOR IN CONGRESS 
 REPRESENTATIVE IN CONGRESS 
 COUNCILLOR 
 SENATOR IN GENERAL COURT 
 REPRESENTATIVE IN GENERAL COURT 
 CLERK OF COURTS 
 REGISTER OF DEEDS 
 COUNTY TREASURER 

COUNTY COMMISSIONER 
 

PRECINCT 2 
 

DEMOCRATIC PARTY 
  
 SENATOR IN CONGRESS 
   Elizabeth A. Warren          99 
   Blanks            25 
   Write-Ins             4  128 
     
 REPRESENTATIVE IN CONGRESS  
   Rachel E. Brown                     18 
   Joseph P. Kennedy, III                                          97 
   Herb Robinson                                                        5 
   Blanks              7 
   Write-Ins             1  128 

46



 COUNCILLOR 
   Nicholas D. Bernier           87 
   Oliver P. Cipollini, Jr.             9 
   Walter D. Moniz                                 16    
   Blanks                        16 
   Write-Ins              0  128  
 
 SENATOR IN GENERAL COURT 
   Marc R. Pacheco           08 
   Blanks               19 
   Write-Ins                1  128 
 
 REPRESENTATIVE IN GENERAL COURT 
   Patricia A. Haddad          108 
   Blanks              20    
   Write-Ins               0  128 
      
 CLERK OF COURTS 
   Marc J. Santos                        96 
   Blanks              32 
   Write-Ins               0  128 
 
 REGISTER OF DEEDS 
   Barry J. Amaral           103 
   Blanks               24 
   Write-Ins                1  128  
    
 COUNTY COMMISSIONER 
   Paul B. Kitchen              59 
   John R. Mitchell              83 
   Blanks              114 
   Write-Ins                           0  256 
 
 COUNTY TREASURER 
   Christopher T. Saunders              93 
   Blanks                 34 
   Write-Ins      1  128 
     

REPUBLICAN PARTY 
 
 SENATOR IN CONGRESS 
   Scott P. Brown                     96 
   Blanks          5   
   Write-Ins      0  101 
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REPRESENTATIVE IN CONGRESS 
   Sean Bielat                 56 
   Elizabeth Childs     7 
   David L. Steinhof     33 
   Blanks        5 
   Write-Ins        0  101 
  
 COUNCILLOR    
   Charles Cipollini         68 
   Blanks                  33  
   Write-Ins      0  101 
   
 SENATOR IN GENERAL COURT 
   Blanks       96 
   Write-Ins      5  101  
  
 REPRESENTATIVE IN GENERAL COURT 
   Blanks       96 
   Write-Ins       5  101 
 CLERK OF COURTS 

Blanks       99 
   Write-Ins      2  101 
 
 REGISTER OF DEEDS 
   Blanks       99 
   Write-Ins      2  101 
 

COUNTY COMMISSIONER     
   Blanks       200       
   Write-Ins                  2   202     
 
 COUNTY TREASURER 
   Blanks        100 
   Write-Ins         1   101 
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GREEN-RAINBOW PARTY 
              

There were no Candidates and Zero Blanks and Zero Write-Ins each for the following 
offices: 

  
 SENATOR IN CONGRESS 
 REPRESENTATIVE IN CONGRESS 
 COUNCILLOR 
 SENATOR IN GENERAL COURT 
 REPRESENTATIVE IN GENERAL COURT 
 CLERK OF COURTS 
 REGISTER OF DEEDS 

COUNTY COMMISSIONER 
 COUNTY TREASURER 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                      ATTEST:______________________  
                                                                        Town Clerk 
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BOARD OF SELECTMEN 
 

To the Citizens of the Town of Dighton: 
 
We herewith submit our Annual Report for calendar year 2012. 
 
2012 marks the 300th Anniversary for the Town of Dighton.  Highlights of the Tri-Centennial 
Celebration throughout the year included: 
 

• Males participated in Brothers of the Brush Competition. 
• Selectmen joined with the colonists on Founders Day for the crossing of the Taunton 

River and horse and buggy ride to attend services at the site of the First Meeting House. 
• A colonial encampment and battle re-enactment took place at Sweets Knoll Park. 
• Memorial Day Parade paid tribute to all Veterans and Colonists as they joined in the 

parade.  Newly appointed Veteran’s Agent, Jack Taylor, was praised and thanked for his 
supervision and organization of all the Memorial Day activities.   

 
This Board wishes to thank and praise all the people, groups and organizations that assisted and 
participated throughout the year in all the Tri-Centennial events of 2012. 
 
Major upgrades were made at Dighton Town Hall: 

• All Department IT Services, a number of computers, servers, software and improved 
emailing system. 

• Also, fire and security alarm systems brought up to date and standards.  Thanks to the 
voters at Town Meetings for these security improvements.  

• Two boilers (original equipment) were also replaced at Town Hall. 
• GIS Mapping for certain Departments are now available online at the Town of Dighton 

website.  This will enable the public to view certain planning, zoning and property 
information within the Town. 

 
Bids for a new town ambulance were sent out for re-bids due to a challenge by one bidder.  The 
new ambulance will be forthcoming for a bid of $237,003.66 from Braun Industries of Ohio.   
 
Selectmen Dean V. Cronin was appointed by the Board as the Personnel Officer for the Town of 
Dighton.  He will handle all issues brought forth by Town Employees and then offer his 
recommendations to the Board of Selectmen for resolve.   
 
The following Eagle Scouts had proposed and completed their projects during the year 2012: 

• Jacob Teixeira for Troop 45 – renovated and restored the Mumford Briggs Cemetery 
located on Somerset Avenue. 

• Kyle Medeiros – erected flag pole and memorial to Firefighters on behalf of the 9-11 
tragedy in New York City, next to the North Dighton Fire Station. 

 
The Grange Hall received a new heating system thanks to funds available from the Community 
Preservation Committee. 
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The voters of Dighton voted at Town Meeting to fund the costs for the construction of the much 
needed Police Station on land donated by the Dighton Power Plant on Somerset Avenue.  The 
ceiling cost was voted on at $2.5 million dollars.  Construction is expected to begin during the 
Spring of 2013.  Many thanks go out to all those concerned voters who saw it a necessity to 
assure the safety concerns in the Town of Dighton.  Also, special thanks to the members of the 
Police Building Committee for their hard and diligent hours spent to get this project initiated and 
underway. 
 
Tony Rosario, on behalf of the Taunton Vietnam Veteran’s Association, again put on three 
Cruise Nights in the rear of Town Hall in June, July and August.   
 
Surplus emergency vehicles were acquired, at no cost, by Sgt. Edward Dutra, Jr. from the 
military bases that are reducing their equipment inventory.  Such vehicles as:  Humvees, 
Transport Trucks, Fork Lifts and 4-Wheel Drive Vehicles are to be used in storm and disaster 
situations.  
 
Numerous solar farm companies have approached the Town of Dighton and proposed the 
advantages of solar electricity sites.  Due to inefficient information, costs, and savings to the 
Town – no action has been taken by this Board to date. 
 
The Town of Dighton is seeking (legally) reimbursement of out-of-district vocational school 
expenses and transportation paid from the Dighton-Rehoboth Regional School Budget for 
students, who did not attend these schools from this Town.  Only Rehoboth students, in fact, 
attended the out-of-district vocational school and thus full costs were the responsibility of 
Rehoboth and not split with the Town of Dighton. 
 
Incumbent Thomas Pires won his re-election bid for Selectmen at the April town election.   
 
Nancy Pinto, Veteran’s Agent/Building Inspector Secretary, has been certified as a Shine 
Representative to advise and counsel elderly and veterans for insurance needs and options.  
 
 New reserve police officers were appointed to the Dighton Police Department.  All six members 
successfully graduated from the Reserve Training Academy. 
 
Dighton “Cow Chip Festival” continues to draw large crowds for a fun-filled affair.  Again, 
thanks to the Lion’s Club for all they do in conjunction with this affair.   
 
A Dighton landmark “Dighton Red & White” store was torn down due to safety concerns and 
deteriorated conditions.  
 
Dighton held a Student Government Day with chosen students from Dighton-Rehoboth Regional 
High School and Dighton Middle School being “in charge” of Departments throughout the town.  
They saw how all factions of Town government operate on a daily basis.  Two students ran the 
weekly Board of Selectmen’s meeting with readings of announcements and correspondence.  
Great job by all our future leaders and this Board will continue this yearly Student Government 
Day in the future. 
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The Board of Health and the Board of Selectmen initiated new licenses and fees for certain 
businesses in Town.  New issues take effect January 1, 2013. 
 
Major findings at the Highway Garage property prompted the EPA, DEP and Green Seal 
Environmental Services to mediate contamination issues be corrected on the site.  Large oil tanks 
and gasoline storage tanks were unearthed and found to have leaked fuels in the past years.  It 
has been determined that previous owners and businesses of this property were the cause of this 
major and expensive clean up. 
 
The Board of Health has established a “Sharps Disposal Program.”  Users of syringes, needles, 
etc., can purchase certified sharps containers from the Board of Health office and return same 
when full for safe disposal of the used “sharps” at no cost to the residents of Dighton. 
 
The Brook Street Bridge was dedicated in memory of Clinton Rose, Veteran and business owner 
from the Town of Dighton. 
 
“Lights on Ceremony” again draws a huge crowd.  Thanks go out to Susana Medeiros, the 
Holiday Committee and the Fire Department for delivering Mr. & Mrs. Clause to Town, the 
Highway Department for all their set-up help, the Dighton Lion’s Club for their refreshments and 
foods, Representative Patricia Haddad for her hot chocolate and all the entertainment provided 
by the Dighton Middle School Chorus and Dighton-Rehoboth Regional High School Marching 
Band.  And a special thanks to the youngsters and Selectmen who led the singing of Christmas 
Carols. 
 
Selectmen Chairman E. Bud Whalon resigns after taking up residence in another Town.  This 
Board, as well as many townspeople, wish to thank Bud for his years of service and commitment 
to making decisions with the interest of the people of Dighton in mind.  Thank you Bud. 
 
Students from Dighton will be welcomed to apply to attend Bristol-Plymouth Regional 
Vocational High School in September 2013.  Dighton has re-entered this school district as a 
member and look forward to a long lasting educational partnership with Bristol-Plymouth.  
Edward Dutra, Jr. has been appointed as interim member to the Bristol-Plymouth Regional 
School Committee.   
 
Lastly, the current Selectmen, Dean V. Cronin and Thomas J. Pires wish to sincerely thank all 
the employees of the Town of Dighton for their outstanding service, cooperation and 
professional work ethics in helping Town government to run smoothly and efficiently throughout 
this year. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Dean V. Cronin, Chairman 
Thomas J. Pires, Clerk 
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TOWN CLERK 
 
 As of January 31, 2013, the total population was 7,630.  There were 4,777 voters of 
which 1139 were Democrats, 647 were Republicans, 2,949 were Unenrolled (no party 
affiliation), 23 were Libertarians, 9 were Green Rainbow, and 10 were of other designations. The 
General By-Laws of the Town of Dighton states that the annual meeting of the Town for the 
election of Town officers shall be held on the Saturday following the first Monday in April each 
year.  The Annual Town Election will be held on Saturday, April 6, 2013 from 8AM to 6PM. As 
of January 2012, there are now two (2) precincts in the Town of Dighton and all voters in both 
precincts will vote at the Dighton Elementary School. 
 
  The Clerk’s office had an extremely busy year in 2012 with five elections being held, 
including the Special Town Election on August 9, 2012 for the construction of a new Police 
Station. Six hundred and forty six ballots were cast with three hundred ninety two yes votes and 
two hundred fifty four no votes. 
 
 As your Town Clerk, I have been privileged to meet with many of the residents and I am 
very thankful for their continued support. As our town continues to grow, our office continues to 
strive to keep the residents informed of town information and we are totally dedicated to the 
residents. Pam Waller, in her role as Assistant Town Clerk, continues to be proficient in her 
many duties. Pam’s constant attention to detail enables the clerk’s office to continuously operate 
efficiently. Pam is a true asset to the Clerk’s office with her ability to handle many different 
tasks.  Whereas the Clerk’s office is shared with the Treasurer and Collector’s office, the entire 
staff works together to support the town residents. Mary Hathaway, our Treasurer/Collector and 
Helen Kadlec, our Assistant Treasurer and Collector continue to support the Clerk’s Office on a 
daily basis with their extensive knowledge of the Clerk’s office. I am very appreciative of 
Mary’s and Helen’s day to day assistance.  Mary, Pam, Helen and I will continue to do whatever 
is needed to keep our busy office working efficiently and effectively. 
 
 I would like to thank the Board of Selectman and their staff, Department Heads, all the 
Boards and Committees, and all town employees for their support and cooperation throughout 
the year.  My sincere gratitude to Tom Ferry and the Highway Department staff for setting up the 
election equipment at the Elementary School.  A special thank you to the staff and students at the 
Dighton Elementary School for their cooperation during the five elections that were held during 
2012.  
 
 Most of all I am very thankful for the support of the residents of Dighton and I continue 
to look forward in serving the residents of the Town of Dighton with complete dedication. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Sue Medeiros 
Town Clerk 
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DATEDEATH by DATEDEATH FIRST/MID_NAMELAST_NAME AGE
January

January 7 Josephine Vermilyea 92
January 9 Edward Carpenter 84
January 14 Gerard J. Janson 85
January 17 Kathryn E.M. 81
January 18 Shirley J. Lengyel 78
January 20 Irene Therese Brodeur 92
January 22 Elizabeth Boucher 83
January 25 Evelyn Carpenter 78
January 30 Theresa Scully 86

February
February 11 Clarence Magan 91
February 14 Lucy Mendoza 92
February 22 Antonio Francisco Bisinha 71

March
March 7 Janet Allard 75
March 15 Sharon Gail Finch 67

April
April 5 Huguette M. Toce 86
April 7 Paula M. McGarr 51
April 10 James A. Ludovicz 66
April 18 Ronald Botelho 68
April 18 Manuel Marques Barbosa 58

May
May 2 Barbara Babbitt 83
May 3 Fred W. Woodcock 89
May 11 Raymond Soares Monteiro 87
May 25 Rachel Doris Malenfant 90

June
June 4 Warren G. Schondek 61
June 10 Robert E. Silvia 68
June 18 Francis E. King 77
June 20 Thelma M. Wheeler 90
June 28 Manuel Bianchi 80

July
July 12 Lillian Marie Silviera 97
July 15 Mildred R. Rebello 99
July 15 Pauline S. Schlemmer 91
July 26 Christopher M. Connolly 36

August
August 4 James Francis Luddy, Jr. 86
August 15 Virginia Kennard 89
August 15 Richard K. Leonard 64
August 24 Donald E. Rose 48

DEATHS REGISTERED

2 

 

2012
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September
September 4 Jane Rita Joyce 80
September 16 Frank V. Jonis 95
September 18 Jacqueline Ann Booth 80
September 24 Clinton E. Rose 89
September 25 Stanley A. Brezinski, Jr. 71
September 25 Paul G. Wynn 57
September 27 Alexander, Jr. Joseph 71

October
October 3 Helen G. White 92
October 14 Mary Moran 99

November
November 7 Renado Barros 45

December
December 9 Anna R. Mora 87
December 14 Carroll C. Stevens 96
December 17 John T. Daley, Jr. 72
December 25 Stephen P. Andrade 60
December 28 Joseph M. Albernaz 57
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To The Board of Selectmen

     I hereby submit my report for the Fiscal Year 2012 in the following schedules:

          Combined Balance Sheet           -  - All Funds

          General Fund
               Receipts 
               Disbursements
               Statement of Appropriations
               Budget Entries
               Fund Balance

          Special Revenue Funds               Highway CPA
               Receipts
               Disbursements

          Other Special Revenue Funds
               Receipts
               Disbursements
               Fund Balances

          Sewer Enterprise Funds
               Receipts
               Disbursements
               Budget Entries
               Fund Balance

          Trust Funds
               Receipts
               Disbursements
               Fund Balances

          Agency Funds
               Receipts
               Disbursements
               Fund Balances

          Municipal Indebtedness Analysis

     Free cash for Fiscal Year 2012 as certified by the Bureau of Accounts on 
     September 14, 2011 was $ 231,101.

Respectfully submitted,

              Jennifer Luiz
          Town Accountant

TOWN ACCOUNTANT 
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TOWN OF DIGHTON - COMBINED BALANCE SHEET - JUNE 30, 2012

GENERAL HIGHWAY OTHER SPECIAL OSR SEWER SEWER TRUST AGENCY ACCT. GROUP GENERAL
FUND FUND REVENUE CPA ENTERPRISE ENTERPRISE FUNDS FUNDS LONG TERM FUND

FUNDS FIXED ASSETS DEBT. ACCTS. FIXED ASSETS
~010 ~023 ~240 ~250 ~600 ~610 ~810, 820, 830 ~890 ~900 ~910

ASSETS

Petty Cash $475.00 $75.00 $75.00
Cash $989,000.00 ($112,044.02) $1,381,024.59 $179,059.14 $711,806.62 $1,024,430.61 $587,170.91
Receivables:
   Property Taxes $409,016.31
   Revenue Received-Not Yet Due $0.00 ($217.91)
   Conveyance/Rollback Tax $0.00
   Tax Liens $1,135,715.43 $2,242.66 $100.56
   Tax Liens-Districts $133,947.83
CPA Surcharge $2,263.38
   Motor Vehicle Excise $129,938.06
   Boat Excise $7,568.00
   User Fees $13,428.63
   Trash Bags-Vendors $10,457.62
   Ambulance $221,410.62
Reserve for Uncollected Receivables-Overlay ($163,448.94)
Apportioned Title V Betterments-Added to Taxes  
Committed Interest Added to Taxes  
Apportioned Title V Betterments-Not Yet Due $93,756.63
Reserve for Uncollected Committed Interest
Reserve for Uncollected Title V Bettermets ($93,756.63)
Due from Other Governments $56,145.25 $112,044.02 $26,672.24
Dept. Receivables $1,804.58
Tax Foreclosures $262,538.48
Land $68,245.00 $3,765,518.00
Land Improvements $116,567.00
Accumulated Depreciation-Land Improvements ($108,789.08)
Buildings $1,084,192.00
Accumulated Depreciation-Buildings ($945,064.13)
Building Improvements $279,380.72
Accumulated Depreciation-Building Improvements ($82,743.23)
Infrastructure $2,720,993.73 $1,561,973.40
Accumulated Depreciation-Infrastructure ($1,248,570.09) ($290,661.83)
Machinery & Equipment $11,562.02 $1,118,719.74
Accumulated Depreciation-Machinery & Equipment ($1,734.30) ($617,088.77)
Vehicles $20,000.00 $2,618,295.84
Accumulated Depreciation-Vehicles ($20,000.00) ($1,798,688.79)
Construction in Progress $0.00
Amounts to be Provided for $6,272.99 $1,005,655.58  

TOTAL ASSETS $2,973,157.62 $0.00 $1,629,182.45 $183,565.18 $731,465.89 $1,550,496.36 $1,024,430.61 $587,170.91 $1,005,655.58 $6,701,610.87

LIABILITIES

Warrants Payable $151,575.68 $7,425.57 $4,159.08 $6,812.41
 Payroll Amounts Withheld $34,132.91
Accrued Compensated Absences $6,272.99 $214,547.28
Other Obligations-Landfill Capping & Monitoring $292,500.00
Due to Other Governments $5,160.00
Short Term BANS Payable  
Other Liabilities   $535,921.21
Unclaimed Items  $5,144.38
Revenue Deferred Until Collected:
   Property Taxes $195,567.37
   Other $1,465,119.15 $112,044.02 $0.00 $4,506.04 $13,529.19
   Trash Bags-Vendors $10,457.62
   Ambulance $221,410.62
   Intergovernmental $26,672.24
Ttitle V -Short Term $38,258.00
Notes, Bonds & Leases Payable  $498,608.30  
Other Financing Sources

 
TOTAL LIABILITIES $1,822,719.82 $112,044.02 $293,766.43 $4,506.04 $23,961.26 $0.00 $587,170.91 $1,005,655.58 $0.00

FUND EQUITY

Investment in Fixed Assets $1,550,496.36 $6,701,610.87
Retained Earnings:
   Other Purpose
   Unreserved $678,744.72
Reserved Fund Balance:
   Encumbrances $0.00  
   Prior Year Encumbrances $85,555.40 $28,759.91
   Expenditures- FY12 Free Cash to fund FY13 Budget per ATM $45,000.00
   CPA-Open Space $7,570.00
   CPA-Historic Resources $7,570.00
   CPA-Community Housing $7,570.00
   Special Purpose  
   Trust Funds $25,046.76
   Receipts Reserved for Appropriation  $755,920.78
   Designated-Trust Funds $999,383.85
Unreserved Fund Balance-Designated:
   Federal Grants $5,100.00
   State Grants $25,632.66
   County Grants $81.33
   Revolving Funds $65,289.82
   Designated $483,391.43   
   Over/Under Assessments  
   Appropriation Deficit ($4,192.19)
   Unprovided Abatements & Exemptions $0.00
   Tax Receivable Variances $0.00
Unreserved Fund Balance-Undesignated:
    Undesignated Fund Balance $1,024,074.59 ($112,044.02) $156,349.14  

TOTAL FUND EQUITY $1,150,437.80 ($112,044.02) $1,335,416.02 $179,059.14 $707,504.63 $1,550,496.36 $1,024,430.61 $0.00 $0.00 $6,701,610.87

TOTAL LIABILITIES &
FUND EQUITY $2,973,157.62 $0.00 $1,629,182.45 $183,565.18 $731,465.89 $1,550,496.36 $1,024,430.61 $587,170.91 $1,005,655.58 $6,701,610.87
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GENERAL FUND - CASH RECEIPTS - FY 2012

Local Taxes:
Personal Property Taxes $744,893.12
Real Estate Taxes $11,761,143.52
Tax Liens Redeemed $64,908.71
Taxes in Litigation $0.00
Tax Foreclosures $0.00
Tax Foreclosures Sold $0.00 $12,570,945.35

Local Receipts:
Motor Vehicle Excise $755,581.67
Vessel Excise $13,201.54
Penalties & Interest on Taxes & Excises $55,396.26
Payments in Lieu of Taxes $3,376.90
Fees $56,818.80
Fees from Landfill/Rubbish Services $207,339.33
Other Departmental Revenue $53,033.32  
Licenses & Permits $148,992.95
Fines & Forfeits $980.00
   Court Fines $340.00
Earnings on Investments $23,770.94
Sales of Inventory $0.00
Other Miscellaneous Revenue $241,045.73  

$1,559,877.44
State Receipts:
Commonwealth of Massachusetts:
     Loss of Taxes, Abatements: Vets., Elderly, Surv. Spouse $40,103.00
     Veterans Benefits $47,717.00
     State Owned Land $5,574.00
     Lottery, Beano, Charity Games $606,730.00 $700,124.00

Other Financing Sources:
Transfers from Special Revenue Funds $359,479.08  
Transfers from Capital Projects $0.00
Transfers from Sewer Enterprise $41,303.44
Transfers from Stabilization $0.00 $400,782.52

Revenue Anticipation Notes Payable $0.00
Tax Titles Due Districts $8,527.62  
Due to School District $0.00 $8,527.62  

     Total Cash Receipts $15,240,256.93
     Cash Balance 7/1/11 $481,147.48

$15,721,404.41

66



GENERAL FUND - CASH DISBURSEMENTS - FY 2012

Fiscal Year 2012 Appropriations
     General Government $824,822.44
     Public Safety $2,111,169.90
     Education $8,744,735.83
     Highways $598,285.08
     Sanitation $404,971.38
     Other Environmental $8,619.69
     Human Services $202,106.17
     Culture & Recreation $216,286.27
     Debt Service $87,259.61
     Employee Benefits $1,114,689.63
     Court Judgments $0.00
     Liability Insurance $85,785.50
          Total FY 2012 Budget Appropriations $14,398,731.50

Fiscal Year 2012 Special Articles
FY11 Audit $15,000.00
FY13 Certification Reval $3,000.00
Feasibility Study & Conceptual Plan-Police/Comm $24,375.00
Crusiser W/ Accessories & Equipment $34,992.60
Communications Computer Software $28,000.00
Generator W/ Installation $34,324.11
Emergency Rescue/Pumper $53,783.00
SS Haydraulic Sand Spreader W/ Equipment $17,200.00
Demolition of Structures $1,830.00
Transfer to Trust Fund-Stabilization
Transfers to Trust- Unemployment $20,000.00
Transfer to Sp Rev- Tricentennial Celebration $5,000.00
FY2012 Prior Year Bills $21,358.80
          Total FY 2012 Special Articles $258,863.51

Prior Year Appropriations/Encumbrances
BOS-Communications $104.76
BOS-Office Supplies $67.28
FY12 Interim Reval $4,200.00
Pub. Blg- NonEnergy $60.00
Two-Way Radio Replacements $18,227.05
Hart St. Repairs $331.00
BOH-Admin-Prof & Tech $68.00

$0.00
          Total Prior Year Appropriations $23,058.09

Other Financing Uses
     County Assessments $82,071.88
     State Assessments $47,867.00
     Special Education Assessments $0.00
          Total Other Financing Uses $129,938.88

Revenue Anticipation Notes Payable $0.00
Due to School District $0.00
Tax Titles Due Districts $8,527.62
Transfers to Special Revenue Funds- Ambulance  $64,860.49
          Total Other $73,388.11

     Total Cash Disbursements $14,883,980.09

     Less:  Warrants Payable 6/30/12 ($151,575.68)
$14,732,404.41

     Cash Balance 6/30/12 $989,000.00

$15,721,404.41
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GENERAL FUND

STATEMENT OF APPROPRIATIONS FOR FISCAL YEAR 2011-2012

Appropriations Reserve Fund Year End Expended Returned to ***Balance carried
Transfers Transfers FY12 Unreserved forward 6/30/12

Fund Balance
GENERAL GOVERNMENT
Town Meetings $1,200.00 $269.00 $1,436.79 $32.21
Moderator $499.42 $499.42 $0.00
Board of Selectmen $106,498.90 ($2,000.00) $101,205.53 $3,293.37  
Finance Committee $3,901.70 $170.00 $3,480.04 $591.66
Reserve Fund $25,000.00 ($15,260.00) $0.00 $9,740.00
Town Accountant $96,554.00 $95,654.58 $899.42  
Board of Assessors $139,794.14 $0.00 $135,792.50 $4,001.64  
Town Treasurer $71,931.38 $67,950.26 $3,981.12
Town Collector $83,795.22 $79,546.47 $4,248.75
Town Counsel $40,000.00 $8,500.00 $12,527.00 $61,026.35 $0.65
Data Processing $24,597.70 $24,575.70 $22.00
Tax Title Foreclosure $19,000.00 $11,657.36 $7,342.64 **  
Town Clerk $92,914.14 $91,532.62 $1,381.52
Elections $17,950.00 $15,041.24 $2,908.76
Registration $4,000.00 $3,247.69 $752.31
Conservation Commission $1,025.00 $224.00 $801.00
Planning Board $37,125.64 $35,547.68 $1,577.96
Board of Appeals $26,769.10 $23,012.62 $3,756.48
Public Buildings $59,100.00 $44,333.99 $14,766.01  
Building Insurance $30,700.00 $27,786.00 $2,914.00
Town Reports $2,000.00 $0.00 ($589.50) $1,271.60 $138.90
 $884,356.34 ($6,590.00) $10,206.50 $824,822.44 $63,150.40 $0.00

PUBLIC SAFETY
Police $1,004,121.79 $985,023.90 $19,097.89
Communication $212,857.88 $196,591.84 $16,266.04
Fire $724,271.91 ($5,000.00) $679,183.88 $40,088.03
Ambulance Services $224,858.17 $159,997.68 $64,860.49 *
Building Inspector $63,791.97 $58,820.33 $4,971.64
Gas Inspector $2,000.00 $1,600.00 $400.00
Plumbing Inspector $4,200.00 $2,250.00 $1,950.00
Weights & Measures $1,349.33 $1,281.93 $67.40
Electrical Inspector $6,000.00 $5,320.00 $680.00
Civil Defense $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Dog Officer $23,750.00 $20,677.71 $3,072.29
Forestry $390.91 $220.76 $170.15
Harbormaster $1,200.00 $0.00 $0.00 $201.87 $998.13

$2,268,791.96 $0.00 ($5,000.00) $2,111,169.90 $152,622.06 $0.00

EDUCATION
D-R Regional School Dist. $8,709,161.83 $8,709,161.83 $0.00
B.C.A. School $45,276.00 $0.00 $0.00 $35,574.00 $9,702.00

$8,754,437.83 $0.00 $0.00 $8,744,735.83 $9,702.00 $0.00

HIGHWAYS
Highway $554,542.42 ($8,000.00) $544,092.89 $2,449.53
Snow & Ice Removal $50,000.00 $54,192.19 ($4,192.19) **
Dighton-Berkley Bridge $150.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $150.00

$604,692.42 $0.00 ($8,000.00) $598,285.08 ($1,592.66) $0.00

SANITATION
Waste Collection & Disposal $411,695.58 $0.00 ($5,527.00) $404,971.38 $1,197.20  

$411,695.58 $0.00 ($5,527.00) $404,971.38 $1,197.20 $0.00

OTHER ENVIRONMENTAL
Cemetery $10,600.00 $0.00 $0.00 $8,619.69 $1,980.31

$10,600.00 $0.00 $0.00 $8,619.69 $1,980.31 $0.00

HUMAN SERVICES
Health - Regulation & Inspection $26,400.00 ($5,000.00) $12,780.50 $8,619.50  
Health - Administration $7,950.00 $3,668.81 $4,281.19
Mosquito Control $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Council on Aging $82,664.23 $82,250.68 $413.55
Veterans Services $91,508.54 $2,000.00 $19,500.00 $103,406.18 $9,602.36

$208,522.77 $2,000.00 $14,500.00 $202,106.17 $22,916.60 $0.00
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CULTURE & RECREATION
Library $203,536.00 $203,104.75 $431.25
Recreation $14,000.00 $12,992.77 $1,007.23
Historical Commission $500.00 $0.00 $500.00
Cable Committee $600.00 $0.00 $0.00 $188.75 $411.25

$218,636.00 $0.00 $0.00 $216,286.27 $2,349.73 $0.00

DEBT SERVICE
Retirement of Debt
    Sewer Note # 3 $21,500.00 $21,500.00 $0.00
     Landfill Closure Note $53,000.00 $53,000.00 $0.00
     WPAT Note $7,162.00 $7,162.00 $0.00
Interest on Long Term Debt $5,597.61 $5,597.61 $0.00
Interest on Short Term Debt $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

$87,259.61 $0.00 $0.00 $87,259.61 $0.00 $0.00

EMPLOYEE BENEFITS
Retirement & Pension Cont. $491,475.00 $487,700.26 $3,774.74
Workman's Compensation $15,557.00 $14,327.00 $1,230.00
Group Health Insurance $630,089.21 ($10,000.00) $567,569.89 $52,519.32
Group Life Insurance $600.00 $537.06 $62.94
Medicare Contributions $42,000.00 $3,500.00 $44,555.42 $944.58
Tuition $1,000.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $1,000.00

$1,180,721.21 $0.00 ($6,500.00) $1,114,689.63 $59,531.58 $0.00

COURT JUDGMENTS
Court Judgments $0.00 $0.00 $0.00  

$0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
   

LIABILITY INSURANCE
Liability Insurance $80,875.00 $4,590.00 $320.50 $85,785.50 $0.00

$80,875.00 $4,590.00 $320.50 $85,785.50 $0.00 $0.00

  Total FY 2012 Budget Appropriations $14,710,588.72 $0.00 $0.00 $14,398,731.50 $311,857.22 $0.00

Fiscal Year 2012 Special Articles
FY11 Audit $15,000.00 $15,000.00
FY13 Certification Reval $5,000.00 $3,000.00 $2,000.00
Feasibility Study & Conceptual Plan-Police/C $25,000.00 $24,375.00 $625.00
Crusiser W/ Accessories & Equipment $35,253.00 $34,992.60 $260.40
Communications Computer Software $28,000.00 $28,000.00
Generator W/ Installation $35,000.00 $34,324.11 $675.89
Ambulance $58,000.00 $0.00 $58,000.00
Emergency Rescue/Pumper $53,783.00 $53,783.00 $0.00 *
SS Haydraulic Sand Spreader W/ Equipmen $18,500.00 $17,200.00 $1,300.00
Demolition of Structures $25,000.00 $1,830.00 $23,170.00

Transfer to Trust Fund-Stabilization $0.00 $0.00
Transfers to Trust- Unemployment $20,000.00 $20,000.00
Transfer to Sp Rev- Tricentennial Celebratio $5,000.00 $5,000.00

FY2012 Prior Year Bills $24,397.92 $21,358.80 $3,039.12

     Total FY 2012 Special Articles $347,933.92 $258,863.51 $3,715.01 $85,355.40

Total FY 2012 Appropriations $15,058,522.64 $0.00 $0.00 $14,657,595.01 $315,572.23 $85,355.40

$254,903.93 Closed to Unreserved Fund Balance
$64,860.49 * Closed to Special Revenue Funds-Amb
($4,192.19) ** Deficits To be Raised on FY2013 Recap Sheet
$85,355.40 *** Encumbered for FY2013 use

$400,927.63
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                     GENERAL FUND

STATEMENT OF PRIOR YEAR APPROPRIATIONS FOR FISCAL YEAR 2011-2012

Balance Expended Returned to ***Balance carried
07/01/11 FY 12 Specified Fund forward 6/30/12

FY11 Budget Appropriations Encumbered
BOS-Communications $104.76 $104.76
BOS-Office Supplies $67.28 $67.28
Pub Bldg-Non-Energy $60.00 $60.00
BOH-Admin-Prof & Tech $68.00 $68.00

Prior Years Special Articles 
FY12 Interim Reval $4,400.00 $4,200.00 $200.00
Two-Way Radio Replacements $20,000.00 $18,227.05 $1,772.95
Hart St. Repairs $343.59 $331.00 $12.59

$0.00 $0.00 $0.00

     Totals $25,043.63 $23,058.09 $1,785.54 $200.00

 
$1,785.54   Closed to Unreserved Fund Balance

$0.00 *  Closed to Ambulance-Special Revenue Funds
$200.00 ***  Encumbered for FY2013 use

$1,985.54
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TOWN OF DIGHTON

FISCAL YEAR 2012

BUDGET ENTRIES

REVENUES

Budget Actual Difference
LOCAL TAXES:
Personal Property Taxes (Net of Refunds) $750,921.25 $744,893.12 ($6,028.13)
Real Estate Taxes (Net of Refunds)* $12,184,235.38 $11,761,143.52 ($423,091.86)
Overlay ($192,251.12) $0.00 $192,251.12
Tax Liens Redeemed $0.00 $64,908.71 $64,908.71
Tax Foreclosures $0.00 $24,239.17 $24,239.17
     Total Local Taxes $12,742,905.51 $12,595,184.52 ($147,720.99)

LOCAL RECEIPTS:
Motor Vehicle Excise (Net of Refunds) $744,952.62 $755,581.67 $10,629.05
Other Excise:
    Vessel Excise (Net of Refunds) $5,124.83 $3,970.50 ($1,154.33)
    Meals Excise $0.00 $9,231.04 $9,231.04
Penalties & Interest on Taxes & Excises $84,958.44 $55,396.26 ($29,562.18)
Payments in Lieu of Taxes $3,376.90 $3,376.90 $0.00
Fees $52,631.79 $56,818.80 $4,187.01
Landfill Fees $197,055.65 $207,339.33 $10,283.68
Other Departmental Revenue $50,644.63 $53,033.32 $2,388.69
Licenses & Permits $146,220.34 $148,992.95 $2,772.61
Fines & Forfeits $3,840.00 $1,320.00 ($2,520.00)
Sales of Inventory $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Earnings on Investments $24,005.76 $23,770.94 ($234.82)
Miscellaneous Revenue $54,269.11 $241,045.73 $186,776.62
     Total Local Receipts $1,367,080.07 $1,559,877.44 $192,797.37

 
STATE RECEIPTS:  
Loss of Taxes, Abatements: Veterans, Blind &    
Surviving Spouses, Chapter 59 $24,529.00 $27,051.00 $2,522.00
Loss of Taxes, Elderly, Chapter 73 $13,052.00 $13,052.00 $0.00
Veterans Benefits, Chapter 115 $48,691.00 $47,717.00 ($974.00)
State Owned Land $5,574.00 $5,574.00 $0.00
Lottery, Beano, Charity Games, Chapter 29 $606,730.00 $606,730.00 $0.00
     Total State Receipts $698,576.00 $700,124.00 $1,548.00

 
TRANSFERS FROM OTHER FUNDS:  
Special Revenue Funds:    
  School Insurance $14,117.76 $14,117.76 $0.00
  Ambulance $338,199.32 $338,199.32 $0.00
  Title V $7,162.00 $7,162.00 $0.00
   Sale of Cemetery Lots-Burial Agent $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
   Other YE Closing $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Sewer Enterprise $41,303.44 $41,303.44 $0.00
Stabilization $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
     Total Transfers From Other Fund $400,782.52 $400,782.52 $0.00

 
OTHER AVAILABLE FUNDS:  
Free Cash FY11 voted to use in FY12 $90,000.00 N/A ($90,000.00)
Free Cash FY12 $167,872.09 N/A ($167,872.09)
     Total Other Available Funds $257,872.09 N/A ($257,872.09)

 
 

TOTAL ALL REVENUES $15,467,216.19 $15,255,968.48 ($211,247.71)

*Includes 60 day accruals
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TOWN OF DIGHTON

FISCAL YEAR 2012

BUDGET ENTRIES

EXPENDITURES

Budget Actual Difference
TOWN BUDGETS:
General Government $887,972.84 $824,822.44 $63,150.40
Public Safety $2,263,791.96 $2,111,169.90 $152,622.06
Education $8,754,437.83 $8,744,735.83 $9,702.00

D-R Assessment Reduction $119,091.17 $0.00 $119,091.17
Highways $596,692.42 $598,285.08 ($1,592.66)
Sanitation $406,168.58 $404,971.38 $1,197.20
Other Environmental $10,600.00 $8,619.69 $1,980.31
Human Services $225,022.77 $202,106.17 $22,916.60
Culture & Recreation $218,636.00 $216,286.27 $2,349.73
Debt Service $87,259.61 $87,259.61 $0.00
Employee Benefits $1,174,221.21 $1,114,689.63 $59,531.58
Court Judgments $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Liability Insurance $85,785.50 $85,785.50 $0.00
     Total FY 2012 Budget Appropriations $14,829,679.89 $14,398,731.50 $430,948.39
*Includes any  Reserve and Year End Transfers *

Fiscal Year 2012 Special Articles:
FY11 Audit $15,000.00 $15,000.00 $0.00
FY13 Certification Reval $5,000.00 $3,000.00 $2,000.00
Feasibility Study & Conceptual Plan-Police/Comm $25,000.00 $24,375.00 $625.00
Crusiser W/ Accessories & Equipment $35,253.00 $34,992.60 $260.40
Communications Computer Software $28,000.00 $28,000.00 $0.00
Generator W/ Installation $35,000.00 $34,324.11 $675.89
Ambulance $58,000.00 $0.00 $58,000.00
Emergency Rescue/Pumper $53,783.00 $53,783.00 $0.00
SS Haydraulic Sand Spreader W/ Equipment $18,500.00 $17,200.00 $1,300.00
Demolition of Structures $25,000.00 $1,830.00 $23,170.00
FY2012 Prior Year Bills $24,397.92 $21,358.80 $3,039.12
          Total FY 2012 Special Articles $322,933.92 $233,863.51 $89,070.41

*

     Total Town Budgets $15,152,613.81 $14,632,595.01 $520,018.80
 

Prior Year Appropriations - Expended in FY 2012 $23,058.09 ($23,058.09)

OTHER FINANCING USES:
County Assessment $82,072.00 $82,071.88 $0.12
State Assessments $47,947.00 $47,867.00 $80.00
Transfers to Capital Projects $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Transfers to Trust-Stabilization $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Transfer to Trust- Unemployment $20,000.00 $20,000.00 $0.00
Transfer to Special Revenue-Ambulance $0.00 $64,860.49 ($64,860.49)
Transfers to Special Revenue -TriCentennial $5,000.00 $5,000.00 $0.00
     Total Other Financing Uses $155,019.00 $219,799.37 ($64,780.37)

 

OTHER:
Prior Fiscal Year Fund Deficits
     Appropriation Deficits    
          Snow & Ice Removal  $159,583.38 N/A $159,583.38
          Tax Titles $0.00 N/A $0.00
          Court Judgments $0.00 N/A $0.00
     Over/Under Assessments $0.00 N/A $0.00
     Abatements & Exemptions $0.00 N/A $0.00
     Receivable Balance Adjustments $0.00 N/A $0.00
     Total Prior Fiscal Year Deficits $159,583.38 N/A $159,583.38

TOTAL ALL EXPENDITURES $15,467,216.19 $14,875,452.47 $591,763.72
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TOWN OF DIGHTON

FISCAL YEAR 2012

BUDGET ENTRIES

         FISCAL YEAR 2012 CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE

Fund Balance, June 30, 2011 $320,514.89

Revenues Closed to Fund Balance for FY 2012 $15,255,968.48
 

Expenditures Closed to Fund Balance for FY 2012 ($14,875,452.47)

Fund Balance, June 30, 2012 $701,030.90

 
 
  
 

Fund Balance, June 30, 2011 $320,514.89

Favorable Revenue Difference ($211,247.71)
D-R Regional School STM 5-22-12 Vote to reduce budget $119,091.17
Favorable Expenditure Difference $472,672.55

Fund Balance, June 30, 2012 $701,030.90
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HIGHWAY IMPROVEMENT FUNDS (230) FY 2012

RECEIPTS
Commonwealth of Mass. $140,739.92
   Total Cash Receipts $140,739.92
     Cash Balance 7/1/11 ($20,197.69)

$120,542.23

DISBURSEMENTS
Roadway Resurfacing $232,586.25
Bridge $0.00
Additional Equipment $0.00

   Total Cash Disbursements  $232,586.25
   
    Less:  Warrants Payable 6/30/12 $0.00

$232,586.25

     Cash Balance 6/30/12 ($112,044.02)

$120,542.23
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OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS FY2012
RECEIPTS ACCOUNT #
FEDERAL GRANTS:
FY11 Emergency Management Performance Grant 3127-11 $3,000.00 $3,000.00
STATE GRANTS:  
FY12 Elections  Grants 3170-12 $502.00
FY11 State Support & Incentive Grant 3134-11 $0.00
FY12 Fire Safe Grant 3110-12 $4,665.00
Title V Grant Funds 3090-12 $10,000.00
Title V Temp Borrowing 3090-40 $38,258.00
FY10 PHER I & II-H1N1 Grant 3131-10 Returned ($2,746.47)
FY10 PHER III-H1N1 Grant 3132-10 Returned ($16,581.24)
FY12 COA Formula Grant 3100-12 $8,403.75
FY12 MEG / LIG Grant 3120-12 $6,447.64
FY12 Arts Lottery Grant 3130-12 $3,870.00 $52,818.68
COUNTY GRANTS

$0.00 $0.00
RECEIPTS RESERVED:  
Conservation/Wetlands Fees 3000-40 $3,425.00
Conservation Rollback Taxes: 4100-40 $5,527.64

Interest Earned 4100-40 $617.62
Ambulance Fees 3020-40 $291,610.61
Sale of Cemetery Lots 3025-40 $0.00
School Insurance Interest 3030-40 $0.00
Title V Betterment Payments 3090-40 $7,705.33
Title V Betterment Interest Payments 3090-40 $3,160.20 $312,046.40
REVOLVING FUNDS:  
Planning Board-Fees 3250-40 $6,450.00
Prime Time 3270-40 $109,856.50
Library-Fines 3280-40 $4,396.54
Library-Copies 3290-40 $492.25
Recreation-C44S53D 4110-40 $1,440.00

4110-40 Interest $0.13 $122,635.42
OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE:  
Gifts & Donations
Dighton Power Charitable Fund Earnings on Investments 3310-40 $0.30
Dighton Power Clerk-AccuVote/Table/Chairs Gift 3328-40 Returned AcuVote ($600.90)
Aquaria Cruiser Gift 3333-40 $0.00
Recreation-Easter Egg Hunt Gifts 3334-40 $0.00
Fire Department-Gifts 3340-40 $265.00
RMSCU Trailer Support 3605-40 $1,000.00
Animal Shelter Gifts 3336-40 $493.00
Council on Aging-Gifts 3350-40 $3,229.00
COA-Romero Gifts 3370-40 $0.00
Prime Time-Romero Gifts 3380-40 $15,000.00
Library -Gifts 3390-40 $3,655.00
DPL New Library Building Gifts 3405-40 $42,178.68

3405-40 Interest $3,668.80
Library Arts-Gifts 3410-40 $0.00
Historical Seg. School Building Gift 3420-40 $0.00
Cable-Gifts 3430-40 $38,209.29
Prime Time Gifts & Donations 3500-40 $11,970.50
Easter Egg Hunt Gifts 3334-40 $625.00
Recreation Gifts & Donations 3505-40 $0.00 $119,693.67
Other
Art's Council Interest 3130-40 $3.39
Law Enforcement Trust 3197-40 from Trust Fund $204.50
Grange Roof Insurance Reimbursement 3847-12 $1,377.53
Police Cruiser Insurance Reimbursement 3845-12 $717.53
Police Cruiser Insurance Reimbursement 3846-12 $856.90
Tricentennial Celebration 4115-40 $4,628.35

4115-40 Interest $35.12
Tricentennial Ball & Spec Events 4117-40 $1,400.00

4117-40 Interest $0.00
Orchards Affordable Housing Fund 4135-10 Interest $335.41
North Wood Affordable Housing Fund 4146-40 $0.00 $9,558.73
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53G ACCOUNTS-OUTSIDE CONSULTANTS
Sewer-BC Agricultural HS 53G 3964-40 $50,019.44
Conservation-Simons Construction 53G 4066-40 $1,297.50
Conservation-Hawthorne Developement 53G 4069-40 $2,966.18
Conservation-Treviicos Corp 53G 4107-40 $0.60
Planning Board-Bushwood 53G 3210-40 $12.65
Planning Board-Richmond Hill 53G 3450-40 $0.81
Planning Board-Hunter's Hill 53G 3520-40 $0.84
Planning Board-Shan Lee Estates 53G 3610-40 $1.44
Planning Board-Wellington Acres 53G 3611-40 $2.24
Planning Board-Meadow Acres 53G 3640-40 $2.05
Planning Board-Amarals' Estates 53G 3720-40 $0.09
Planning Board-Hillcrest Estates 53G 3830-40 $1.53
Planning Board-Northwoods Estates 53G 3878-40 $1.81
Planning Board-Lilia Lane 53G 3879-40 $0.12
Planning Board-Aquaria 53G 3882-40 $1.34
Planning Board-Emma's Way 53G 3883-40 $0.00
Planning Board-Julians Way Extension 53G 3885-40 $1.60
Planning Board-Elm Street Estates 53G 3955-40 $0.12
Planning Board-Sample Meadows 53G 3966-40 $1.44
Planning Board-Andrews Farm II 53G 3970-40 $2.11
Planning Board-Parkview Estates 53G 3972-40 $2,000.00
Planning Board-Knotty Pine Estates 53G 3975-40 $6,006.95
Planning Board-1209 Somerset Ave 53G 3985-40 $2,502.25
Planning Board-Spectra Energy  53G 3995-40 $3,002.86
Planning Board-Hawthorne Development 53G 4015-40 $0.75
Planning Board-Center Street Woods 53G 4020-40 $2.52
Planning Board-Old Williams Estates 53G 4025-40 $3.52
Planning Board-Bellas Retail Building 53G 4035-40 $1.25
Planning Board-The Reserve 53G 4045-40 $3,708.54
Planning Board-Trevicos 53G 4046-40 $0.39
Planning Board-TRI Corp LLC 53G 4047-40 $0.00
Planning Board-Cedar Estates 53G 4070-40 $0.24
Planning Board-Council Oak 2 53G 4080-40 $2.91
Planning Board-Williams Street Estates 53G 4090-40 $3.40
Board of Appeals-Arborcrest 53G 3620-40 $5.04
Board of Appeals-Stonegate Landing 53G 3630-40 $5,002.94
Board of Appeals-Puddingstone Circle 53G 3884-40 $4,752.12
Board of Appeals-Chestnut St 53G 3886-40 $0.36
Board of Appeals-Stoney Ridge Estates 53G 3887-40 $3.39
Board of Appeals-Clifford Wilson 53G 3889-40 $1,000.92
Board of Appeals-Dighton Woods 53G 3920-40 $6,002.66
Board of Appeals-The Pines 53G 4130-40 $10.13 $88,327.05

Total Other Special Revenues $217,579.45
TRANSFERS:  
Transfer from General Fund-Unused Ambulance Funds 3020-40 $64,860.49
Transfer from General Fund-TriCentennial Celebration 4115-40 $5,000.00 $69,860.49

     Total Cash Receipts $777,940.44
       Cash Balance 7/1/11 $1,349,823.46

$2,127,763.90
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OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS   
DISBURSEMENTS ACCOUNT #  
FEDERAL GRANTS:  
FY11 Emergency Management Performance Grant 3127-11 $3,000.00 $3,000.00
STATE GRANTS:   
FY10 Elections Grant 3170-10 $0.00
FY11 Elections Grant 3170-11 $341.40
FY12 State Support & Incentive Grant 3134-12 $20,676.00
FY12 911 State Training Grant 3136-12 $5,996.24
FY11 Fire Safe Grant 3110-11 $4,100.66
FY12 Fire Safe Grant 3110-12 $201.79
FY04 Fire Injury Prevention Grant 3980-04 $37.10
FY06 MDPH Ambulance Task Force Grant 3105-06 $5.00
FY07 MDPH Ambulance Task Force Grant 3105-07 $60.00
FY11 COA Formula Grant 3100-11 $27.25
FY12 COA Formula Grant 3100-12 $8,403.75
FY07 MEG / LIG Grant 3120-07 $2,693.89
FY08 MEG / LIG Grant 3120-08 $3,668.39
FY11 Arts Lottery Grant 3130-11 $1,861.15
FY12 Arts Lottery Grant 3130-12 $1,923.30
FY10 PHER I & II H1N1 Grant 3131-10 $0.00
Title V Loans Out 3090-40 $38,258.00
Title V Grant 3090-97 $0.00 $88,253.92
COUNTY GRANTS

$0.00 $0.00
RECEIPTS RESERVED:  
Conservation/Wetlands Fees 3000-40 $462.55
Conservation Rollback Taxes: 4100-40 $24,598.00

$0.00 $25,060.55
REVOLVING FUNDS:  
Planning Board-Fees 3250-40 $14,221.01
Council on Aging-Prime Time 3270-40  $122,231.09
Library-Fines 3280-40 $5,328.43
Library-Copies 3290-40 $464.45
Recreation-C44S53D 4110-40 $1,496.00 $143,740.98
OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE:  
Gifts & Donations
Dighton Power Clerk-AccuVote/Table/Chairs Gift 3328-40 $5,958.00
Dighton Power 3310-40 From AccuVote ($600.90)
Tree Planting Gift 3320-40 $500.00
Aquaria Cruiser Gift 3333-40 $0.00
Recreation-Easter Egg Hunt Gifts 3334-40 $0.00
Fire Department-Gifts 3340-40 $2,112.66
Animal Shelter Gifts 3336-40 $237.50
Council on Aging-Gifts 3350-40 $546.83
COA-Romero Gifts 3370-40 $3,064.06
Prime Time-Romero Gifts 3380-40 $6,963.90
Library -Gifts 3390-40 $3,800.00
Library Arts-Gifts 3410-40 $0.00
Easter Egg Hunt Gifts 3334-40 $625.00
Cable Committee Gifts 3430-40 $3,349.41
Prime Time Gifts & Donations 3500-40 $10,590.50 $37,146.96
Other
Law Enforcement Trust 3197-40 $2,328.79
Music AntiTrust Settlement 3198-40 $0.00
Grange Roof Insurance Reimbursement 3847-12 $1,377.53
Police Cruiser Insurance Reimbursement 3845-12 $602.45
Police Cruiser Insurance Reimbursement 3846-12 $0.00
Tricentennial Celebration 4115-40 $7,157.67
Dighton Woods Affordable Housing Fund 4145-40 $0.00
The Pines Affordable Housing Fund 4155-40 $0.00 $11,466.44
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53G ACCOUNTS-OUTSIDE CONSULTANTS
Sewer-BC Agricultural HS 53G 3964-40 $41,440.11
Conservation-Simons Construction 53G 4066-40 $4,012.23
Planning Board-Wellington Acres 53G 3611-40 $3,070.83
Planning Board-Hillcrest Estates 53G 3830-40 $371.25
Planning Board-Northwoods Estates 53G 3878-40 $1,937.52
Planning Board-Knotty Pine Estates 53G 3975-40 $3,939.24
Planning Board-1209 Somerset Ave 53G 3985-40 $2,731.20
Planning Board-Spectra Energy  53G 3995-40 $2,699.90
Planning Board-The Reserve 53G 4045-40 $2,725.14
Planning Board-Trevicos 53G 4046-40 $232.65
Planning Board-TRI Corp LLC 53G 4047-40 $0.00
Board of Appeals-Arborcrest 53G 3620-40 $2,635.00
Board of Appeals-Stonegate Landing 53G 3630-40 $5,456.00
Board of Appeals-Puddingstone Circle 53G 3884-40 $4,752.00
Board of Appeals-Stoney Ridge Estates 53G 3887-40 $208.00
Board of Appeals-Robert Bastis 53G 3888-40 $0.00
Board of Appeals-Clifford Wilson 53G 3889-40 $836.32
Board of Appeals-Dighton Woods 53G 3920-40 $7,177.56
Board of Appeals-The Pines 53G 4130-40 $1,792.00 $86,016.95

Total Other Special Revenue $134,630.35
Other  Financing Uses TRANSFERS:
Transfer to General Fund-Ambulance Fees 3020-40 $338,199.32
Transfer to General Fund-Cruiser Ins Reimb 3845-11 $0.00
Transfer to General Fund-Sale of Cemetery Lots 3025-40 $0.00
Transfer to General Fund- Planning Board Revolving Surplus 3250-40 $0.00
Transfer to General Fund-School Insurance Funds 3030-40 $14,117.76
Transfer to General Fund-Title V Funds 3090-40 $7,162.00 $359,479.08
    Total Cash Disbursements  $754,164.88
    Less:  Warrants Payable 6/30/12 ($7,425.57)
 $746,739.31
       Cash Balance 6/30/12 $1,381,024.59

$2,127,763.90
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CPA FUND - CASH RECEIPTS - FY 2012

Local Taxes:
CPA Surcharge:
2011 CPA Surcharge $1,529.25
2012 CPA Surcharge $80,073.67

$0.00 $81,602.92
$0.00

Tax Liens Redeemed $215.03 $81,817.95

Local Receipts:
CPA Surcharge Interest $212.45
Earnings on Investments $334.07
Gifts, Grants, Donations $0.00
Other Miscellaneous Revenue $0.00  

$546.52
State Receipts:
Commonwealth of Massachusetts:
    Distributions from State Trust Fund $20,998.00 $20,998.00

Other Financing Sources:
Transfers from Special Revenue Funds $0.00  
Transfers from Stabilization $0.00 $0.00

     Total Cash Receipts $103,362.47
     Cash Balance 7/1/11 $75,696.67

$179,059.14
CPA FUND - CASH DISBURSEMENTS - FY 2012

Fiscal Year 2012 Appropriations

$0.00
$0.00
$0.00

          Total FY 2012 Budget Appropriations $0.00

Fiscal Year 2012 Special Articles
$0.00
$0.00

Transfer to Special Revenue $0.00
FY2012 Prior Year Bills $0.00
          Total FY 20112Special Articles $0.00

Prior Year Appropriations/Encumbrances
$0.00
$0.00

          Total Prior Year Appropriations $0.00

Expenditures/Other Financing Uses
Expenditures:

Open Space $0.00
Historic Resources $0.00
Community Housing $0.00
Administrative Expenses $0.00
Other $0.00

          Total Expenditures/Other Financing Uses $0.00

     Total Cash Disbursements $0.00

     Less:  Warrants Payable 6/30/12 2011 Surcharge refund $0.00
$0.00

     Cash Balance 6/30/12 $179,059.14

$179,059.14
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SEWER ENTERPRISE FUNDS (600) FY 2012

RECEIPTS
User Fees $262,184.89
Assessments $0.00
Interest on Late Payments $898.01
Sewer Liens Added to Taxes $9,954.34
Sewer Liens In Tax Title $0.00
By-Law Books $0.00
Permits $300.00
Drainlayers Permits $0.00
Connection Fees $2,000.00
Application Fees $150.00
Sale of Inventory $0.00
Earnings on Investments $2,685.35
Miscellaneous Revenues $150.00
  Total FY12 Revenues $278,322.59
FY13 Revenue Received Not Yet Due $217.91
  
   Total Cash Receipts  $278,540.50
     Cash Balance 7/1/11 $702,519.23

$981,059.73

  

DISBURSEMENTS
Salary & Wages $79,766.58
Expenditures $112,966.82
Capital Outlay $964.35
Annual Capital Expense $0.00
Indirect Costs (Transfer to General Fund) $41,303.44
   Total FY12 Cash Disbursements $235,001.19
Prior Year Expended in FY2012 $38,411.00

    Less:  Warrants Payable 6/30/12 ($4,159.08)
$269,253.11

     Cash Balance 6/30/12 $711,806.62

$981,059.73
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TOWN OF DIGHTON

SEWER ENTERPRISE

FISCAL YEAR 2012

BUDGET ENTRIES

Budget Actual Difference
REVENUES
User Fees $232,700.00 $262,184.89 $29,484.89
Interest $200.00 $898.01 $698.01
Sewer Liens Added to Taxes $1,500.00 $9,954.34 $8,454.34
Sewer Liens in Tax Title $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
By-Law Books $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Permits $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Drain Layers Permits $300.00 $300.00 $0.00
Connection Fees $5,000.00 $2,000.00 ($3,000.00)
Application Fees $300.00 $150.00 ($150.00)
Earnings on Investments $5,000.00 $2,685.35 ($2,314.65)
Miscellaneous Revenues $0.00 $150.00 $150.00
     Total Receipts $245,000.00 $278,322.59 $33,322.59

 
EXPENDITURES:  
Sewer Budget $438,752.26 $193,697.75 $245,054.51
Prior Year Expended in FY2012 $50,470.91 $38,411.00 $12,059.91
Transfer to General Fund-Indirect Costs $41,303.44 $41,303.44 $0.00
     Total Budget $530,526.61 $273,412.19 $257,114.42

 

UNRESERVED FUND BALANCE
Unreserved Fund Balance 7/1/11 $702,594.23
Revenues $278,322.59
Expenditures ($273,412.19)
Unreserved Fund Balance 6/30/12 $707,504.63

UNRESERVED FUND BALANCE
Balance 7/1/11 $702,594.23
Encumbrances reserved in FY11 ($50,470.91)
Favorable Revenues $33,322.59
Favorable Expenditures $257,114.42
Retained Earnings Voted ATM 6/7/11 & REV 10/2 ($235,055.70)
Unreserved Fund Balance 6/30/12 $707,504.63

Retained Earnings Certified by the Bureau of Accounts of September 14, 2011 was $ 652,123.
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TRUST FUNDS FY 2012

NON-EXPENDABLE TRUST FUNDS (810)
RECEIPTS
Cemeteries Perpetual Care $0.00
Law Enforcement Trust (Moved to Special Rev per MGL) ($204.50)
 
   Total Cash Receipts ($204.50)
     Cash Balance 7/1/11 $21,711.25

$21,506.75
DISBURSEMENTS:

$0.00
     Cash Balance 6/30/12 $21,506.75

************************ $21,506.75

EXPENDABLE TRUST FUNDS (820)

RECEIPTS
Earnings on Investments:
Cemeteries Perpetual Care $48.57
Charles Chase School Fund $7.16
Library Founders Memorial Fund $6.97
Law Enforcement (Moved to General Fund per MGL) ($55.30)
   Total Cash Receipts $7.40
     Cash Balance 7/1/11 $3,582.61

$3,590.01
DISBURSEMENTS
Cemeteries-Maintenance & Care $0.00
Charles Chase-Scholarships $50.00
   Total Cash Disbursements $50.00

    Less:  Warrants Payable 6/30/12 $0.00
     Cash Balance 6/30/12 $3,540.01

************************ $3,590.01

OTHER TRUST FUNDS (830)

RECEIPTS
Earnings on Investments:
Stabilization Fund $3,323.12
Unemployment Fund $76.96
Call Firefighters Dis. Fund $36.98  
Other Receipts:
Transfers from General Fund- to Stabilization $0.00
Transfers from General Fund- to Unemployment $20,000.00
   Total Cash Receipts $23,437.06
     Cash Balance 7/1/11 $983,326.29

$1,006,763.35
DISBURSEMENTS
Unemployment $7,379.50
Call Firefighters Dis. Fund $0.00
Transfers to General Fund-Stabilization $0.00
   Total Cash Disbursements $7,379.50

    Less:  Warrants Payable 6/30/12 $0.00
     Cash Balance 6/30/12 $999,383.85

$1,006,763.35
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AGENCY FUNDS (890) FY 2012

RECEIPTS
Federal Withholding Tax $374,453.74
Medicare Withholding Tax $45,876.28
State Withholding Tax $165,153.63
County Retirement Withholdings $241,158.11
Group Insurance Withholdings $233,839.59
Dental Ins. Withholdings $20,378.19
Unified-Concord Life Insurance Withholdings $2,654.40
Colonial Supplemental Insurance Withholdings $1,305.58
AFLAC Withholdings $11,695.77
American Heritage-All State Insurance Withholdings $2,558.57
Union Dues-Highway $2,561.42
Union Dues-Clerical $6,661.56
Union Dues-Police $5,468.40
Union Dues-Fire $3,680.00
Miscellaneous Deductions $21,896.99
Deferred Compensation Withholdings $40,931.91
Obra Withholdings $29,739.45
Comm. of Mass.-Fish & Game Licenses $357.00
Comm. of Mass.-FID Licenses $11,900.00
County of Bristol-Sale of Dogs $0.00
DWD Tax Revenue $994,256.27
DED Tax Revenue $74,823.95
NDFD Tax Revenue $172,581.02
Group Insurance Receipts Payable $137,429.57
Off Duty Work Detail-Police $301,109.25
Off Duty Work Detail-Fire $17,655.63
Off Duty Work Detail-Other $0.00
Unclaimed Items-Tailings $0.00
Unclaimed Items $0.00
Performance Bonds-Earnings on Investments $1,565.31
Performance Bonds Received/Refunded ($50,849.33)
   Total Cash Receipts $2,870,842.26
     Cash Balance 7/1/11 $643,664.07

$3,514,506.33
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AGENCY FUNDS (890)

DISBURSEMENTS
Federal Withholding Tax $374,453.74
Medicare Withholding Tax $45,876.28
State Withholding Tax $165,153.63
County Retirement Withholdings $240,076.89
Group Insurance Withholdings $233,708.17
Dental Ins. Withholdings $20,115.20
Unified-Concord Life Insurance Withholdings $2,654.40
Colonial Supplemental Insurance Withholdings $1,231.67
AFLAC Withholdings $11,728.48
American Heritage-All State Insurance Withholdings $2,113.80
Union Dues-Highway $2,512.80
Union Dues-Clerical $6,635.48
Union Dues-Police $5,448.40
Union Dues-Fire $3,800.00
Miscellaneous Deductions $22,064.99
Deferred Compensation Withholdings $40,931.91
Obra Withholdings $29,739.45
DWD Tax Revenue $994,256.27
DED Tax Revenue $74,823.95
NDFD Tax Revenue $172,581.02
Comm. of Mass.-Fish & Game Licenses $388.05
Comm. of Mass.-FID Licenses $20,825.00
County of Bristol-Sale of Dogs $0.00
Off Duty Work Detail-Police $310,039.25
Off Duty Work Detail-Fire $17,471.13
Group Insurance Receipts Payable $135,517.87
Unclaimed Items-Tailings $0.00
Unclaimed Items $0.00
Performance Bonds $0.00

     Total Cash Disbursements $2,934,147.83

     Less:  Warrants Payable 6/30/12 ($6,812.41)
$2,927,335.42

 
       Cash Balance 6/30/12 $587,170.91

$3,514,506.33
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TOWN OF DIGHTON
 

MUNICIPAL INDEBTEDNESS ANALYSIS

06/30/12

Date Loan Percent Outstanding Paid Principal Borrowed Outstanding
6/30/2012 FY 2012 FY 2012 6/30/2012

INSIDE DEBT LIMIT
   

OUTSIDE DEBT LIMIT
  

Oct. 1986 Sewer Step # 3 5.0 $21,500.00 $21,500.00 $0.00 $0.00

Apr. 2001 Title V 0.0 $63,818.00 $7,162.00 $0.00 $56,656.00

July 2003 Landfill Closure 2.5% to 4.0% $153,000.00 $53,000.00 $0.00 $100,000.00

     Totals $238,318.00 $81,662.00 $0.00 $156,656.00

LEASES PAYABLE
July, 2007 MPS Police MGT Software $43,800.00 $14,600.00 $0.00 $29,200.00
7 years thru 7/2013

October, 2008 Rescue Pumper $349,535.17 $36,782.87 $0.00 $312,752.30
10 years thru 10/2018 , Plus Down Payment

     Totals $393,335.17 $51,382.87 $0.00 $341,952.30

OTHER LONG TERM OBLIGATIONS Outstanding Liability Addition Liabilty Reduction Outstanding
6/30/2012 6/30/2012

Compensated Absences: 
General Fund $189,712.23 $24,835.05 $214,547.28

Landfill Post-Closure Care Costs $351,500.00 $59,000.00 $292,500.00
30 years thru 2031

     Totals $541,212.23 $24,835.05 $59,000.00 $507,047.28
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Tag No Date Number of Dogs Owner Name Address Kennel Fee

X01 09-Jan-12 Four Dogs or Less Joyce Dibona 2430 Elm St. 20.00
X09 10-Jan-12 Ten Dogs or Less Rita Araujo 1423 Williams St. 35.00
X17 10-Jan-12 More Than 10 Dogs Tony Roderick 2835 County St. 65.00
X18 11-Jan-12 More Than 10 Dogs Jean Kelly 2285 Winthrop St. 65.00
X02 17-Jan-12 Four Dogs or Less Betty Angel 1711 Winthrop St. 20.00
X03 18-Jan-12 Four Dogs or Less Roberta Clerk 3331 Sharps Lot Rd. 20.00
X19 19-Jan-12 More Than 10 Dogs William Frenette 563 Hart St. 65.00
X04 19-Jan-12 Four Dogs or Less Deborah Gagnon 2343 Cedar St. 20.00
X05 26-Jan-12 Four Dogs or Less Kerri Lopes 1187 Smith St. 20.00
X06 01-Feb-12 Four Dogs or Less Vera Coughlan 1530 Pine St. 20.00
X07 11-Apr-12 Four Dogs or Less Sheree Lingard 2151 Purchase St. 20.00
X08 18-Apr-12 Four Dogs or Less Irene Chater 2477 Maple Swamp Rd. 20.00
X10 14-Mar-12 Ten Dogs or Less Robin Laine 2043 Someset Ave. 35.00
X11 03-Apr-12 Ten Dogs or Less Lincoln Turner 1591 Wheeler St. 35.00

KENNEL LICENCES 
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DOG LICENCES 
 

Count of Gender Gender Spayed/Neutered 
 
 47 Female 
 273 Female Spayed 
 66 Male 
 291 Male Neutered 
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TOWN TREASURER 
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COMMUNITY PRESERVATION COMMITTEE 
 
The Community Preservation Act allows any city or town in the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts to adopt a property tax surcharge for the purpose of expending revenues from this 
surcharge and state matching funds on the acquisition of open space, historic preservation, 
community housing and land for recreational use.  The citizens of Dighton placed the 
Community Preservation Act on the ballot at the Annual Town Meeting on 1 June 2009 and 
passed the CPA at the Annual Town Election on 1 April 2010.  The by-law creating the 
Community Preservation Committee was passed at Special Town Meeting on 18 October 2010.  
The surcharge of 1% was added to the property tax bill on 1 January 2011.  The first $100,000 of 
residential property values are exempt from the surcharge.  Also exempt from the surcharge 
entirely are qualified low income households and qualified low or moderate income seniors. 
 
The Community Preservation Committee is made up of nine members.  Four of these members 
are at large seats that are appointed by the Board of Selectmen.  The remaining five are 
representatives from the following boards or committees: Planning Board, Historic Commission, 
Conservation Commission, Playground Commission, and the Housing Authority.  
 
The Dighton CPC, has worked diligently on a number of important tasks.  We finished creating 
the application process.  The application process involves two steps. The first step is a screening 
application which determines if the proposed project as eligible for CPC funds.   The second 
application asks for more details regarding the budget and benefits to the community.  The first 
application is available at the town hall and the second is made available by the committee if the 
project is eligible.  We have also continued our work drafting the Dighton Community 
Preservation Plan.  We expect to have this document finished shortly. 
 
The CPC gave out it's first grant this year.  The grant was for a new heating system at the Old 
Town Hall/Grange.  Besides keeping frozen pipes from damaging the building, we were able to 
ensure that the installation meet national standards for maintaining a historic building.  This 
grant was approved by the voters at the Special Town Meeting in the fall.   
 
We would like to thank the citizens of Dighton for their continuing support of the Community 
Preservation Act in our town. 
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COUNCIL ON AGING 
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FINANCE COMMITTEE 
 

All throughout 2012, the town celebrated its 300th Anniversary with many events and activities.  
We wish to express our appreciation to everyone who made the year memorable and enjoyable.  
A special thanks to the Historical Commission and the various committees that planned and 
executed the programs and events.  Great job! 
 
The Finance Committee held thirteen meeting during calendar 2012.  Three of the meetings dealt 
with proposed FY13 budgets with individual boards, commissions, and department heads.  After 
several discussions, reductions were made that brought the total proposed budget to be acted on 
at the Annual Town Meeting to within six hundred dollars of the levy limit. 
 
Kevin Perry was appointed to serve on the D-R School District Capital Planning Committee.  
Robert Rendon was appointed to fill a vacancy on the finance committee. 
 
We met with the D-R School Committee to discuss reductions in the FY13 and FY12 Operating 
Budgets.  It was discovered that out-of-district tuition and transportation for students attending 
Tri-County Voc. Tech. School in Franklin, MA was in the budget and being assessed to each 
town even though there were no students from Dighton attending that school.  State law requires 
that the town in which the vocational student resides must pay for tuition and transportation for 
out-of-district placements.   The school committee voted to remove those amounts from the 
FY13 budget.  It also voted to reduce the FY12 operating assessment to Dighton by $119,091.17 
contingent on Dighton not seeking a refund of vocational tuition and transportation wrongly 
charged in previous budgets. 
 
The selectmen scheduled a special town meeting on May 22.  The warrant article asked voters to 
reduce the D-R FY12 Operating Budget by $119,091.17.  The finance committee voted 
unanimously to support the article.  It was passed by the voters. 
 
The finance committee supported the construction of the proposed new police and 
communications center building on land donated by Dighton Power. 
 
In closing, we wish to thank all employees and elected and appointed officials for their assistance 
and cooperation.   We encourage townspeople to take an active part in town government by 
attending meetings, watching our local cable Channel 9, and voting.  Our meetings are open to 
the public and we invite all to attend. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Edward Swartz, Chairman 
Nancy J. Goulart, Clerk 
Bridget Connors 
William Copeland 
Kevin Perry 
Robert Rendon 
Peter Roache 
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HARBOR MASTER
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BOARD OF HEALTH  
 
The event that created the most concern for the year 2012 was the discovery of contaminated, 
petroleum-impacted soil at the Highway Department. These conditions were created several 
years ago perhaps by the adjacent railroad depot or the present building formerly being utilized 
as a garage/gas station. 
 
Brief Summary: 
In June of 2012, while cleaning behind the building, the discovery of petroleum-impacted soil 
was discovered from a depth of 0-3 feet deep to the east and south of the building and was DEP 
notified. Approximately 1,000 cubic yards of impacted soil was removed and temporarily 
stockpiled on polyethylene sheeting on site to the north of the building. 
 
During excavation two 10,000 gallon underground storage tanks were discovered to the south of 
the building which contained oil mixed with water, both found to be leaking. The tanks and 
sufficient surrounding soil was removed until acceptable levels for DEP standards were met. 
 
During removal of the piping associated with these two tanks, four additional underground 
storage tanks were found to the west of the building in the parking lot area. Three of the tanks 
were 1,000 gallons in capacity and one was 550 gallons. All four contained a mixture of gas and 
water, all four had been leaking. 
 
Shortly after, the four tanks were removed and sufficient gasoline impacted soil was removed 
until acceptable levels for DEP standards were met. Monitoring wells were dug to monitor 
groundwater within the vicinity. A total of 1,258 tons of impacted soil was transported to 
Stoughton Landfill in Stoughton, MA. between October 15 and 16, 2012. On December 12, 2012 
a total of 364 tons of impacted soil was transported to Aggregate Industries of Stoughton, MA. 
for recycling. 
 
The summary and full report can be reviewed at Town Hall or at the Massachusetts DEP 
website. 
 
A special thanks goes out to the G. Lopes Construction Co. who donated equipment and 
operators on three separate occasions during this process. 
 
This year the Board of Health received many calls pertaining to the condition of vacant and 
abandoned properties. Many of the properties have been left uncared for due to bank fore-
closures, many others have just been ignored by the owners. While left unattended the on-going 
deterioration begins to become an eyesore and a safety and health concern in the neighborhood 
either through vandalism, overgrown lawns and yards, trash, debris, etc. The process of 
notification to the responsible party to correct the problem can be time consuming and costly. At 
the last town meeting, with voter approval, a $10,000.00 fund was created to be utilized when 
necessary to abate a health and safety concern at these properties. This is the last resort used 
when attempts to notify the responsible party are ignored or have failed. Once the condition has 
been abated using town funds an attempt to recover town funds will be made or a lien will be put 
on the property. 
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There were no cases of Eastern Equine Encephalitis or West Nile Virus reported in Town during 
2012. However, we continued to monitor results from surrounding communities and provided 
information regarding preventative measures to take to protect you against these mosquito borne 
diseases. 
 
The Emergency Dispensing Site (EDS) and Emergency Shelter are located at the Dighton 
Middle School. The EDS was established and is available to all town residents for receipt of the 
proper vaccinations/medications should there be an outbreak of either an airborne or food-borne 
illness that affects the general population of the town. A perfect example would be a flu outbreak 
with a goal of vaccinating all residents within 48 hours. 
 
The problem of illegal dumping and littering on our roadways continue to be a problem and an 
unnecessary expense to the Town, causing the highway department to spend many hours each 
year on clean-up. We urge all residents to do their part to help keep our town clean. Transfer 
station hours were extended in 2012 and hours will be from spring to late summer 9:00 A.M. 
until 3:00 P.M. on Saturdays. Tuesday hours will remain the same which are from 9:00 A.M. to 
11:00 A.M. 
 
The town held the annual curbside bulky item pick-up again in 2012. This pick-up allows 
residents who wish to dispose of large items such as appliances and furniture to do so in lieu of 
hauling and disposal at the transfer station. 
 
We ask that residents continue to recycle as much as possible. Recycling reduces the total 
volume and weight of trash which results in a savings of transportation and disposal of the non-
recyclable materials. Proper recycling will also reduce the number of trash bags a resident will 
have to purchase. 
 
In conclusion we wish to again express our thanks and appreciation to all the employees and 
residents of the town for their support and cooperation during the past year. We could not do this 
job without you. 
 
Chief Robert MacDonald and the Police Department 
Chief Antone Roderick and the Fire Department 
Supt. Thomas Ferry and the Highway Department 
Alice Souza and the Council on Aging 
Denise Wilkins, Town Nurse 
Kevin Bernardo, Food and Health Inspector 
Joseph Pacheco, Soil Evaluator and Percolation Tests 
James Aguiar, Building Commissioner 
Donald French, Plumbing Inspector 
Peter Bleau, Electrical Inspector 
Stacy Ferry, Animal Control Officer and Animal Inspector 
Kerrie Easterday, Administrative Secretary to Board of Selectmen/Board of Health 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
BOARD OF HEALTH 
Thomas J. Pires, Chairman 
Dean V. Cronin 
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DIGHTON HISTORICAL COMMISSION-TRI-CENTENNIAL 
COMMITTEE 

 

The Dighton Historical Commission spearheaded the Town’s 300th Birthday Celebration.   The 
Lights On Event in November of 2011 included a number of “Colonial Re enactors” to introduce 
the public to the events planned during 2012.   
 
On January 4, 2012 the Selectmen, dressed in Colonial Attire recited the Proclamation 
commemorating the South Purchase be set aside from the Town of Taunton and established as a 
Township named Dighton in honor of Frances Dighton wife of Richard Williams one of the 
original founders of Taunton.  The Selectmen were presented with Proclamations from the 
Massachusetts Senate and House of Representatives.     
 
Some of our Celebratory Events included:   
 
April to May 2012: The Brothers of the Brush competition:  A unique group of gentlemen with 
various styles of facial hair participated with Awards presented for various categories at the 
Founders Day Event. 
 
April 2012:  Colonial Re-enactors camped out at the Dighton Elementary School  and classes 
explored life in Colonial Times.  
 
May 12, 2012. Founders Day:  This Colonial Re- Enactment included a River Crossing and 
travel by Horse and Buggy from the Ferry Crossing on Pleasant St to Friendship Hall.   The 
colonists were greeted by the Native Americans.   The Dighton Schoolchildren participated in an 
Essay Contest describing what they liked about Dighton. 
 
May 19 and 20, 2012. A Colonial Re Enactment and the Battle of Dighton was held at Sweets 
Knoll State park with re-enactors from the Continental Line.  The “British” were pushed back to 
the River although the colonials suffered many casualties.   The public joined in a Campfire Sing 
a Long in the evening. 
 
The Memorial Day Parade included colonial troops from the Continental Line.   
 
July 4, 2012:  A Candlelight Walk and reading of the Declaration of Independence was held at 
Friendship Hall.   
 
August 18, 2012:  Our canoe and Kayak adventure on the Three Mile River and Taunton River 
was cancelled due to inclement weather.   Dr. Manual DaSilva presented his theories of the 
History of Dighton Rock which was sponsored by the St. Nicholas of Myra Church.  
 
September 22, 2012. Dighton’s Tri Centennial Parade included 8 Divisions with several 
marching bands, floats and Colonial Fyfe and Drum units.  
 

121



December 8, 2012: Historical Home Tours were sponsored by the Dighton Garden Club and the 
Dighton Historical Society.  
 
The Dighton Public Library and Tri Centennial  Special Events committee sponsored numerous  
other events to promote the Dighton’s Tercentennial Celebration.   Many of these events will be 
commemorated in the  Dighton 300th Anniversary Book being compiled and published in the 
Spring of 2013.   
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Colette L McKeon, Secretary 
Dighton Historical Commission  
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POLICE DEPARTMENT 
 
 I hereby submit my report for the year ending December 31, 2012 
 
Chief – Robert L. MacDonald  
 
Appointed  Full-Time Officers: 
Sergeant – James A. Lavigne, Edward F. Dutra, David P. McGuirk  
Patrolman -  William J. Perry, James M. Duddy, George L. Nichols, Shawn Cronin, 
 Patrick McCarthy and Ryan Richards.   
 
Appointed Reserve Officers: 
Nicholas Barros, Roger S. Duarte, Steven Ferreira, Stephen Hathaway,  Nicole Loura, 
Michael Marshall, William Rasmussen, Rachael Rose, Gregory Steele, Joy 
Swartzendruber. 
 
Secretary – Karlene L. Bourque  
 
 Sergeant Edward Dutra and Patrolman Patrick McCarthy are in charge of issuing 
LTC’s for the department. This year Police Department took in the following revenues 
and turned them into the Town Account.  
 
  License to Carry  $18,225.50  
  LTC’s   184      FID  18                 
  Insurance Request   $491.80         
 
Privately Paid Extra Duty Details turned into the Town for Officers payment:   
 Details $257.583.25    Cruiser Fee’s $2,580.00    Admin Fee 18,891.90  
 

At Town meeting June 12 the Town’s people voted to approve a 7020 square foot 
Police Station followed by a referendum on August 9.  On behalf of all Dighton Police 
personnel, I would like to extend my sincere appreciation to the efforts of all the 
members of the Dighton Police Building Committee for the work done in making our 
new headquarters a reality.  In particular, I would like to recognize Annette Tweedy and 
James Howland for their selfless dedication to this project.  I would also like to thank 
the Board of Selectmen and all of the Town’s people who made the new station a reality 
with their support?  It is no question that we are in need of a new facility to replace our 
existing building and bring us into the 21st century.  Since beginning my service to the 
Town of Dighton in 1980, I have known no other building and look forward to the 
transition that is on the horizon for not only the Dighton Police, but for all citizens of the 
Town.  

 
 The Dighton Police have acquired the following vehicles as part of a Federal 
Surplus Program LESO/1033.  These vehicles will be primarily used for natural Disasters 
such as Hurricanes, Snowstorms etc.  The HUMVEES proved to be an asset during 
tropical storm Sandy and the first major snow storm of the year.  In the future they will 
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be used for Search and Rescue and specialized patrols of heavily wooded areas. They 
provide access to areas that the Police were unable to respond to in the past.  We have 
also acquired vehicles and equipment for the Fire Department and Highway Department.     
 
  Police Acquisitions:   3 HUMVEES  
      4 All-Terrain Vehicles 
      1 4 Wheel Drive Pickup 

Fire Acquisitions: 2 5 Ton Trucks (1 to be converted to a Brush 
Breaker 1 for Emergency Evacuations) 

Highway Acquisitions  1 Fork Lift  
  1 Compressor Trailer for off Road Work 

 
This year all officers attended in-service training sponsored by the Taunton Police 

Department at their facility and will continue to do so in the future.  Our Full-Time 
Officers re-certified in CPR, 1st Responder and In Service.  All veteran Reserve re-
certified in CPR, 1st responder reserves. On April 12, 2011 Patrolman George Nichols 
became a certified TASER ECD Instructor which allows him to certify others under the 
user guidelines of the TASER Training Academy.  All Full-time Officers are certified to 
carry Taser Guns. With all TASER certifications in place our officers will continue to 
carry the weapon while on duty.  In the spring our Officers will be trained by the MA 
Environmental Police and become certified in the use of ATV.  

 
This past August the Dighton Police Department joined S.E.M.L.E.C. 

(Southeastern Massachusetts Law Enforcement Council).  The purpose of SEMLEC is to 
provide various mutual aid services to participating agencies in the event of any natural 
or manmade incidents that would require resources beyond the capacity of any one Police 
Agency.  As a member this will give us a valuable resource for extra manpower when 
needed.  

 
October of this year Patrolman Ryan Richards has taken on the responsibility of 

Scheduling Officer from Sergeant James Lavigne.  Both Sergeant Lavigne and Patrolman 
Richards over this past year has maintained sufficient manpower for the Police 
Department on all cruiser and detail shifts for the safety of the town’s people.  

 
 Patrolman William Perry our Court Officer has been dedicated to the department 
to prosecute our court cases with the District Attorney’s Office.  
 
 As our computer tech liaison Patrolman Shawn Cronin continues to work closely 
with Tri tech Software to implement upgrades to our system.  The in-house Records 
Management and Database software continues to prove vital for the day to day 
operations.  With the information obtained and inputted by our Officers during their 
patrol shifts, combined with the efforts of regional information sharing among other 
police departments, the DPD and the Officers are finding a better and more efficient ways 
to perform their duties both in the station and in the field. The maintenance and 
functionality of this software is closely watched and attended to by Patrolman Shawn 
Cronin,  who strongly believes in making sure that this information is readily at hand of 
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all Officers;  especially when dealing with their respective safety.  As we continue into 
the second decade of the 21st century, the DPD will continue to serve the public and do so 
more prepared each and every day.  
 
 Over the past year Sergeant David McGuirk and Patrolman Patrick McCarthy 
continued to work very closely with the School Administration as the liaison for the 
Police Department.   
  
  Our Safety Officer Patrolman Shawn Cronin and Assistant Safety Officer 
Patrolman Ryan Richards conducted the following programs: 
 
  Bus safety was presented to the following schools: 
   Dighton Elementary  
   Dighton Middle School 
   Bristol Agricultural School 
   Fingerprinting ID Kits done at the Elementary  

Pre Prom Safety at Dighton-Rehoboth and Bristol Agricultural 
High School   
Law Class for Junior and Senior’s at Dighton-Rehoboth High 
School 
 

 Once again the Department conducted Lock Down Drills at the Elementary, 
Middle School, Dighton-Rehoboth High School and the Bristol Agricultural High School. 
With the aid of the Sheriff’s Department and neighboring Police Departments we were 
able to bring K-9 dogs into both high schools for routine checks. 
  
 Sergeant Edward Dutra remains an active member of SCAT and continues to 
investigate drug issues throughout the Town and County.  Acting as our detective over 
the past year he managed the detective work as needed to close out an investigation.   
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CALL ANALYSIS 
 
License/Warrant Check 5 Stolen & Registration Check           242 
911 Abandoned/Hang Up 48 Test Call           1875  
Abandoned MV    1 Animal Call              139 
Alarm Hold-up    1 Alarm Burglar             386 
Ambulance, Mutual Aid   2 Assault      7  
Assist Citizen                        104 Assist Other Agency            144 
ATV Complaint  15 Burglary, B & E Past   72  
Building/Property Check      242 Fire, Carbon Monoxide Alarm 15  
Complaint              458 General Call Taken   19 
Directions     7 Disturbance    80 
Disabled MV            118 Domestic Disturbance   37 
Detail Request            141 Erratic Operation   67 
Escort/Transport  19 Follow Up             167 
General Information           254 Juvenile Offenses   10 
Kidnapping     0 Larceny/Forgery/Fraud  32 
Lock Out   34 Landlord/Tenant Dispute    8 
Medical Emergency           402 Missing Person     1 
MVC (no injuries)             82 MVC (with injury)   27 
MVC (Property Damage) 24 Motor Vehicle Stop           1193 
Notification   23 Request to speak w/officer           350 
Officer self-initiated  43 Annoying Phone Calls    3 
Parking Violation/Ticket        12 Found/Lost Property     2 
Reg/Lic/Warrant Check   7 Radio Checks             365 
Recovered Stolen MV    1 Serve Restraining Order              27 
Road Hazard/Obstruction  48 Stolen Property   49 
Robbery      0 Sudden Death      1 
Auto Theft     8 Suspicious Activity            119 
Serve Summons    7 Tow Releases               40 
Suspicious Vehicle           161 Traffic Control              42 
Transport Prisoner  17 Restraining Order Violation  12  
Trespassing    5 Serve Warrant      7 
Vandalism             41  Welling-Being Check   50  
 
 As the Chief of Police it is my responsibility to see that our department is 
equipped and trained to meet the needs of the people as the Town of Dighton continues to 
grow.  My future goal for the coming year is to continue to upgrade our department and 
keep Dighton a safe place to live. I would like to request your continued support to aid us 
in fighting crime.   
 
  Please do not hesitate to call your Police Department to report any thing you may 
believe to be suspicious in nature or out of the ordinary in behavior.  Dial 911 for 
emergencies to Stop a Crime, Save a Life, Report a Fire, you may use 669-6711 for all 
other business.  
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 I would like to continue with a thank you to our full time dispatchers Theresa 
Costa, Vanessa Smith, and our 911 Supervisor, Paul Reed for their help and cooperation 
over the past year, all department personnel for their professional and dedicated support 
to the Dighton Police Department to ensure safety and security in town.  I would like to 
thank my Secretary, Karlene Bourque, for all her help and dedication given to the 
Department and myself.  
 

I would like to thank Fire Chief Antone Roderick and his personnel for their 
continued support, Highway Superintendent Thomas Ferry, Jeff Gagnon for repairs and 
maintenance on our cruisers, and the Highway Department Staff for their assistance over 
the past year.   Thanks to the Board of Selectmen, Town Employees, Town Officials and 
State, Federal and County Employees that we have worked with. Again I would like to 
thank Manheim Auction for their continuation of reconditioning our cruisers.  

 
Special thanks goes out to all who helped the department to get the Federal 

Surplus vehicles ready for use.  Lopes Construction for transporting of the vehicles. 
Bristol County Auto Body, Manheim New England Auto Auction for paining the 
vehicles, Ventura’s Welding and Luke’s Signs for the work.  
 

In closing, I request the continue support of all as we face increasing complex 
changes of the future. I would like to send my condolence to Richard Leonard’s family 
on his passing. Richard was a long time employee of the Highway Department. For all 
those that lost a love one over the past year I send my condolence.   
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 
Robert L. MacDonald  
Chief of Police  
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DIGHTON~REHOBOTH REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT 

CENTRAL OFFICE 
2700 Regional Road, North Dighton, MA 02764 
508-252-5000 (telephone) / 508-252-5024 (fax) 

 
INTERIM SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS 

JENNIFER WORDELL, ED.D. 
University of Massachusetts at Lowell 

E-mail:     jwordell@ drregional.org 
 

INTERIM ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS 
GAIL VAN BUREN, M.ED. 

Fitchburg State College 
E-mail:     gvanburen@drregional.org 

 
DISTRICT BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR 

CLINTON ROWE, BS 
Northeastern University 

E-mail:  crowe@drregional.org 
 

DIRECTOR OF SPECIAL EDUCATION 
KYLE A. RILEY, M.ED. 

University of Massachusetts at Dartmouth 
E-mail:  kriley@drregional.org 

 
DISTRICT TREASURER 

JOSEPH MEICHELBECK, MBA 
Clark University 

 
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT TO THE SUPERINTENDENT & SECRETARY TO 

THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE 
Kellie Partridge-Fagan 

E-mail:  kfagan@drregional.org 
 

REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT CENTRAL OFFICE SUPPORT STAFF 
 
Joanne Rebelo ~ Financial Analyst 
Gail Fisher ~ Business Administrator’s Office & Assistant District Treasurer  
Gail Kohn ~ Payroll Office 
Kimberly LaCroix ~ Assistant Superintendent’s Office 
Tammy Perry ~ Special Education Office  
Joan Silvia ~ Payroll & Benefits Office 
Ryan McDeed ~ Technology Department - Central Office (Technical Specialist) 
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Dighton~Rehoboth Regional District School Committee 
 

NAME /       TELEPHONE & E-MAIL ADDRESS 
 
Mr. Christopher Andrade    Term expires 2015 
1975 Milk Street     (h) 774-872-0105 
Dighton, MA 02715     candrade@drregional.org 
 
Mr. Richard Barrett     Term expires 2013 
238 Rocky Hill Road    (h) 508-252-9211 
Rehoboth, MA 02769    rbarrett@drregional.org 
 
Mrs. Tiffany Bartholomew, Secretary  Term expires 2014 
67 Blanding Road     (h) 508-557-1125 
Rehoboth, MA 02769    tbartholomew@drregional.org 
 
Mrs. Eliza Couture     Term expires 2014 
176 Center Street     (h) 508-669-6273 
Dighton, MA 02715     ecouture@drregional.org 
 
Mr. Peter Hebda     Term expires 2014 
38 Holmes Street     (h) 508-252-9657 
Rehoboth, MA 02769    phebda@drregional.org 
 
Mr. David Katseff     Term expires 2015 
4 Apple Valley Drive    (h) 508-252-3643 

Rehoboth, MA 02769    dkatseff@drregional.org 
 
Ms. Susan Lorenz, Chairperson   Term expires 2015 
1375 Center Street     (h) 508-669-4139 
Dighton, MA 02715     slorenz@drregional.org  
 
Mr. Raymond Medeiros, Vice Chair  Term expires 2015 
15 Calisto Drive     (h) 508-252-9470 
Rehoboth, MA 02769    rmedeiros@drregional.org 
 
Mr. Timothy Rapoza    Term expires 2016    
 
Mrs. Janice Terry     Term expires 2014    
66 Walker Street     (h) 508-823-1194 
N. Dighton, MA 02764    jterry@drregional.org 
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DIGHTON~REHOBOTH REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT 
ANNUAL REPORT 

 
GENERAL INFORMATION 

 
Entrance Age 
First grade registration in September of any year will be limited to those children who 
are at l east six (6) years of age or who will become six (6) years of age on or before 
August 31st.  Kindergarten registration in September of any year will be limited to those 
children who are at least five (5) years of age or who will become five (5) years of age on 
or before August 31st of the year the child is entering kindergarten. 
 
Birth Certificate 
Every child who enters school for the first time must present a birth certificate. 
 
Medical Records 
Every child who enters school for the first time must present a doctor’s certificate of 
immunization against diphtheria, tetanus, whooping cough, measles, mumps, rubella, 
and polio, or a statement from his/her physician that vaccination is unadvisable.  
Children entering school for the first time are also required to have a physical 
examination.  Students engaging in sporting activities must have a physical 
examination / doctor’s certificate before participating in any sporting activity(ies), 
including tryouts. 
 
SCHOOL DELAYS/CANCELLATION INFORMATION 
 
Pre-school, Kindergarten, Elementary School, Middle School, and High School 
 
In the event of any delays or school closings, parents will be notified by telephone with 
“One Call Now.” District information will also be broadcast over the  following 
television and radio stations:  Local cable channel for Rehoboth = 15; Local cable 
channel for Dighton = 9; TV CHANNELS: 4, 6, 7, 10, 12, FOX 25 and FOX 64; RADIO: 
WPRO (AM 630), WHJJ (AM 920), WSAR (AM 1480), PRO FM (FM 920), WSNE (FM 
93.3), WHJY (FM 94.1); LITE ROCK 105 (FM 105); WEBSITES:  www.drregional.org, 
www.wbztv.com,  www.thebostonchannel.com/index.html, www1.whdh.com, 
www.turnto10.com. 
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ENROLLMENT AS OF OCTOBER 01, 2012 
 
Palmer River Elementary and D. L. Beckwith Middle Schools 
Grade               Enrollment 
Pre-K          76 
K   119 
1             129 
2            137 
3             131 
4             135 
5             134 
6             162 
7             148 
8             164 
 
TOTAL                             1325 
 
Dighton Elementary and Dighton Middle Schools 
Grade       Enrollment 
Pre-K           
K                   57 
1                 90 
2                 88 
3               74 
4                  113 
5               87 
6               91 
7             114 
8             112 
 
TOTAL            826 
 
Dighton~Rehoboth Regional High School 
Grade   Dighton Rehoboth  Total   
9   78  139       217 
10   103  124   227 
11   79  130        209 
12   104  128        232 
 
TOTAL            891 
 
 
TOTAL DISTRICT ENROLLMENT  = 3042 
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SCHOOL CALENDAR 
2012 ~ 2013 

 
As approved by the Dighton~Rehoboth  

Regional School Committee 
 

           ELEMENTARY    MIDDLE DRRHS             
           # OF DAYS          # OF DAYS # OF  DAYS 
 
School Opens September 05, 2012 
Closes December 24, 2012      72           72       72 
 
School Opens January 02, 2013 
Closes February 18, 2013     32          32       32 
 
School Opens February 25, 2013 
Closes April 15, 2013      34      34       34 
 
School Opens April 22, 2013 
Closes June 20, 2012 *     43       43       43    
 
Total number of days attended   181         181      181 
*may be revised depending upon school closings 
 

SCHOOL WILL BE CLOSED ON THE FOLLOWING DAYS: 
 

September 03, 2012 ~ Labor Day-No School 
September 04, 2012 ~ Teacher Workshop-No School 

October 08, 2012 ~ Columbus Day-No School 
October 15, 2012 ~ Teacher Workshop ~ Early Release 
November 06, 2012 ~ Teacher Workshops-No School 

November 12, 2012 ~ Veteran’s Day-No School 
November 21-23, 2012 ~ Thanksgiving Recess-No School 

December 24, 2012-January 02, 2013 ~ Holiday Recess-No School 
January 21, 2013 ~ Martin Luther King Day-No School 
January 28, 2013 ~ Teacher Workshops-Early Release 

February 18, 2013-February 22, 2013 ~ Winter Recess-No School 
March 18, 2013 ~ Teacher Workshops-Early Release 

March 29, 2013 ~ Good Friday-No School 
April 15-19, 2013 ~ Spring Recess-No School 

May 27, 2013 ~ Memorial Day- No School 
June 27, 2013 ~ Last Day of School  

 
Class of 2013 Graduation Date-June 08, 2013 
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DIGHTON~REHOBOTH REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT 
 
 

DISTRICT PERSONNEL 
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DIGHTON~REHOBOTH REGIONAL HIGH SCHOOL 
PERSONNEL 

 
INTERIM PRINCIPAL COLLEGE/UNIVERSITY/DEGREE      APPOINTED 
Deborah Sarrey  Providence College, M.Ed.     2012 
 
ASST. PRINCIPALS   COLLEGE/UNIVERSITY/DEGREE      APPOINTED 
Kevin Braga   Bridgewater State College, B.S.   2007 
John Harrison  Salem State University, M.S.   2012 
 
DIRECTOR OF CAREER AND TECHNICAL VOCATIONAL EDUCATION 
Cathie Rebelo         American International College, M.Ed.  2011 
 
DIRECTOR OF GUIDANCE 
Bridgit Martin  Bridgewater State College, C.A.G.S.  2012 
 
ATHLETIC DIRECTOR 
Stanley Franczyk  Briar Cliff College, B.A.    1984 
 
ADJUSTMENT / GUIDANCE COUNSELORS / SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGIST 
Adam Rudow  University of Massachusetts at Boston, M.Ed. 2012 
Lisa Maidment  Northeastern University, M.Ed.   2005 
Linda Neault   University of Massachusetts at Boston, M.Ed. 2007 
Jacquelyn Tremblett  Boston University , M.Ed.    2006 
Jessica Payne   Providence College, M.Ed.    2011 
William Garcia  Boston University, M.A.    2010  
  
SECRETARIES 
Lesley Stahowiak ~ DRRHS Principal’s Secretary  
Theresa Matteson ~ DRRHS Career & Technical Education Office   
Lori Dias ~ DRRHS Main Office  
Sharon Beskid ~ DRRHS Main Office 
Martha Gordon ~ DRRHS Special Education Office 
Kathy Shillan ~ DRRHS Guidance Office 
Donna Connors ~ DRRHS Athletic Director’s Office  
 
FACULTY   COLLEGE/UNIVERSITY/DEGREE      APPOINTED 
Cynthia Bergeron  Bridgewater State College, M.Ed.   1980 
Joseph Botelho  University of Massachusetts at Dartmouth, B.S. 2010 
Stephen Gouveia  Oliver Ames High School    2009 
David Souza   New England Technical Institute   1998 
Gary Levesque                     Fitchburg State College                                           2004 
Gary Vasconcellos  Diman Regional Vocational Technical H.S. 2008 
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Doris Ghilardi  Wheelock College, B.S.    1993 
Cheryl Tella    Rhode Island College, B.S.    2005 
David Lentz   University of Massachusetts at Dartmouth, MBA 2009 
Stephen Janczura  University of Massachusetts at Amherst, B.A.  2009 
Wendy Rutkowski  Bridgewater State College, M.A.T.  1990 
Elizabeth Tache   University of Massachusetts at Dartmouth, B.S. 1991 
Patricia Madsen  Plymouth State College, B.S.   1993 
Colleen Hall    Salem State College, B.S.    2007 
Diane Hayes   Bryant College, B.S.     1997 
Deven Antani  Bridgewater State College, M.Ed.   2009 
Alfred Boutin  Providence College, M.Ed.    2007 
Claudia Feeley  Providence College, B.A.     2007 
Linda Kelley   Bridgewater State College, M.A.   2004 
Ellen O’Reilly-LaSalle Northeastern State University, M.Ed.  2001 
Kurt Loell   State University of N.Y. ~ Fredonia, B.A.  2001 
Stephen Perry  Rhode Island College, M.Ed.   2004 
Mary Ann Rodrigues Fitchburg State College, M.Ed.   2007 
Jeremy Morrison  Harvard University, M. Ed.   2005 
Ann Siachos   University of Rhode Island, B.A.   2005 
Victor Augusto  University of Massachusetts at Dartmouth, B.A.1994 
Maria DeAguiar  Brown University, M.A.T.    1994 
Holly Loell   Simmons College, M.A.T.    1994 
Ken Sabella   Bridgewater State College, M.A.   2001 
Michelle Deschenes  Fitchburg State College, M.Ed.   1982 
James Ascoli   University of Rhode Island, B.A.    2007 
Kathleen Chase  Providence College, B.S.    2008 
Karen Enos    Rhode Island College, B.A.    1996 
Jenna Rozzero  Roger Williams College, B.S.   2007 
John Parente   Providence College, M.Ed.    2001 
Ann Provonsil   Providence College, B.A.    1984 
Kristin Voccio  Rhode Island College, M.S.    2002 
Karen Abrahamson  Keene State College, B.S.    1999 
William Ivatts  Springfield College, M.Ed.     2006 
Kenneth O’Leary  Salem State College, B.S.     2008 
Cynthia McCabe  Rhode Island College, B.S.    1995 
Linda Borges-Dubois University of Southern California, M.S.   1981 
Diana D’Agostino   University of Massachusetts at Boston, B.S. 2010 
Christopher Grover  University of Massachusetts at Boston, M.A. 2005 
Stephen Lovejoy  Bridgewater State College, B.S.    2003 
Clotilde O’Gara  Rhode Island College, B.S.    2000 
Karen Rose    Lesley University     1997 
Jill Saxon   Providence College, M.Ed.    2001 
Elizabeth Walsh  Boston University, B.S.    1993 
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Michael Cooke  University of Massachusetts at Amherst, B.A. 2008 
Christopher Borden  Boston University, M.A.    2006 
Alison King-Anthony Rhode Island College, B.A.    1995 
David Moura   University of Massachusetts at Dartmouth, M.A. 2003 
Jonathan Pacheco  Bridgewater State College, B.A.   2000 
Benjamin Pease  Salem State College, M.Ed.    2002 
John Greenlees  Emmanuel College, M.Ed.    2006 
Jane Hunt   Providence College, M.Ed.    1993 
Stephen Kulpa  Felician College, B.S.    1996 
Christian LaSalle  Oklahoma State University, M.Ed.  2007 
Angela Pimento  Rhode Island College, B.S.    2007 
Susan Starrett   Simmons College, M.Ed.    2005 
Derek DeMello   Bridgewater State, BA    2011 
Alfred Rose (.5 auto) Fitchburg College, M.Ed.    2011 
Katelyn Owens  Bridgewater State College, B.S.   2011 
Melissa Lomba  University of Massachusetts at Dartmouth, B.A.2011 
Elizabeth Ferreira  Massachusetts College of Art, B.A.  2011 
Timothy Tichacek  Westfield State College, B.S.   2011 
Sarah LaMere  Bridgewater State College, B.S.   2011 
Ashley Mathias  Suffolk University, B.S.    2011 
Stephanie Tonelli  Providence College, B.A.    2010 
Jocelyn Barbosa  University of Massachusetts at Dartmouth, B.S. 2012 
Katherine Beckett  Boston College, B.S.     2012 
Hilary Burnham  University of Massachusetts at Dartmouth, B.S. 2012 
Brandon Delano  Bridgewater State College, B.A.   2012 
Elyse Tompkins  Bridgewater State College, B.A.   2012 
Marie-Juanita DiGioa Nova Southeastern University, M.Ed.  2012 
Allison Oliver  Roger Williams University, B.S.   2012 
Katrina Hegman  Wheaton College, B.A.    2012 
  
PARAPROFESSIONALS   
Donna Anuszcyk    Jill Berry   Alison Mancini 
Carol Hart     Cynthia Mosher  Susan Rebello 
Donna Kjellman    Kimberly Sargent   Mary Lou Rose  
Kathleen Enos    Lori Neville    Norma Weckmuller 
Diane Tetreault    Kim Neville   Kathy Castro 
Jill Berry    Susan Rebello 
 
SUPERVISOR OF BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS 
Matthew Tobin 
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CUSTODIANS  
Joao Fidalgo   Aurelio Silvestre  Kenneth Bouchard  
John Lavigne   Frank Slusarz  Stephen Brown 
Salvador Lopez, Jr.  John Rudis 
 

DIGHTON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
PERSONNEL 

 
PRINCIPAL   COLLEGE/UNIVERSITY/DEGREE      APPOINTED 
Sandra Cummings  Harvard University, M.Ed.    2008 
 
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL (.5) SCHOOL/DEGREE              APPOINTED 
Ashley Fullen  Bridgewater State College, M.Ed.   2012 
 
SECRETARIES 
Linda Deleo    Kerri Delise    Nancy Pexioto 
 
FACULTY   COLLEGE/UNIVERSITY/DEGREE      APPOINTED 
Brigitte Anger  University of Massachusetts at Dartmouth, B.A 2004 
Raymond Badger  Rhode Island College, B.S.    2007 
Deena Bellavance  Rhode Island College, M. Ed.   2007  
Maureen Borghesani Bridgewater State College, M.Ed.   1991 
Jennifer Carter  Boston University, M.Ed.    1997 
Andrea Castonguay (LOA) Providence College, B.S.    2000 
Tammy Collins  Bridgewater State College, M.Ed.   2006 
Cynthia Correa  Framingham State College, M.Ed.   2000 
Kimberly Corvi  Bridgewater State College, B.S.   2008 
Suzanne Cunha  University of Massachusetts at Dartmouth, B.A 2005 
Stephanie Curtis  University of Dayton, B.S.    1997 
Shirley DeMello  Rhode Island College, M.Ed.   1995 
Christina Clifford-Duarte Springfield College, M.A.    2002 
John Durkee   Worcester State College, M.Ed.   1988 
Jamie Ferreira  Springfield College, B.A. (through June 2011) 2009 
Sandra Fleet   University of Massachusetts at Amherst, B.A. 2005 
Bonnie Fresta  Bridgewater State College, M.Ed.   2010 
Juliet Gentile   Framingham State, M.Ed.    2009 
Tracy Gustafson  Bridgewater State College, B.S.   2006 
Melanie Hayden  University of Rhode Island, M.L.S.  2010 
Elaine MacTavish  Johnson & Wales University, M.A.  2009 
Brian Michaud  University of Connecticut, M.E.    1995 
Lisa Perry   Wheelock College, B.S.    2007 
Mary Rourke   Rhode Island College, B.S.    1992 
Heather Rutko  Merrimack College, B.A.    2003 
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Meghan Snee   Roger Williams College, B.A.   2005 
Alaina St. Germain  Bridgewater State College, B.A.   2007 
Jacqueline Ulmschneider  Bridgewater State College, B.S.   1997 
Zachary Waddicor  Fitchburg State College, B.S. (through Dec. 2011) 2006 
Dayle Augustine  Lesley College, M.Ed. (through June 2011) 2004  
Jennie Baglini  Bridgewater State College, M.Ed.   2005 
Allison Gittus  University of Rhode Island, M.S.   2000 
Susan Martel   Providence College, B.A.    2008 
Tiffany Martin  Boston University, M.Ed.    2002 
Gena Maurer   Lesley University, M.Ed.    2010 
Linda Munise  Lesley University, M.Ed.    2001 
Karen Pittsley  Lesley College, M.A.    2000 
Cara Romano  Massachusetts Institute of Health, M.S.  2000 
Kaitlyn Allen   Bridgewater State College, B.A., B.S.  2011 
Amy Comeau  Lesley University, M.Ed.    2011 
Katie Grillo   Bridgewater State College, M.Ed.   2012 
 
TECHNOLOGY SPECIALIST ~ DIGHTON CAMPUS 
James Pauly                         Roger Williams University, B.S.                             2002 
 
CUSTODIANS 
James Thornley, Head Custodian    Dennis Medeiros    
Vincent Velasquez                               Keith Medeiros 
 
MONITORS / PARAPROFESSIONALS / LIBRARY ASSISTANTS  
Rebecca Casey                   Dina Boostrom                          Elizabeth Cornell 
Amanda Emond                Donna Quaglia                         Bonnie Santos 
Kathleen Murphy              Holly DeMello                          Pamela Green 
Suzanne Richard                Dawn Viera                               Donna Litte 
Donna Wexler                     Nanci Prairie                             Gayle Woodward 
Christina Sylvia                  Stephanie Cabral                      Doreen Buchanan 
Laura Ouellette  
 

DIGHTON MIDDLE SCHOOL 
PERSONNEL 

 
PRINCIPAL    COLLEGE/UNIVERSITY/DEGREE      APPOINTED 
Richard Wheeler  Providence College, M.Ed.    2012 
 
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL (.5) SCHOOL/DEGREE              APPOINTED 
Ashley Fullen  Bridgewater State College, M.Ed.   2012 
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SECRETARIES 
Susan Marsden   Susan Murphy  Gabriela Farias     
 
FACULTY   COLLEGE/UNIVERSITY/DEGREE     APPOINTED 
Kathryn Clark  University of Rhode Island, B.S.   1993 
Valerie Cleary  Bridgewater State College, M.A.   2002 
William Connolly  University of Massachusetts at Dartmouth, B.A.2000 
Renee Custodio  Quinnipiac University, M.A.   2006 
Amanda Ferreira  Bridgewater State College, M.Ed.   2007 
Susan Gaska   Lesley University, M. Ed.    2007 
Kathy Gilbert  Assumption College, M.Ed.   1996 
Kevin Gousie  Bridgewater State College, B.S.   2001 
Lynn Ingram   Bridgewater State College, M.Ed.   1999 
Christine Jackson  Lesley University, M.Ed.    2010 
David Lancaster  Rhode Island College, M.Ed.   2007 
Brenda Patten  Bridgewater State College, M.Ed. (through June 2011) 1982 
Carl Peterson   Rhode Island College, B.S.    1992 
Carol Richard  Rhode Island College, M.A.   2007 
Heather Rose   Bridgewater State College, B.A.   2001 
Elaine Silvestre  Fitchburg State College, M.Ed.   1985 
Paulo Sousa   University of Massachusetts at Amherst, M.A. 2009 
Dawne Steele  Northeastern University, M.Ed.   2007 
Timothy Sullivan  Lesley College, M.Ed.    1979 
Susan Warren  University of Massachusetts at Dartmouth, B.A.1993 
Jean Bezner   Cambridge College, M.Ed.    2006 
Andrea Cabral  Framingham State College, M.Ed.   2005 
Brian Donnelly  University of Rhode Island, B.S.   2008 
Martha Edminster  Trinity College, M.Ed.    2000 
Allison Gittus  University of Rhode Island, M.S.   2000 
Tiffany Martin  Boston University, M.Ed.    2002 
Ericka McCabe  Bridgewater State College, M.Ed. (through June 2011) 2008 
Laurie Silvia   Bridgewater State College, B.S.   2008 
Mary Wilusz   Lowell State College, B.M.    1995 
Jennifer Kavanaugh  Simmons College, M.Ed.    2011 
Nicholas Kozak  University of Massachusetts at Dartmouth, B.A.2011 
Chris Jackson  Lesley University, M.Ed.    1999 
Chelsea Platt   Bridgewater State College, B.A.   2011 
Kimberly Furness  Bridgewater State College, B.S.   2011 
Paula Roy    Bridgewater State College, B.S.   2002 
Janice Exley   American International College, M.Ed.  2012 
 
TECHNOLOGY SPECIALIST ~ DIGHTON CAMPUS 
James Pauly                         Roger Williams University, B.S.                             2002 

140



CUSTODIANS 
David Arruda, Head Custodian   Joseph Borges  
Christian Fredericks    Damien Preston  
 
MONITORS / PARAPROFESSIONALS / LIBRARY ASSISTANTS  
Rebecca Casey   Lisa Souza   Carla Ceurvals  
Michael Santos    Melissa Pacheco  Christine Mizner  
Lori Mullen   Elizabeth Martin  Haidee Moriarty  
Diane Remy   Doreen Buchanan  
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SUPERINTENDENT’S ANNUAL REPORT 
  

On behalf of the Dighton~Rehoboth Regional School District, I am pleased to 
submit our annual report. 
 
PERSONNEL 

The district welcomed Dr. Jennifer Wordell as Interim Superintendent, Clinton 
Rowe as the District Business Administrator, and Kyle Riley as the Director of Special 
Education. Gail Van Buren was assigned to the Interim Assistant Superintendent 
position, and Deborah Sarrey became the Interim Principal of DRRHS.  There were 
several teacher retirements, and new administration /staff appointed as noted in the 
each school’s personnel list and school report.  
 
DISTRICT MISSION, VISION, AND GOALS 

The mission of the Dighton~Rehoboth Regional School District, in partnership 
with parents and the community, is to provide  students with the tools, including 
technology, to acquire knowledge, apply skills, critically analyze information and 
issues, and develop social responsibility. District goals and objectives encompassing the 
years 2010-2015 emphasize the overarching goals of high standards and expectations for 
student achievement; enhancing professional development for our staff; improvement 
of communication; expanding and further integrating technology to support teaching 
and learning; and ensuring facilities meet current and future needs.   

Furthermore, we have committed to “living” the following 8 conditions and 
aspirations for the district:  belonging; curiosity and creativity; heroes; spirit of 
adventure; sense of accomplishment; leadership and responsibility and integrity; fun 
and excitement; and confidence to take action. 
 
BUDGET AND FINANCE 

The school district’s budget provides the support for all educational programs in 
the district and funds prioritized needs. The total operating budget for FY ‘12 was 
$34,326,398.00.  The total FY ‘13 operating budget is $35,319,296.00.  The Dighton K-8 
budget is $9,817,826.00.  The Dighton~ Rehoboth Regional High School budget is 
$13,108,741.00. The Rehoboth K-8 budget is $12,392,729.00.  

Projected FY ‘14 state funding to the regional school district and to the towns 
remains uncertain at the close of 2012. It is a goal and a challenge to maintain the 
integrity of our school district and increase student achievement while being mindful of 
efficient and effective methods to create a fiscally responsible budget in these difficult 
financial times.  

Grant funding continues to be an integral part of supplementing the operating 
budget. The district received $1,781,811.00 in FY ‘12 and $1,930,590.00 to date for FY ‘13. 
Grants are used for supplementing supplies and materials, all academic intervention 
and support programs, academic support at the high school, a Title I summer school 
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enrichment program, special education tuitions and support staff salaries at all schools, 
district-wide professional development programs, and technology. 
 
CURRICULUM, INSTRUCTION, ASSESSMENT, AND PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT 

A priority was the implementation of the fully approved, tuition-based full-day 
kindergarten program at both elementary schools. We also maintained half-day 
kindergarten programs for those that did not wish to participate in full-day. In order to 
accommodate a full-day kindergarten program at Dighton Elementary School, the pre-
school program was moved to Palmer River Elementary School. Benefits to this move 
were the centralization of our pre-school programs and the collaboration afforded to 
pre-school teachers with this model. The full program expanded enrollment since the 
pilot in the previous year.  

With the implementation of the new Common Core, curriculum (standards, 
assessments, and instruction) work was a focus throughout the year in all of the major 
content areas (English, math, science, and social studies), as well as in health and 
physical education.  The emphasis remained prioritizing skill development and 
consistency across the district.  Common assessments, as well as standardized rubrics, 
have also been a focus.   

Reading and writing across the curriculum was also a major focus. Through a 
joint grant with a few other towns, professional development was provided to 
elementary and middle school teachers and a literacy coach worked with staff. Math 
coaches are also being piloted through grants this year.    

All students were required to participate in the Massachusetts Comprehensive 
Assessment System (MCAS).  Additionally, many other data points are examined 
throughout the year and the staff spent a great deal of time analyzing MCAS scores, 
classroom assessments, and other assessment data to determine how to close 
achievement gaps.  

This year, a new ranking system came from the state, levels 1-5.  We are pleased 
to report our rankings as:  Dighton Elementary School – level 1; Palmer River 
Elementary School – level 1; Beckwith Middle School – level 1; Dighton Middle School – 
level 2; and Dighton~Rehoboth Regional High School – level 2. 

  Supplemental education services (before- and after-school intervention 
programs) to students who need assistance in the areas of English Language Arts and 
mathematics at the elementary and middle levels are funded through grants. Some 
students are being serviced by an outside provider and some students are being 
serviced by our staff.  

  Again this year, teachers applied for and received technology grants for pieces of 
equipment. The teachers used the equipment for a year and made a commitment to 
teach others in their schools and the district how to use the hardware. This program has 
been extremely successful for three years. 
 Professional development was provided in many areas for the purpose of 
improving best practices and increasing student achievement. In particular, the 
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professional development committee focused on differentiated instruction, technology, 
and use of co-teaching in the special education inclusion model. In addition, elementary 
teachers received targeted professional development in mathematics and literacy 
instruction.  
 
FACILITIES 

National Grid completed the energy savings outdoor lighting project at all of the 
Dighton and Rehoboth campuses, in addition to the internal lighting project that was 
started in 2009.  This energy savings project installation has resulted in a decrease of 
overall energy costs, despite the current, escalating cost of energy. 

The bleachers at the Dighton~Rehoboth Regional High School were replaced to 
meet building standards and codes.  The high school updated a computer CAD lab with 
new electrical panels, in order to ensure the new machines would be adequately 
protected.  The overhang at the Dighton entrance of the building was replaced, due to 
age/wear and tear. 

Dighton Elementary School had minor roof repairs, as well as a painting project 
completed in their hallways and common areas. 

Dighton Middle School replaced and reattached the gutter system around the 
building to prevent deterioration to the foundation and mortar joints. 

Beckwith Middle School repaired and replaced many of the classroom heating 
sensors, and the water tank sensor.  A gas line was repaired, and there were upgrades 
to electrical systems in various classrooms.  Hallway and classroom painting projects 
took place to beautify the school.   

Palmer River Elementary School repaired several areas of the roof and boiler 
issues were addressed. 
 
CONCLUDING REMARKS 

We are thankful to have such strong family and community partnerships in 
Dighton and Rehoboth.  We are dedicated to serving our students, and look forward to 
continuing on this mission. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Jennifer Elineema, Ed.D.  
Interim Superintendent of Schools 
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ANNUAL REPORT 
DIGHTON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

2012-2013 
 
I am pleased to submit this annual report as principal of Dighton Elementary School. 
 
PERSONNEL 
 
There were a few changes in the personnel at Dighton Elementary School for the school 
year 2012-2013. 
 

• Ashley Fullen joined the staffs at DES and DMS in September as the Assistant 
Principal in each building.  We are very fortunate to have her on staff.  She has 
become a necessary part of the administrative team. 

• Maureen Borghesani, who had worked at DES for many years retired from her 
position as Reading Specialist.   

• Dr. Mary Sue Mulligan began work as the Reading Specialist on December 17, 
2012.  Dr. Mulligan comes with extensive experience in administration, special 
education, and reading. 

• Katie Grillo joined us as the 4th grade special education teacher. 
• Deb Mason joined us as the 3rd grade special education teacher. 

 

ENROLLMENT 
 
Our enrollment as of October 1, 2012 is as follows: 
 
Kindergarten  72   Third Grade     73 
First Grade  91   Fourth Grade  114 
Second Grade 88   TOTAL   439 
 
CURRICULUM AND INSTRUCTION 
 
We continue to offer a tuition-based full-day kindergarten program.  Dighton 
Elementary School currently has two full day classrooms and two half-day sessions.   
The curriculum is the same in both full and half-day sessions; however, the full day 
students benefit from more in-depth and extended learning opportunities. 
 
The 2012 MCAS scores indicated that Dighton Elementary School is a Level 1 school 
which translates to meaning we are narrowing the gap between the lowest performing 
and highest performing students.  This is true for both English Language Arts and 
Mathematics.   Our students scored 63% in Proficient or Advanced; 31% Needs 
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Improvement; and 6% in Warning in ELA.  In Math our 3rd and 4th graders achieved 
59% in Proficient or Advanced; 35% Needs Improvement; and again 6% in Warning. 
 
The action steps that are in place for increased performance are as follows: 
 

• Using the knowledge, experience, and expertise of the Reading Specialist and 
Literacy Coach, research-based strategies and assessments will be 
implemented to drive instruction; 

• The English Language Arts Common Core standards now in place instruct 
the students with a balance of informational and literary texts.  Content area 
subjects, such as Social Studies and Science, will emphasize literacy; students 
will be expected to learn from what they read in textbooks and other sources.   

• The intervention program through Title One grant targets students who are 
the neediest in the area of reading.  This before and after school program will 
begin in January, 2013. 
 

TECHNOLOGY 
 
The classroom teachers and the technology teacher work collaboratively in the 
classrooms and computer lab.  All students have computer classes as a part of the 
specials rotation.  Teachers regularly schedule additional time to extend their learning 
through technology and embed the technology into projects.   
 
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
 
The summer professional development opportunities offered through the district were 
varied and many teachers took advantage of them.  Many workshops were provided for 
educators in the new Common Core standard implementation; as well as the new 
teacher evaluation system which began in September 2012.  We are working very hard 
in order to build collaboration between teachers and administration and improve our 
instruction for all students.  There were graduate courses in writing across the 
curriculum as well as reading.  Many of the DES teachers attended and have 
implemented new strategies in their classrooms. 
 
The workshops offered during the school year are also varied and teachers have the 
option of writing a plan that is directly connected to their classroom work.  These have 
included social studies and science curriculum mapping; co-teaching strategies in the 
classroom; and special education topics; Common Core implementation; the collection 
of instructional evidence for the teacher evaluation, writing across the curriculum. 
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COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT 
 
Once again Dighton Elementary School was well-represented at the Araujo’s annual fall 
festival.  Ms. Brigette Rubano arranged a beautiful display with work from students in 
kindergarten through 4th grade.  Mr. Brian Michaud entertained with the school chorus 
singing their fall concert songs. 
 
The DES PTO is very active with events and fundraising activities that benefit all our 
students.  Through a $5,000 grant provided by the Bristol Community Bank, the PTO 
brought Rachel’s Challenge to our school and included grades K through 4. This program 
teaches tolerance and respect for one another and has proven to cut down on bullying 
incidents.   Coupled with the Open Circle social-emotional program, our students have 
weekly opportunities to develop a community of learners who support one another.  
We have implemented Core Values at Dighton Elementary School – Respect, 
Responsibility, Safety.  These values carry through all areas of the school and bus.  
 
Field trips and classroom supplies are provided to teachers and students by the funds 
raised during the year by the PTO.  The events are planned to involve as many families 
as possible and there is a wide variety to choose from including the Sweetheart Dance, 
Fun Fitness, holiday babysitting, and Secret Santa.   
 
Fourth grade peer leaders, under the direction of Mrs. Gena Maurer and Mrs. Andrea 
Castonguay, have volunteered in the community in a variety of ways such as: working 
on behalf of the animal shelter; the holiday collection of toys for the Dighton Food Bank 
and New Hope organization; collection of money for the Red Cross earmarked for the 
survivors of Hurricane Sandy.  The peer leaders also work within the school collecting 
recycled paper; acting as bus helpers; assisting younger students with special projects. 
 
SCHOOL COUNCIL 
 
Our 2012-2013 School Improvement Plan includes four over-arching goals: 

• Goal #1 – nurture a respectful and caring educational environment in which 
students and staff accomplishments are celebrated together and separately. 

• Goal #2 –improve the achievement of all students, including defining and 
narrowing the achievement gaps for identified student groups. 

• Goal #3 – to align DES curriculum to the Common Core standards in ELA and 
Math. 

• Goal #4 – embed technology into the creation and delivery of units of instruction. 
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CONCLUDING REMARKS 
 
Dighton Elementary School continues to grow as an educational institution.  The 
children of Dighton in grades K-4 benefit from the knowledge, experience, and genuine 
care from the teachers and staff.  
 
This year we look forward to working with the Assistant Principal and Reading 
Specialist to assess our instructional strategies in reading, along with special education 
instruction in order to close the achievement gap and have student success for all. 
 
It is a privilege to lead Dighton Elementary School for the fifth year; and I look forward 
to the future and all it holds for students, staff, and parents. 
 

 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
Sandra F. Cummings, Principal 
Dighton Elementary School 
 

ANNUAL REPORT 
DIGHTON MIDDLE SCHOOL 

2012 
 

I am pleased to submit the annual report for Dighton Middle School. 
 
PERSONNEL 
New Hires are:  
Janice Exley, grade five science teacher 
Ashley Fullen, .5 assistant principal at DMS and .5 assistant principal at DES 
Retired - Jesse Perry and Brenda Patten  
Chelsea Platt was transferred from grade six to grade five 
 
ENROLLMENT 
Enrollment as of October 1, 2012 
Grade 8  112 
Grade 7  113 
Grade 6   91 
Grade 5   87   
Total   403 
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CURRICULUM AND INSTRUCTION 
This year at Dighton Middle School, we focused on incorporating writing and 

Bloom’s Taxonomy questioning techniques in all classes across the curriculum. We are 
continuing to focus on differentiated instruction for all learners, as well as co-teaching 
at all grade levels between our special education and regular education teachers.  

These focal points, particularly on differentiation and Bloom’s Taxonomy to 
improve thinking skills and rigor in all classes, will help us meet the varied learning 
styles of our students and help them achieve a deeper understanding of the concepts 
presented in classrooms.  

The faculty has begun to emphasize strategies for improving short answer, open 
response and problem solving strategies. These efforts are being used to address areas 
on ELA such as poetry, style and language, nonfiction, vocabulary, concept 
development standards, journaling and making inferences. 

In mathematics, areas of focus will continue to include concepts such as models, 
symbols, computation and operations, geometry and measurement systems. 

Data from Star Math, Study Island, and informal assessments are being used to 
drive instruction, measure student progress, and inform grade-level intervention 
teachers of student progress. Team meetings are being used to review this data and help 
design intervention plans for student interventions that will address academic concerns 
revealed by their specific data. 

An additional period in each curriculum area has been added per week to 
address reading and writing across the curriculum.   
 
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

Teachers at Beckwith and Dighton Middle have begun to work together during 
in-service days and during one faculty meeting per month to prepare for Common 
Core. This opportunity has allowed teachers from both schools to begin collaborating 
on best practice to meet the learning styles and needs of all of our students in the 
classroom. Our teachers continue to work on developing common assessments to be 
administered at the building level in both ELA and mathematics and are working to 
develop common assessments in other curriculum areas as well. The data provided 
through these common assessments, as well as through Star Math and Reading, Study 
Island and other diagnostic evaluation tools, will be used to help drive our instructional 
focus to meet the needs of all our students. 

DMS has begun to implement the basic principles of a Professional Learning 
Community. Teachers regularly provide clear expectations in each classroom while 
addressing the following questions: 1. What do we expect our students to learn? 2. How 
will we know when they have learned it? 3. What will we do when students have not 
learned our expected outcomes? 4. What will we do when students have met our 
expectations? To become highly effective in the classroom, all teachers must continue to 
learn, develop and incorporate “best practices” in all classes. Mutual collaboration, 
implementation of best practices, using data to drive instruction, and the continued use 
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of differentiated instruction in all classrooms, are the building blocks of a PLC that we 
continue to foster and nurture at Dighton Middle School. 

We also will be incorporating our grant funded literacy/writing and training 
consultant into faculty meetings and classroom presentations during the school day 
throughout the year to continue our focus on improving student reading, analysis and 
writing skills. 
 
STUDENT RECOGNITION AND ACHIEVEMENTS 
 In June, 2012, the following eighth grade students were recognized as major 
award winners: 
Outstanding Student Award – Kylie Furtado 
Principal’s Award – Tyler Doane 
NELMS Scholar Leader Awards – Christina Abers and Joseph Rogers 
Leo T. Wontkowski Award – Joseph Rogers and Amanda Grossi 
Judith Parker Marcy Award – Kacie DeSousa 
Carolyn M. Booth R.N. Award – Emily Cloutier 
Pay It Forward Award – Anna Brodeur 
Presidential Academic Fitness Awards:  Christina Abers, Kacie Desousa, Tyler Doane, 
Cory Farrelly, Isaiah Ferreira, Kylie Furtado, Amanda Grossi, Evan Hubley, Erin Kelley, 
Nicholas Koneski, Kevin Prairie, Joseph Rogers, Ryan Andrade, Casey Botelho, Anna 
Brodeur, Justin Cadima, Noah Chartier, Lacey Decosta, Henry Dubois, Benaiah Ferreira, 
Themie Frangakis, Jamison Freedman, Jacob Goulart, Paul Kavanagh, Tommy Kimball, 
Molly Kimber, Kelly Levesque, Austin Mann, Madeline McMahon, Sarah Mullen, 
William Newman, Ryan Pratt 
Abraham Sirkin-Reinders, Carissa Steiner, Arzef Sylaj, Thomas Watson, Jason Yelle, 
Jeremy Yelle 
 
STUDENT ACTIVITIES 
 DMS has been able to offer a full complement of activities through the Massasoit 
League involving all academic (Math and Spelling Teams) and athletic (baseball, 
softball and basketball) contests and also offered a wealth of after school clubs and 
activities that were also supported through the activity user fee. The after school 
activities included arts and crafts, walk and tone, yearbook club, Greenotics, art club, 
drama club, homework help club, girl power, go green club, newspaper, and guitar 
club. 

Both the boys and girls Massasoit basketball teams enjoyed very respectable 
seasons. The baseball and softball teams compiled very impressive records throughout 
their respective seasons. The math team enjoyed one of its most competitive seasons 
with a number of students winning honors at the concluding math meet of the year, and 
the spelling team earned an impressive record, as well. 

A special thank you to our parent volunteers, the PTO, as well as sports and 
activity committee members that sponsored and donated their time so generously. 
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TECHNOLOGY: 
Wireless 

We are excited to announce that Dighton Middle has recently become a wireless 
school.   Our DMS computer lab received new flat screen monitors and a number of 
ELMOs last year.  Smart boards were added to the school, and new kindles enabled 
electronic books to enter DMS classrooms for the first time. 

Teachers have continued to use and explore assistive writer technology, Dragon 
Software, Star Math and Star Reading, portable lap tops, Kindles, Smart Boards, and 
other forms of technology to help create innovative, differentiated lesson plans to use in 
their classrooms in order to address the multiple learning styles of all students. This 
available technology allows teachers to share these new learning resources and students 
to communicate in a manner that is appropriate and convenient. 
 
COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT: 

Dighton Middle School has continued its Pay it Forward activities this year. With 
the help of the Dighton Lions Club we have now celebrated the fourth year of the 
Dighton Community Food Bank. Each month we service over sixty Dighton families 
who are still experiencing the difficulties associated with the downturn in the economy. 
Again, we are able to continue the food bank due to the dedicated fundraising from 
students, families and the staff of Dighton Middle School. Students and staff also 
provided several thousand dollars to support needy families during the holiday season. 
 
SCHOOL COUNCIL: 
 The School Council’s focus and improvement plan for Dighton Middle School 
includes areas such as enhancing the inclusion, co-teaching model at DMS and 
continuing to incorporate differentiated instruction techniques in all classes. Their aim 
is to increase our student performance levels as measured by adequate yearly progress 
as well as through formative and summative assessments with a corresponding increase 
in student mastery of content standards. 

We will expand our focus on increasing student performance in all open 
response areas with an expanded focus on writing across the curriculum.  

We will also identify, coordinate and publish helpful resources for both our 
students and parents to access. We will be looking to enhance our communication with 
parents and increase their involvement within the school as well as the school system in 
general. 

Our council will also begin to examine ways to improve our master schedule to 
allow for more common planning time. 
 
CONCLUDING REMARKS: 
 I would like to take this opportunity to thank our students, parents, faculty and 
staff for all of their efforts in making this past year successful. I am again looking 
forward to analyzing our academic data and using that to drive our student instruction 
and register improvements in our students’ performance. The incorporation of our 
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grade-level special education teachers into specific grade-level classrooms for a better 
integration of the co-teaching model, continues to increase the academic performance of 
all our children. 

DMS will continue its focus on the best learning practices for all students and 
utilize technology whenever possible to help us reach the needs of all learners. Each 
grade level will utilize an X-2 student profile to monitor each student’s learning on a 
regular basis. Grade level teachers will provide mandated interventions when necessary 
to help students overcome any educational hurdle they may encounter or provide 
enrichment opportunities for students who have mastered competencies. 

I continue to look forward to your continued support as we strive to have you 
“be involved and stay involved” in your child’s education. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Richard Wheeler, Principal 
Dighton Middle School 
 

ANNUAL REPORT 
DIGHTON-REHOBOTH REGIONAL HIGH SCHOOL 

2012 
 
Here is the annual report for Dighton-Rehoboth Regional High School, year ending 
December 2012. 
 
PERSONNEL 

We have had several personnel changes for the 2012-2013 school year.  They are 
as follows: 

David Driscoll, social studies teacher, Louise Mahoney, foreign language 
instructor, and William Wade, School Psychologist, each retired in June 2012, 
after many years of instruction and dedication to our students at Dighton-
Rehoboth Regional High School.    
Ashley Mathias, a former part-time social studies teacher, replaced David 
Driscoll as a full-time social studies teacher.  Katherine Beckett, a first year 
teacher, took Ashley’s place as a part-time social studies teacher.   
Jocelyn Barbosa was hired as the foreign language teacher replacement for 
Louise Mahoney.   
Michael Rubin resigned from his position as Assistant Principal.  John Harrison 
has replaced Mr. Rubin as the new Assistant Principal. 
Elizabeth Kocera resigned and took a job at Sandwich High School, Sandwich, 
MA.  She was replaced by Katrina Hegeman, a first year English teacher.  
Hilary Burnham and Elyse Tompkins were hired to replace Gerard Kates and 
Mark Moskowitz as math teachers.   
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Two long-term special needs substitutes were replaced by Allison Oliver and 
Marie-Juanita DiGioia. 
Brandon DeLano replaced Joe Negro in the CTE program.  Mr. DeLano teaches 
Drafting and Robotics.  
Ryan McDeed, our new technology employee, has been hired to replace two (2) 
technology staff members.   

 
ENROLLMENT 
Our enrollment as of October 1, 2012 is as follows: 
Grade Dighton Rehoboth Total 
9 104 127 231 
10 81 128 209 
11 106 123 229 
12 77 139 216 
SP 2 4 6 
Total 370 521 891 
 
CURRICULUM AND INSTRUCTION 

We continue to add courses to our Program of Studies such as AP US History, 
AP Art History, The World of Animals, Shakespeare: Is He a Fraud?, and The Art of 
Crafts.   
 We are currently working to meet the MA Common Core standards, and 
focusing on how PARCC  will play a role in our school.  We will be adding an art 
requirement for graduation at the beginning of the 2013-2014 school year. 

Dighton-Rehoboth has begun the NEASC self-study.  The New England 
Association of Schools and Colleges (NEASC) is a voluntary membership organization 
of more than 1,800 public schools, colleges and universities, independent schools, and 
vocational, technical, and career institutions. NEASC works with individual 
institutions to improve the quality of education at all levels through a continuous 
process of evaluation and accreditation.  The next accreditation visit by NEASC will 
begin in  November 2014. The self-study will include the completion of a 
comprehensive assessment of teaching and learning, and the support of teaching and 
learning. The focus of the accreditation visit will be to determine the extent to which 
our programs and services carry out the school's core values and beliefs about student 
learning, as well as to meet the requirements of the Committee on Public Secondary 
Schools Standards for Accreditation. We are in the process of sending out surveys to 
students, parents, and teachers.  The remainder of our faculty meetings will be spent 
self-evaluating the high school. 

Dighton-Rehoboth Regional High School District is one of 539 school districts 
across 44 of the 50 states in the U.S. and Canada being honored by the College Board 
with placement on the 3rd Annual AP® District Honor Roll for simultaneously 
increasing access to Advanced Placement® course work, while increasing the 
percentage of students earning scores of 3 or higher on AP examinations. Achieving 
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both of these goals is the ideal scenario for a district’s AP program, because it indicates 
that the district is successfully identifying motivated, academically prepared students, 
who are likely to benefit most from rigorous AP course work. Since 2010-2012, 
Dighton Rehoboth Regional High School District has increased the number of students 
participating in AP from 61 to 76, while still enabling more than 70% of AP students to 
earn at least one score of 3 or higher.  More than 90% of colleges and universities 
across the U.S. offer college credit, advanced placement, or both, for a score of 3 or 
above on an AP Exam.  This can potentially save students and their families thousands 
of dollars in college tuition.  

The 2012 MCAS scores indicated that Dighton-Rehoboth Regional High School is 
considered a Level 2 school due to two sub-group areas.  Steps have been taken to be 
certain that ALL subgroups are proficient.  This will be accomplished by having special 
education liaisons check on each one of his/her students.  

 
TECHNOLOGY 

Technology such as SmartBoards, Netbooks, wireless Elmo projectors, and 
laptops are used to improve instruction in all content areas.  The classroom teachers and 
the technology teacher work collaboratively in the classrooms and computer lab.  
Technology is used throughout the building in every subject, to ensure the 
understanding of all technology. 
 
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
 The summer professional development opportunities offered through the district 
were numerous and varied.  Many teachers took advantage of professional 
development throughout the summer.  Some examples of the topics covered were 
Literacy, Differentiated Instruction, Co-teaching, Backwards by Design, Curriculum 
Planning K-12, and Writing Across the Curriculum.  

There continues to be two full, in-service professional development days.  The 
workshops offered during the school year are also varied; teachers can select from 
many different topics to suit their needs.   
 
COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT 

We have introduced our Falcon Flyer Weekly, which is an informative, weekly 
newsletter that goes out electronically to all students, parents, staff members, school 
committee members, and local newspapers.  The feedback to the Falcon Flyer Weekly 
has been very positive. 

We continue to focus on our outreach programs within the community by 
collecting canned goods, food, etc. at Thanksgiving for families in need, as well as 
collecting toys, wrapping paper, etc. at Christmas time for the same. 

We have a community service program that we instituted recently.  Students 
decide which programs they would like to establish in the community.  We have over 
50 agencies that have agreed to collaborate with the high school.  The services include 
working with local libraries, hospitals, veteran programs, and many more. 
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SCHOOL COUNCIL 
The School Council is made up of community members, as well as students and 

teachers. A great deal of time was spent, by the council, in composing the School 
Improvement Plan at the end of the school year.  All stakeholders had a tremendous 
amount of input in the plan.    

We recently had a guest speaker at our meeting.  Michelle Deschenes, our current 
math Curriculum Coordinator came in and spoke to the committee about the Common 
Core and the PARCC.  We will be in compliance with the Common Core at the 
beginning of the next school year.  We need to require that all students take an Art 
course.  We are currently in the process of determining what constitutes an Art course 
in out Program of Studies.  The committee will also be making a recommendation to the 
school committee to increase the failing grade at the high school from 60 to 65.   
 
CONCLUDING REMARKS 

All teachers and staff continue to bring their energy and expertise to educating 
the students at the Dighton-Rehoboth Regional High School. 

 
Respectfully submitted,  
Deborah Sarrey, Principal 
Dighton-Rehoboth Regional High School 
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SEWER COMMISSIONERS 
 
William Mendoza was elected to Board of Sewer Commissioners in 2012. Gregory Olsen was 
voted in as Chairman and Timothy Lynch as Clerk of the Board.  Joelle Anger was hired to assist 
in the office as a Senior Clerk in January.   
 
Sewer rates remained the same for FY 2013 as in FY2012 (billings in Aug 2012 and Feb 2013). 
The Bristol County Agricultural School has connected to the sewer system.  The Commission is 
hopeful that homeowners on that section of Center Street will be allowed to connect in the near 
future.     
 
The Lincoln Ave pumping station repair bid winner was Scherbon Construction from Amesbury, 
MA.  Work on the station is expected to begin in early 2013.  The pump station is over 30 years 
old and in need of substantial repair.   
 
The Superintendent's Report  
A total of 40,075,960 gallons of sewage was discharged to the City of Taunton's  
Wastewater Treatment Plant in 2012. Five (5) permits were issued and four (4) tie-ins were 
completed in 2012. Preventative maintenance continues to be performed on all five of the town's 
pump stations and the department began maintaining a sixth station located at the Bristol County 
Agricultural High School in August.  Each station is overseen on a daily basis by Sewer 
Department employees.  
 
I wish to thank the Board of Sewer Commissioners for their support. In addition I wish to thank 
Assistant Superintendent, Richard Kotouch, Bill Lopes and Greg Olsen for their continued 
dedication and support.  
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
Harold J. Gracia, Jr., Sewer Superintendent  
 
In conclusion the Board wishes to thank Harold Gracia, Jr. and all other Sewer Department 
employees for their devotion.  
  
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Gregory Olsen, Chairman 
Timothy Lynch, Clerk 
William Mendoza 
Board of Sewer Commissioners  
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TITLE V SANITARY INSPECTOR 
 
Since taking over the job of Title V Inspector, the residents of Dighton have supported me in my 
enforcement of Title V regulations regarding septic systems. 
  
  
I look forward to 2013 to serve the Town of Dighton. 
 
  Permits Issued in 2012: 
  Sanitation Permits Issued………………….…. 33 
  Percolation Tests Witnessed………………….. 25 
  Inspection of New and Repaired Systems….… 66 
 
I would like to thank everyone that has assisted and worked with me during 2012. Lastly, I wish 
to thank my secretary Roslyn Grassie,  
 
ZBA Secretary/Clerk. Also I wish to thank Kerrie Easterday, Administrative Assistant/Office 
Manager, and James D. Aguiar Jr., Building Inspector / Zoning Enforcement Officer, and all 
other Town personnel for their help. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Joseph P. Pacheco  
Title V Sanitary Inspector 
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REPORT TO THE TOWN OF DIGHTON FROM THE 
COMMISSIONERS OF THE SOUTHEASTERN REGIONAL 

PLANNING & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT 
(SRPEDD) 

 
The Town of Dighton is a member of the Southeastern Regional Planning and Economic 
Development District.  SRPEDD (pronounced sir-ped) is the regional agency serving twenty-
seven cities and towns in southeastern Massachusetts dealing with common issues facing our 
region, such as economic development, growth and land development, transportation, 
environment and general planning for the future.  SRPEDD is governed by a Commission of 
local mayors, selectmen, planning board members and at large members.  We are funded by 
federal and state grants and local assessments.  For 2012, the Town of Dighton paid $1144.60 to 
SRPEDD, based upon an assessment of 16.15 cents per capita 
 
Local citizens serving at SRPEDD included the following: 
 
SRPEDD Commission:  Donna Kulpa 
Joint Transportation Planning Group: Donna Kulpa   
 
Some of SRPEDD's more significant accomplishments during 2012 were: 
 

SRPEDD’s Municipal Partnership program launched new efforts to help improve operating 
efficiencies of member cities and towns.  The regional purchasing program combined the 
purchasing requirements of four communities for a group purchase of street sweepers, for a 
combined saving of $6,000.  We also conducted a group purchase for EMS supplies resulting 
in lower cost for participating fire and ambulance departments up to 60%.  Grants were 
obtained to fund the implementation of electronic permitting for area fire departments. 

The Transportation Improvement Program (TIP), which sets regional priorities for federal 
transportation funds, was completed and approved for FY2013-2016.  The TIP targets apply 
to highway projects, and transit funds for GATRA and SRTA. 

Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy for Southeastern Massachusetts, a regional 
economic development strategy, was completed and certified by the U.S. Economic 
Development Administration, making the region eligible for federal economic development 
grants from EDA. 

The Taunton River was designated by the US National Park Service as a Wild and Scenic River in 
2009.  The Taunton River Stewardship Council made up of locally appointed representatives 
from the ten municipalities abutting the Taunton River, along with supporting agencies, 
continues to meet regularly at SRPEDD to address protection of the river and its outstanding 
natural resources.  The Stewardship Council also administers a small grants program for the 
communities and has funded such projects as:  river and park signage and kiosks; appraisals 
for land acquisition; workshops on Title 5 issues, no wake zone issues, and canoe safety; 
environmental education projects; river and trail brochures, and; improved public access to 
the river. 
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South Coast Rail remained a major priority in 2012.  SRPEDD continued to support the 
Southeastern Massachusetts Commuter Rail Task Force, which includes representation from 
SRPEDD municipalities and regional organizations.  

SRPEDD also provided technical assistance to fourteen communities through thirteen projects that 
implement the South Coast Rail Economic Development and Land Use Corridor Plan.  
Projects included zoning bylaw amendments, assistance with developing planning documents 
and renderings of possible future development under project proposals.   

 SRPEDD continued as the designated sub-fiduciary agent to the Metropolitan Area Planning 
Council and the Massachusetts Executive Office of Public Safety and Security (EOPSS) for 
the Southeast Regional Homeland Security Advisory Council serving 96 communities 
and the Wampanoag Nation in 6 counties in southeastern Massachusetts.  The Council has 
awarded more than $25.4 million in federal homeland security funds since 2004. 

SRPEDD conducts a district-wide traffic counting program (including speed surveys and vehicle 
classification, and 35 intersection turning movement counts) and maintains a computer file of 
all available traffic count data throughout the region.  SRPEDD undertook 100 traffic counts 
at various locations this past year.  

SRPEDD worked with the region’s cities and towns to monitor the impact of proposed casinos in the 
region.  

An extensive Geographic Information System (GIS) mapping program is maintained by 
SRPEDD.  Every year new computerized “data layers” are added to the system 

SRPEDD operates the Southeastern Massachusetts Data Center, providing information to 
businesses, cities and towns, and individuals. 

In cooperation with UMass Dartmouth, the Southeastern Massachusetts Council on 
Sustainability sponsored workshops throughout the year on issues of energy and 
sustainability.   

SRPEDD continues to provide planning and support to the two regional transit authorities, 
SRTA and GATRA, on various efforts including: consumer advisory committees, route 
evaluations, planning, monitoring services and federal reporting.    
SRPEDD maintains a comprehensive database of all 365 signalized intersections in the region.  
This includes geometry, traffic volume, crash rate, signal timing and operational characteristics. 
SRPEDD continued its affiliation with the South Eastern Economic Development (SEED) 
Corporation, which makes loans to small businesses for expansion.   
 
In addition, technical assistance was provided to the Town of Dighton in the following areas:  
 
Assisted Taunton River Trail committee with public outreach, mapping, and website 
development and funding guidance. 
Assisted the town with participation in the Narragansett Bay Integrated Plan’s focus area on 
Flooding Hazards and Climate Adaption. 
Assessed the flood hazard vulnerability of coastal transportation infrastructure, facilities, and 
marshland. 
 
SRPEDD was created to serve the cities and towns of southeastern Massachusetts.  We are 
governed by elected and appointed officials from all the cities and towns.  We look forward to 
serving you in the future. 
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